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Forms of Life Random House Trade Paperbacks
Consider the following situation: a mayor is holding captive the
leader of a terrorist group that has placed bombs throughout the
city. It is determined that the only way to get the terrorist to
confess where the bombs are hidden is to torture his child in
front of him. Should the mayor torture an innocent child to save
the lives of many? In Perplexity in the Moral Life Santurri
discusses how situations of moral perplexity are to be construed
and how the interpretation of these situations might be
constrained by the presuppositions of Christian ethics. Often in
our practical lives we are perplexed about what morality
requires of us: any course of action appears as a moral
transgression. Santurri examines the thesis that situations of
moral perplexity may actually be cases of genuine moral
dilemmas in which a moral transgression is unavoidable.
Proponents of the moral dilemmas thesis collide with an
established philosophical tradition holding that no adequate
ethical theory can countenance the existence of genuine
dilemmas. It has been suggested that admitting the existence of
dilemmas is tantamount to acknowledging the presence of a
debilitating incoherence in one's system of moral reasoning.
Santurri contends that the issue of whether or not genuine moral
dilemmas exist cannot be resolved on the basis of philosophical
arguments typically advanced either by the traditional or by the

revisionist views, and maintains that moral perplexity is a
phenomenon which cannot be interpreted apart from answering
certain fundamental questions of moral ontology. He then goes
on to consider what sort of constraints a Christian view of
morality imposes on the interpretation of moral conflict and
argues that there are good reasons for Christian ethics to deny
the existence of genuine dilemmas. He concludes with a critical
discussion of the positions that have been or might be employed
in Christian ethical arguments for the reality of irresolvable
moral conflict.
Reason and Rationality Springer
Any sound practical philosophy must be clear on practical
concepts—concepts, in particular, of life, action, and practice. This
clarity is Michael Thompson’s aim in his ambitious work. In
Thompson’s view, failure to comprehend the structures of thought
and judgment expressed in these concepts has disfigured modern
moral philosophy, rendering it incapable of addressing the larger
questions that should be its focus. In three investigations,
Thompson considers life, action, and practice successively,
attempting to exhibit these interrelated concepts as pure categories
of thought, and to show how a proper exposition of them must be
Aristotelian in character. He contends that the pure character of
these categories, and the Aristotelian forms of reflection necessary
to grasp them, are systematically obscured by modern theoretical
philosophy, which thus blocks the way to the renewal of practical
philosophy. His work recovers the possibility, within the tradition of
analytic philosophy, of hazarding powerful generalities, and of
focusing on the larger issues—like “life”—that have the power to
revive philosophy. As an attempt to relocate crucial concepts from
moral philosophy and the theory of action into what might be called
the metaphysics of life, this original work promises to reconfigure a
whole sector of philosophy. It is a work that any student of
contemporary philosophy must grapple with.
The Interpretation of Life SAGE Publications
Bestselling author Dan Ariely reveals fascinating new insights into

motivation—showing that the subject is far more complex than we ever
imagined. Every day we work hard to motivate ourselves, the people we
live with, the people who work for and do business with us. In this way,
much of what we do can be defined as being “motivators.” From the
boardroom to the living room, our role as motivators is complex, and the
more we try to motivate partners and children, friends and coworkers, the
clearer it becomes that the story of motivation is far more intricate and
fascinating than we’ve assumed. Payoff investigates the true nature of
motivation, our partial blindness to the way it works, and how we can
bridge this gap. With studies that range from Intel to a kindergarten
classroom, Ariely digs deep to find the root of motivation—how it works and
how we can use this knowledge to approach important choices in our own
lives. Along the way, he explores intriguing questions such as: Can giving
employees bonuses harm productivity? Why is trust so crucial for
successful motivation? What are our misconceptions about how to value
our work? How does your sense of your mortality impact your motivation?
