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Brothers Apart Vintage
Challenging the consequences of

the political, social, and military
miracles of the modern State of
Israel, the author argues that the
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"Iron Wall" strategy of making
Israel the dominant state in the
region has not produced large-
scale peace or prosperity in the
Middle East.

Righteous Victims Verso
Books

The June 1967 war was a
watershed in the history of
the modern Middle East. In
six days, the Israelis
defeated the Egyptian,
Syrian and Jordanian
armies, seizing large

portions of their territories.

Two veteran scholars of
the Middle East bring
together some of the most
knowledgeable experts in
their fields to reassess the
origins and the legacies of
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a different perspective from
the vantage point of a
different participant, those
that actually took part in the
war and also the world
powers that played
important roles behind the
scenes. Their conclusions
make for sober reading. At
the heart of the story was
the incompetence of the
Egyptian leadership and the
rivalry between various
Arab players who were
deeply suspicious of each
other's motives. Israel, on
the other side, gained a
resounding victory for
which, despite previous
assessments to the
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the war. Each chapter takes contrary, there was no

master plan.
Israel and Palestine Penguin UK

Israel's conflict with the
Palestinians, and with the Arab
world at large, casts a long shadow
over her history. When Zionist
leaders formulated the 'Iron Wall'
strategy in the 1920s - dealing with
the Arabs from a position of
unassailable strength - they
intended that when sufficiently
strong Israel would be able to make
peace with her Arab neighbours.
This has been an elusive hope, and
Shlaim explores with an
uncompromising lens the reasons
for Israel's long reliance on military
power in the absence of a
settlement. His analysis will bring
scant comfort to partisans on both
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sides, but it will be required reading
for anyone interested in this
fascinating and troubled region of
the world.

Cursed Victory W. W. Norton
& Company

Righteous Victims, by the
noted historian Benny Morris,
is a comprehensive and
objective history of the long
battle between Arabs and
Jews for possession of a land
they both call home. It appears
at a most timely juncture, as
the bloody and protracted
struggle seems at last to be
headed for resolution. With
great clarity of vision,
Professor Morris finds the
roots of this conflict in the
deep religious, ethnic, and
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political differences between  of the subsequent wars (in
the Zionist immigrants and the 1956, 1967, 1973, and 1982 -

native Arab population of 85); the Intifada of 1987 - 91,
Palestine. He describes the when the Palestinian populace
gradual influx of Jewish of the West Bank and Gaza

settlers, which was eventually Strip rebelled against Israeli
fiercely resisted by the Arabs rule; and the rise of

during the decades of British ~ fundamentalist religious
Mandatory government movements on both sides of
following World War I. The the barricades. Tracing the
establishment of the State of  successes and failures of
Israel in 1947 - 48 gave the politicians, generals, and

Jews a homeland in the wake diplomats in both camps, he

of the Holocaust, but the regards their actions and plight
ensuing flight of the Palestinian with accuracy and empathy,
Arabs shattered their society  drawing on archival materials,
and led to the birth of a memoirs, and secondary works
festering refugee problem. to give a vivid account of each
Morris describes these epic major military encounter--and
events and the Arab onslaught of the vicissitudes of peace
that followed, as he does each efforts from the post-1948
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negotiations through the Camp Palestinian and Syrian upheavals in Egypt, Tunisia
David (1977 - 79), Oslo (1993 - neighbors. As the denizens of 54 beyond have raised it
95), and Wye River Plant.atlon the Middle East get ogt to write anew. Israeli journalist and
(1998) accords. Mr. Morris the next chapter in this long . .

offers sharply etched portraits and difficult struggle, security analyst Hirsh

and illuminating anecdotes Righteous Victims is essential Goodman set out to answer
about the charismatic leaders reading: a monumental work of it, through rigorous factual

who have been the chief narration and explication for all gssessment of each of the
protagonists of this contentious who seek to understand the challenges his country faces
history, including Theodor history of the conflict and the ’

and by consulting experts

Herzl, Hajj Amin al-Husseini,  prospects for peace. q . . Il sid
David Ben-Gurion, Anwar Hamas Contained Penguin ~ 21'C Participants on all sides
Sadat, and Menachem Begin, Bgoks, Limited (UK) of every complex issue. But

what he learned was that this
once * essential question' has
become a dangerous
distraction. In this
provocative and deeply

to name only a few. Righteous .
Victims ends with Mr. Morris's 1 ¢ duestion * Can lsrael

