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Philip Zimbardo has the phenomenon, as well as

answers, and in TheLucifer  for those of us who have
Effect he explains how—and the peen involved in cultic

myriad reasons why—-we are al
susceptible to the lure of “the
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In The Lucifer Effect,
t he awar d-w nni ng and
internationally

respect ed
psychol ogi st, Philip
Zi nbar do, exam nes how

the human m nd has the
capacity to be
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cruel, creative or
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stinmulating read. A
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t edi ous and st odgy.
It’s refreshing to
be able to retain
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nyriad reasons why-
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Over Vi ew. The

Luci fer Effect

rai ses a

f undanent al
guestion about the
nat ure of human

nature: Howis it
possi bl e for
ordi nary, average,

even good people to
becone perpetrators

of evil? In trying

t o under st and
unusual , or
aberrant behavi or,
we often err in

f ocusi ng
exclusively on the
I nner determ nants
of genes,
personality, and
character, as we

al so tend to ignore
what may be the
critical catalyst
for behavi or change
i n the external
Situation or in the
System that creates
and nai ntai ns such
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