Putting Logic in Its Place Basic Books
“This exciting collection of essays challenges existing
interpretations of several key moments of Nietzsche’s
philosophy.” —Paul Patton, Scientia Professor of
Philosophy, University of New South Wales, Australia
Throughout his writing career, Nietzsche advocated the
affirmation of earthly life as a way to counteract nihilism
and asceticism. This volume takes stock of the
complexities and wide-ranging perspectives that
Nietzsche brings to bear on the problem of life’s
becoming on Earth by engaging various interpretative
paradigms reaching from existentialist to Darwinist
readings of Nietzsche. In an age in which the biological
sciences claim to have unlocked the deepest secrets and
codes of life, the essays in this volume propose a more
skeptical view. Life is both what is closest and what is
furthest from us, because life experiments through us as
much as we experiment with it, because life keeps our
thinking and our habits always moving, in a state of
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recurring nomadism. Nietzsche’s philosophy is perhaps
the clearest expression of the antinomy contained in the
idea of “studying” life and in the Socratic ideal of an
“examined” life and remains a deep source of wisdom
about living.
Kielmeyer and the Organic World Stanford University Press
A nontechnical, concise, and rigorous introduction to the rational
choice paradigm, focusing on basic insights applicable in fields
ranging from economics to philosophy. This book offers a
rigorous, concise, and nontechnical introduction to some of the
fundamental insights of rational choice theory. It draws on formal
theories of microeconomics, decision making, games, and social
choice, and on ideas developed in philosophy, psychology, and
sociology. Itzhak Gilboa argues that economic theory has provided
a set of powerful models and broad insights that have changed the
way we think about everyday life. He focuses on basic insights of
the rational choice paradigm—the general conceptualization rather
than a particular theory—that survive recent (and well-justified)
critiques of economic theory's various failures. Gilboa explains the
main concepts in language accessible to the nonspecialist, offering
a nonmathematical guide to some of the main ideas developed in
economic theory in the second half of the twentieth century.
Chapters cover feasibility and desirability, utility maximization,
constrained optimization, expected utility, probability and
statistics, aggregation of preferences, games and equilibria, free
markets, and rationality and emotions. Online appendixes offer
additional material, including a survey of relevant mathematical
concepts.
The Logic of Commitment University of Notre Dame Pess
How both logical and emotional reasoning can help us live better
in our post-truth world In a world where fake news stories change
election outcomes, has rationality become futile? In The Art of
Logic in an Illogical World, Eugenia Cheng throws a lifeline to
readers drowning in the illogic of contemporary life. Cheng is a
mathematician, so she knows how to make an airtight argument.
But even for her, logic sometimes falls prey to emotion, which is
why she still fears flying and eats more cookies than she should. If a
mathematician can't be logical, what are we to do? In this book,
Cheng reveals the inner workings and limitations of logic, and
explains why alogic -- for example, emotion -- is vital to how we
think and communicate. Cheng shows us how to use logic and
alogic together to navigate a world awash in bigotry, mansplaining,

and manipulative memes. Insightful, useful, and funny, this essential
book is for anyone who wants to think more clearly.
The Meaning of Life Penguin UK
Reason and rationality represent crucial elements of the self-image
of human beings and have unquestionably been among the most
debated issues in Western philosophy, dating from ancient Greece,
through the Middle Ages, and to the present day. Many words and
thoughts have already been spent trying to define the nature and
standards of reason and rationality, what they could or ought to be,
and under what conditions something can be said to be rational.
This volume focuses instead on the relationships of reason and
rationality to some relevant specific topics, i.e., science, knowledge,
gender, politics, ethics, religion, aesthetics, language, logic, and
metaphysics, trying to uncover and clarify both the connections
and differences in their various characterisations and uses.