. H I)H
analysis of the current state of survive?” has echoed loud

p|ay’ when the election of Ehud for Israelis—and \]EWS, their
Barak as prime minister (May supporters and adversaries
1999) has opened the door to  worldwide—since the

a renewal of negotiations Holocaust. The recent informed book, Goodman
between Israel and its shares his clarifying analyses
Page 4/15 May, 12 2024
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both of recent political events Israel's survival is jeopardized Collusion Across the Jordan

and of Israel's strategic
position. He shows how the
country's obsession with
dangers posed by outside
forces has obscured the
harder issues facing it from
within ever since its leaders
disregarded Ben Gurion's
advice to leave the territories
captured during the Six Day
War. By yoking itself to the
demographic timebomb of
the West Bank and Gaza,
Israel propelled itself towards
an invidious choice:
democracy or Jewish identity.
Now, Goodman argues,
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more by the competence of
its leaders and fissures in its
social and political system
than by any outside
threat—even the apocalyptic-

sounding ones from Iran.
Penguin Books

What if our understanding of
Israel/Palestine has been wrong

Mythologies Without End
Cambridge University Press
The Iron WallPenguin UK
The Iron Wall Oxford
University Press

Examines the Middle East's
foreign relations since World
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Turtleback Books

Covers the role of Europe and the
United States

Brokers of Deceit Oxford
University Press

When the state of Israel was
established in 1948, not all
Palestinians became refugees:
some stayed behind and were
soon granted citizenship.
Those who remained,
however, were relegated to a
second-class status in this new
country, controlled by a
military regime that restricted
their movement and political
expression. For two decades,
Palestinian citizens of Israel
were cut off from friends and
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relatives on the other side of the writings of Palestinians in Israel objects, of their own history,

Green Line, as well as from the
broader Arab world. Yet they
were not passive in the face of
this profound isolation.
Palestinian intellectuals, party
organizers, and cultural
producers in Israel turned to
the written word. Through
writers like Mahmoud Darwish
and Samih al-Qasim, poetry,
journalism, fiction, and
nonfiction became sites of
resistance and connection alike.
With this book, Maha Nassar
examines their well-known
poetry and uncovers prose
works that have, until now,
been largely overlooked. The
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played a key role in fostering a
shared national consciousness
and would become a central
means of alerting Arabs in the
region to the conditions--and to
the defiance--of these isolated
Palestinians. Brothers Apart is
the first book to reveal how
Palestinian intellectuals forged
transnational connections
through written texts and
engaged with contemporaneous
decolonization movements
throughout the Arab world,
challenging both Israeli policies
and their own cultural isolation.
Maha Nassar reexamines these
intellectuals as the subjects, not
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and brings to life their
perspectives on a fraught
political environment. Her
readings not only
deprovincialize the Palestinians
of Israel, but write them back
into Palestinian, Arab, and
global history.

Scars of War, Wounds of Peace
MIT Press

Benjamin Netanyahu is one of the
longest serving Prime Ministers of
Israel. For much of the world,
Netanyahu is a right-wing
nationalist zealot; for many
Israelis he is a centrist who is too
soft on Arabs and backs down too
easily in a fight. Love him or
loathe him, Netanyahu has been
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at the very centre of Arab-Israeli  back to Netanyahu's formative  portrait of Israeli society under
politics since 1990, when he years, Neill Lochery, a renowned  the siege of increasingly
became the telegenic Israeli scholar of Middle Eastern politics authoritarian politics as the
spokesman for CNN's coverage of and history, chronicles not only occupation of the Palestinians
the Persian Gulf War, arguably  the Prime Minister's life but also
ushering in the Americanization of the issues his career has

the Israeli media. Netanyahu is  encompassed, from the rise of i . .
famous for his TV skills, but there militant Islam to the politics of oil; during Israel_s war on Ga_lza In
is so much more to reveal - good from the transformation of Israeli 2008-09, which brought 'n'_[o
and bad - about the man and his  politics by the 24/7 cable news ~ POWer the country’s most right-
place in Israeli, Middle Eastern  cycle to the US's changing role in  Wing government to date,