Rationality Anchor Canada
Powerful Mindset Principles Combined With Real World Practical
Information To Transform Your Life: The 88 Laws of The Masculine Mindset
This book is not like other books. It is written and designed to be practical and
useful. The Problem with most self-help books is that people get bored and
don't finish them. This book can be started at any chapter and can be read as
you see fit. The book is a collection of the most important mindset and
personal development laws or guidelines for men. The laws are listed from
1-88. The format allows you to load up 88 important ideas into your mind
very quickly. This book is designed to be an introduction to all of the most
valuable personal development ideas I have used to change and improve my
own life. If you had 1 hour to find the most important ideas to change your
life, then this book will help you achieve that goal. We live in a world that is
out of balance and one big reason for that is the lack of mindset control. Your
mindset is the software you load into your mind. If you don't take conscious
control over that then you might find yourself ending up at a place you did
not want to be. Most people on this planet just go with the flow and have no
idea that they are going in the wrong direction in life. They are being affected
by outside influences and don't even know it. When you understand and
accept this reality then you can change it. You can take your power back. You
can start living life on your own terms. So if you want to change your life or
improve your current position then this book will help you get there. Inside
this book You Will Learn: The Masculine Approach To Living The Most
Important Choice Of Your Life How To Take Control Of Your Mind How
To Change Your Current Reality How To Start Winning In Life The Things
You Have To Change To Become Successful How Your Habits Control Your
Life Why You Have To Believe In Yourself How To Live With Purpose How
To Transform Your Life How To Live Free Much, much more!
The Fetal Position Georg Olms Verlag
One of Hegel’s most controversial and confounding claims is
that “the real is rational and the rational is real.” In this book,

one of the world’s leading scholars of Hegel, Jean-Fran�ois
Kervégan, offers a thorough analysis and explanation of that
claim, along the way delivering a compelling account of modern
social, political, and ethical life. ?Kervégan begins with Hegel’s
term “objective spirit,” the public manifestation of our deepest
commitments, the binding norms that shape our existence as
subjects and agents. He examines objective spirit in three realms:
the notion of right, the theory of society, and the state. In
conversation with Tocqueville and other theorists of democracy,
whether in the Anglophone world or in Europe, Kervégan shows
how Hegel—often associated with grand metaphysical
ideas—actually had a specific conception of civil society and the
state. In Hegel’s view, public institutions represent the fulfillment
of deep subjective needs—and in that sense, demonstrate that the
real is the rational, because what surrounds us is the product of our
collective mindedness. This groundbreaking analysis will guide the
study of Hegel and nineteenth-century political thought for years to
come.
The Economics of Sin University of Chicago Press
A dazzling application of new economic theories to the world around us
- by the author of THE UNDERCOVER ECONOMIST
Logic, Or Rational Thoughts on the Powers of the Human Understanding
Fordham Univ Press
This work examines the definition and evolution of sin from the perspective of
rational choice economics. The author argues that because engaging in
activities deemed to be sinful is an act of choice, it can therefore be subject to
the logic of choice in the economic model.
Rational Choice Edward Elgar Publishing
In The Logic of Life, bestselling author Tim Harford quite simply makes
sense of this world. Life often seems to defy logic. The receptionist is
clearly smarter than the boss who earns fifty times her salary. Arbitrary
lines starkly divide the desirable districts of the city from the dangerous
ones. Voters flock to the polling booths to elect candidates who’ll rip
them off to favour special interests. None of it makes logical sense — or
does it? Economist and acclaimed author Tim Harford thinks it does.
By weaving stories from locations as diverse as a Vegas casino to a
barroom speed date, Harford aims to persuade you that people are, in
fact, surprisingly logical. When a street prostitute agrees to unprotected
sex, or a teenage criminal embarks on a burglary — perhaps especially
when a racist employer disregards a black job applicant — we would
seem to be a million miles from rational behaviour. Harford shows that,
discomfitingly, we are not. It turns out that the unlikeliest of people are
complying with the logic of economics and responding to future costs
and benefits, often without realizing it; and socially tragic outcomes can
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have their roots in individually rational decisions. Brilliantly reasoned,
always entertaining and often provocative, The Logic of Life is a book to
help you understand yourself and the world around you.
Nietzsche and the Becoming of Life Routledge
Carl Friedrich Kielmeyer (1765-1844) was the 'father of philosophy of
nature' owing to his profound influence on German Idealist and
Romantic Naturphilosophie. With the recent growth of interest in
Idealist and Romantic philosophy of nature in the UK and abroad, the
importance of Kielmeyer's work is being increasingly recognised and
special attention is being paid to his influence on biology's development
as a distinct discipline at the end of the eighteenth century. In this
exciting new book, Lydia Azadpour and Daniel Whistler present the
first ever English translations of key texts by Kielmeyer, along with
contextual and interpretative essays by leading international scholars,
who are experts on the philosophy of nature and the formation of the
life sciences in the late eighteenth century. The topics they cover include:
the laws of nature, the concept of force, the meaning of 'organism', the
logic of recapitulation, Kielmeyer and ecology, sexual differentiation in
animal life and Kielmeyer's relationship to Kant, Schelling and Hegel. In
doing so, they provide a comprehensive English reference to
Kielmeyer's historical and contemporary significance.
Rational Man; A Modern Interpretation of Aristotelian Ethics
Verso Books
**Shortlisted for the BSA Sociology of Health and Illness Book
Prize 2010** What is good care? In this innovative and compelling
book, Annemarie Mol argues that good care has little to do with
'patient choice' and, therefore, creating more opportunities for
patient choice will not improve health care. Although it is possible
to treat people who seek professional help as customers or citizens,
Mol argues that this undermines ways of thinking and acting
crucial to health care. Illustrating the discussion with examples
from diabetes clinics and diabetes self care, the book presents the
'logic of care' in a step by step contrast with the 'logic of choice'.
She concludes that good care is not a matter of making well argued
individual choices but is something that grows out of collaborative
and continuing attempts to attune knowledge and technologies to
diseased bodies and complex lives. Mol does not criticise the
practices she encountered in her field work as messy or ad hoc, but
makes explicit what it is that motivates them: an intriguing
combination of adaptability and perseverance. The Logic of Care:
Health and the problem of patient choice is crucial reading for all
those interested in the theory and practice of care, including
sociologists, anthropologists and health care professionals. It will

also speak to policymakers and become a valuable source of
inspiration for patient activists.
The Rationality Quotient MIT Press
In this unique approach to one of the most contentious and
emotionally charged issues of our day, the author argues that
philosophy provides the ideal neutral forum for considering the
soundness of both sides of the abortion debate. Unlike most books
on abortion, this one takes neither a pro-life nor a pro-choice
stance. Rather, using philosophical methodology, the author
carefully scrutinizes the commonly voiced arguments for and
against abortion with the aim of assessing them from a position that
is as unbiased as possible. The author argues that since philosophy
involves questioning our most basic assumptions and does not
assume any one particular worldview, it is best equipped to provide
objective clarity to the debate. The book considers all the hot-
button issues, including: -What is life? Theories of the soul vs. the
naturalistic, biological concept of life -The implications of the fact
that life begins at conception -Responsibility and how each side of
the debate defines the term differently -The status of the fetus as a
potential person -The application of the Golden Rule to the debate
-The question of the woman's bodily integrity vs. the fetus's right
to life -Assessing the consequences of abortion (with reference to
utilitarianism) -How our attitudes on abortion reflect our character
(with reference to virtue ethics) Whether you are pro-life or pro-
choice, and especially if you are undecided, this thoughtful, clearly
presented treatment of an important, controversial topic will prove
enlightening.
Life and Action Walter de Gruyter
This book critically explores forms and techniques of calculation
that emerge with digital computation, and their implications. The
contributors demonstrate that digital calculative devices matter
beyond their specific functions as they progressively shape,
transform and govern all areas of our life. In particular, it addresses
such questions as: How does the drive to make sense of, and
productively use, large amounts of diverse data, inform the
development of new calculative devices, logics and techniques?