deepens. Beginning with the
national elections carried out

and world political history. At the Middle East. Blumenthal tells the story of
present there is no major profile of Decolonizing Israel, Liberating Israel in the wake of the
Netanyahu in the English Palestine PublicAffairs collapse of the Oslo peace
language, so the publication of this |n Goliath, New York Times  process. As Blumenthal reveals,
book is a landmark of bestselling author Max Israel has become a country
considerable importance, Blumenthal takes us on a where right-wing leaders like
especially as in March 2015 he journey through the badlands ~ Avigdor Lieberman and Bibi
was re-elected for a further term . -

and high roads of Israel- Netanyahu are sacrificing

in office. Using the juncture of the

Oslo Accords to take the reader Palestine, painting a startling ~ democracy on the altar of their
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power politics; where the loyal leaders and movements, legislation suppressing their

opposition largely and passively Blumenthal interviews the speech, and provides in-depth
stands aside and watches the ~ demagogues and divas in their reporting on the small band of
organized assault on civil homes, in the Knesset, and in  Jewish Israeli dissidents who

liberties; where state-funded  the watering holes where their have shaken off a conformist
Orthodox rabbis publish books young acolytes hang out, and  mindset that permeates the

that provide instructions on speaks with those political media, schools, and the

how and when to kill Gentiles; leaders behind the organized  military. Through his far-
where half of Jewish youth assault on civil liberties. As his  ranging travels, Blumenthal
declare their refusal to sitina  journey deepens, he illuminates the present by
classroom with an Arab; and  painstakingly reports on the uncovering the ghosts of the
where mob violence targets occupied Palestinians past—the histories of
Palestinians and African asylum challenging schemes of Palestinian neighborhoods and
seekers scapegoated by leading demographic separation villages now gone and
government officials as through unarmed protest. He  forgotten; how that history has
"demographic threats."” talks at length to the leaders set the stage for the current
Immersing himself like few and youth of Palestinian society crisis of Israeli society; and how
other journalists inside the inside Israel now targeted by  the Holocaust has been turned
world of hardline political security service dragnetsand  into justification for occupation.
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A brave and unflinching
account of the real facts on the
ground, Goliath is an
unprecedented and compelling
work of journalism.

How Israelis and Palestinians
Negotiate Bold Type Books

The first major account of the life
of an extraordinary soldier and
statesman, King Hussein of
Jordan. Throughout his long
reign (1953—1999), Hussein
remained a dominant figure in
Middle Eastern politics and a
consistent proponent of peace
with Israel. For over forty years
he walked a tightrope between
Palestinians and Arab radicals on
the one hand and Israel on the
other. Avi Shlaim reveals that
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Hussein initiated a secret dialogue culture on the ill-fated Oslo

with Israel in 1963 and spent
hundreds of hours in talks with
countless Israeli officials. Shlaim
expertly reconstructs this dialogue
from previously untapped records
and first-hand accounts,
significantly rewriting the history
of the Middle East over the past
fifty years and shedding light on
the far-reaching impact of
Hussein’ s leadership.

War and Peace in the Middle
East University of Wisconsin
Pres

Refreshing and revealing in
equal measure, this innovative
volume conducts a
critical/self--critical
exploration of the impact of
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peace process. The authors
negotiators and scholars alike
demolish stereotypes as they
construct an unusually subtle
and sophisticated
understanding of how culture
influences negotiating styles.
Culture, they argue, did not
cause the Oslo breakdown but
it did play an influential,
intervening role at several
levels: coloring the thinking of
political leaders, shaping
domestic politics on both sides,
and affecting each side s
evaluation of the other s beliefs
and intentions.After an
overview by William Quandt of
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the history of the Oslo process
and the impact of international

how Israeli identity has helped epoch-making Six-Day War,

create a negotiating style that

from the author of Ally—now

factors such as U.S. mediation, opts for short-term gains while featuring a fiftieth-anniversary
undermining the prospects for a retrospective Though it lasted

the volume presents a detailed
analysis of first Palestinian, and
then Israeli negotiating styles
between 1993 and 2001. Omar
Dajani, a former legal advisor
to the Palestinian team,
explains how elements of
Palestinian identity and
national development have
hobbled the Palestinians ability
to negotiate effectively. Aharon
Klieman, a distinguished Israeli
analyst, traces a long-standing
clash between diplomatic and
security subcultures within the
Israeli political elite and reveals
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lasting agreement. Drawing on
these insights, Tamara Wittes
concludes the volume by
offering not only a fresh
appreciation of culture s
influence on interethnic
negotiations but also lessons for
future negotiators in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.Read the
review from Foreign Affairs."
Israel's Palestinians University
of Pennsylvania Press

NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER O The first
comprehensive account of the

The Iron Wall Israel And Arab World Avi Shlaim

for only six tense days in June,
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war never
really ended. Every crisis that
has ripped through this region
in the ensuing decades, from
the Yom Kippur War of 1973
to the ongoing intifada, is a
direct consequence of those six
days of fighting. Writing with a
novelist’” s command of
narrative and a historian’ s
grasp of fact and motive,
Michael B. Oren reconstructs
both the lightning-fast action on
the battlefields and the political
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shocks that electrified the world. for Six Days of War “ Powerful Washington Post Book World

Extraordinary ... A highly readable, even “ Phenomenal . ..
personalitiess—Moshe Dayan  gripping account of the 1967  breathtaking history . .. a

and Gamal Abdul Nasser, conflict . . . [Oren] has woven a profoundly talented writer. . . .
Lyndon Johnson and Alexei seamless narrative out of a This book is not only one of the
Kosygin—rose and toppled staggering variety of diplomatic best books on this critical

from power as a result of this  and military strands.” —The episode in Middle East history;
war; borders were redrawn; New York Times “ With a it" s one of the best-written
daring strategies brilliantly remarkably assured style, Oren books I' ve read this year, in
succeeded or disastrously failed elucidates nearly every aspect of any genre.” —The Jerusalem

in a matter of hours. And the  the conflict. ... Oren’ s[book] Post “ [In] Michael Oren’ s
balance of power changed—in will remain the authoritative  richly detailed and lucid

the Middle East and in the chronicle of the war. His account, the familiar story is
world. A towering work of achievement as a writer and a  thrilling once again. . . . What
history and an enthralling historian is awesome.” —The makes this book important is
human narrative, Six Days of ~ Atlantic Monthly “ This is not the breadth and depth of the
War is the most important book only the best book so far written research.” —The New York
on the Middle East conflict to  on the six-day war, it is likely to Times Book Review “ A first-
appear in a generation. Praise  remain the best.” —The rate new account of the
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conflict.” —The Washington
Post“ The definitive history of

they could not lead to real
peace. In these essays, most

the Six-Day War . . . [Oren’ s] written for Arab and European

narrative is precise but written
with great literary flair. In no
one else’ s study is there more
understanding or more
surprise.” —Martin Peretz,
Publisher, The New Republic
“ Compelling, perhaps even
vital, reading.” —San Jose
Mercury News

The Origins of Israel,

1882— 1948 UPNE

Soon after the Oslo accords
were signed in September 1993
by Israel and Palestinian
Liberation Organization,
Edward Said predicted that

Page 12/15

newspapers, Said uncovers the
political mechanism that
advertises reconciliation in the
Middle East while keeping
peace out of the picture. Said
argues that the imbalance in
power that forces Palestinians
and Arab states to accept the

conditions for the Palestinians
critiques Yasir Arafat's self-
interested and oppressive
leadership, denounces Israel’s
refusal to recognize Palestine's
past, and—in essays new to this
edition—addresses the resulting
unrest. In this unflinching cry
for civic justice and self-
determination, Said promotes
not a political agenda but a

concessions of the United States transcendent alternative: the

and Israel prohibits real
negotiations and promotes the
second-class treatment of
Palestinians. He documents
what has really gone on in the
occupied territories since the
signing. He reports worsening
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peaceful coexistence of Arabs
and Jews enjoying equal rights
and shared citizenship.