How do these devices, logics and techniques affect our capacity to
decide and to act? How do mundane elements of our physical and
virtual existence become data to be analysed and rearranged in
complex ensembles of people and things? In what ways are
conventional notions of public and private, individual and
population, certainty and probability, rule and exception

transformed and what are the consequences? How does the search
for ‘hidden’ connections and patterns change our
understanding of social relations and associative life? Do
contemporary modes of calculation produce new thresholds of
calculability and computability, allowing for the improbable or the
merely possible to be embraced and acted upon? As contemporary
approaches to governing uncertain futures seek to anticipate future
events, how are calculation and decision engaged anew? Drawing
together different strands of cutting-edge research that is both
theoretically sophisticated and empirically rich, this book makes an
important contribution to several areas of scholarship, including
the emerging social science field of software studies, and will be a
vital resource for students and scholars alike.
The Logic of Life Routledge
In this book, the author shows that it is necessary to enrich the
conceptual frame of the theory of rational choice beyond
consequentialism. He argues that consequentialism as a general theory
of rational action fails and that this does not force us into the dichotomy
teleology vs deontology. The unity of practical reason can be saved
without consequentialism. In the process, he presents insightful criticism
of standard models of action and rational choice. This will help readers
discover a new perspective on the theory of rationality. The approach is
radical: It transcends the reductive narrowness of instrumental
rationality without denying its practical impact. Actions do exist that are
outlined in accordance to utility maximizing or even self-interest
maximizing. Yet, not all actions are to be understood in these terms.
Actions oriented around social roles, for example, cannot count as
irrational only because there is no known underlying maximizing
heuristic. The concept of bounded rationality tries to embed
instrumental rationality into a form of life to highlight limits of our
cognitive capabilities and selective perceptions. However, the agent is
still left within the realm of cost-benefit-reasoning. The idea of social
preferences or meta-preferences cannot encompass the plurality of
human actions. According to the author they ignore the plurality of
reasons that drive agency. Hence, they coerce agency in fitting into a
theory that undermines humanity. His theory of structural rationality
acknowledges lifeworld patterns of interaction and meaning.
Applying Communication Theory for Professional Life Harvard University
Press
Working from the phenomenological tradition, the author takes the “form
of life” as the central ontological unit. We are our form of life, but as a
transcendental-immanent notion. This is not directly equivalent to culture or
society, but to the realisation in the world of an image of the human being
shared by a given community. The question explored is the following: If the
form of life is what gives us being, what role does language play? Topics
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explored include the concepts of propaganda and ideology. and how these
terms always refer to what others say and do, never to our own actions and
discourses. The central part of the book is devoted to an analysis of language
itself, including propaganda, emotions, dispositions, and racism and racist
discourses. The book also analyses Vladimir Putin’s speeches on the
occasion of the Russian war in Ukraine, the elements of their propaganda, and
the justifying elements that are part of their ethical discourse, whereby actions
taken or to be taken are justified as good because they are necessary from their
ontological principle.
The Handbook of Rational Choice Social Research MIT Press
This book develops and defends a conception of commitment and explores its
limits. Gary Chartier shows how commitment serves to resolve conflicts
between ordinary moral intuitions and the reality that the basic aspects of
human well-being are incommensurable. He outlines a variety of overlapping
and mutually reinforcing rationales for making commitments, explores the
relationship between commitment and vocation and the relevance of
commitment to love, and notes some reasons why it might make sense to
disregard one’s commitments. The Logic of Commitment will appeal to
ethicists interested in the connection between commitment and personal well-
being, and to anyone who wonders why and when it might make sense to
make or keep commitments.
The 88 Laws of the Masculine Mindset SAGE
One of the world's most important political philosophers, Jon Elster is a
leading thinker on reason and rationality and their roles in politics and
public life. In this short book, he crystallizes and advances his work,
bridging the gap between philosophers who use the idea of reason to
assess human behavior from a normative point of view and social
scientists who use the idea of rationality to explain behavior. In place of
these approaches, Elster proposes a unified conceptual framework for
the study of behavior. Drawing on classical moralists as well as modern
scholarship, and using a wealth of historical and contemporary
illustrations, Reason and Rationality marks a new development in
Elster's thinking while at the same time providing a brief, elegant, and
accessible introduction to his work.
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