The War for Palestine
Vintage

Argues that the "Iron Wall"
strategy of making Israel the
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dominant state in the region time, the United States has
has not produced large-scale been involved as a mediator
peace or prosperity in the in the conflict. In this book,

Middle East. acclaimed historian Rashid
The Iron Cage W. W. Khalidi zeroes in on the
Norton & Company United States’ s role as the

Menachem Begin refused to
accept the Reagan
administration’ s proposal to
reframe the Camp David
Accords more impartially.
The second moment covers

Winner of the 2014 Lionel  purported impartial broker in the period after the Madrid

Trilling Book Award An this failed peace process.

Peace Conference, from 1991

examination of the failure of Khalidi closely analyzes three to 1993, during which

the United States as a broker historical moments that
in the Palestinian-Israeli illuminate how the United

negotiations between Israel
and Palestine were brokered

peace process, through three States’ involvement has, in by the United States until the

key historical moments For  fact, thwarted progress

signing of the secretly

more than seven decades the toward peace between Israel negotiated Oslo accords.

conflict between Israel and  and Palestine. The first

Finally, Khalidi takes on

the Palestinian people has  moment he investigates is the President Barack Obama’ s

raged on with no end in “ Reagan Plan” of 1982,
sight, and for much of that ~ when Israeli prime minister
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retreat from plans to insist on
halting the settlements in the
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West Bank. Through in-depthdecades, US policymakers

research into and keen
analysis of these three
moments, as well as his own
firsthand experience as an
advisor to the Palestinian
delegation at the 1991

pre— Oslo negotiations in
Washington, DC, Khalidi
reveals how the United States
and Israel have actively
colluded to prevent a
Palestinian state and resolve
the situation in Israel’ s
favor. Brokers of Deceit bares
the truth about why peace in
the Middle East has been
impossible to achieve: for
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have masqueraded as
unbiased agents working to
bring the two sides together,
when, in fact, they have been
the agents of continuing
Injustice, effectively
preventing the difficult but
essential steps needed to
achieve peace in the region.

From the Hardcover edition.
War and Peace in the Middle
East Metropolitan Books

Jeff Halper's book, like his life’s
work, is an inspiration. Drawing
on his many years of directly
challenging Israel's treatment of
the Palestinians, he offers one of
the most insightful analyses of the
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occupation I've read. His voice
cries out to be heard.Jonathan
Cook, author of Blood and
Religion (2006) and Israel and the
Clash of Civilisations (2008)In this
book, the Israeli anthropologist
and activist Jeff Halper throws a
harsh light on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict from the point
of view of a critical insider. While
the Zionist founders of Israel
created a vibrant society, culture
and economy, they did so at a
high price: Israel could not
maintain its exclusive Jewish
character without imposing on the
country's Palestinian population
policies of ethnic cleansing,
occupation and discrimination,
expressed most graphically in its
ongoing demolition of thousands
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of Palestinian homes, both inside  Zionism upon which regional

Israel and in the Occupied
Territories.An Israeli in Palestine
records Halper's journey 'beyond
the membrane' that shields his
people from the harsh realities of
Palestinian life to his ‘discovery’
that he was actually living in
another country: Palestine.
Without dismissing the legitimacy

peace and reconciliation are
attainable.

The Walls of Jerusalem
Beacon Press

“ Fascinating. . . . Shlaim
presents compelling evidence
for a revaluation of
traditional Israeli

of his own country, he realises that history.” —New York

Israel is defined by its oppressive
relationship to the Palestinians.
Pleading for a view of Israel as a
real, living country which must by
necessity evolve and change,

Times Book Review For this
newly expanded edition, Avi
Shlaim has added four
chapters and an epilogue

Halper asks whether the idea of an that address the prime

ethnically pure "Jewish State’ is
still viable. More to the point, he
offers ways in which Israel can
redeem itself through a cultural
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ministerships from Barak to
Netanyahu in the “ one
book everyone should read
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for a concise history of

Israel’ s relations with
Arabs” (Independent).
What was promulgated as an
“ iron-wall”
strategy—>building a position
of unassailable strength—
was meant to yield to a
further stage where lIsrael
would be strong enough to
negotiate a satisfactory peace
with its neighbors. The goal
still remains elusive, if not
even further away. This
penetrating study brilliantly
illuminates past progress and
future prospects for peace in
the Middle East.
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