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Girl in Hyacinth Blue Prestel Pub

There are writers who specialize in the strange
and others whose genius is to find the
strangeness in the familiar, the unexpected
meanings in stories we thought we knew. Of
that second category, Lawrence Weschler is
the master. Witness the pieces in this
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splendidly disorienting collection, spanning
twenty years of his career and the full range of
his concerns— which is to say, practically
everything. Only Lawrence Weschler could
reveal the connections between the twentieth
century’ s Yugoslav wars and the equally
violent Holland in which Vermeer created his
luminously serene paintings. In his profile of
Roman Polanski, Weschler traces the
filmmaker’ s symbolic negotiations with his
nightmarish childhood during the Holocaust.
Here, too, are meditations on artists Ed
Kienholz and David Hockney, on the

author’ s grandfather and daughter, and on
the light and earthquakes of his native Los
Angeles. Haunting, elegant, and intoxicating,

Lewis’ s taut and brilliant nonfiction
thriller pits a band of medical
visionaries against the wall of
ignorance that was the official
response of the Trump administration
to the outbreak of COVID-19. The
characters you will meet in these
pages are as fascinating as they are

to them. They never know for sure

who else might be listening in.

Hot, Cold, Heavy, Light, 100 Art Writings
1988-2018 Simon and Schuster

A tautly paced investigation of one the
20th century's most audacious art frauds,
which generated hundreds of forgeries-
many of them still hanging in prominent

unexpected. A thirteen-year-old girl’ smuseums and private collections today

science project on transmission of an

Provenance is the extraordinary narrative

airborne pathogen develops into a very of one of the most far-reaching and

grown-up model of disease control. A
local public-health officer uses her

elaborate deceptions in art history.
Investigative reporters Laney Salisbury

worm’ s-eye view to see what the CDCand Aly Sujo brilliantly recount the tale of a
misses, and reveals great truths about great con man and unforgettable villain,

American society. A secret team of

Vermeer in Bosnia awakens awe and wonder at dissenting doctors, nicknamed the

the world around us.

Amorum Emblemata The Man Who
Made Vermeers

New York Times Bestseller For those
who could read between the lines, the
censored news out of China was
terrifying. But the president insisted
there was nothing to worry about.
Fortunately, we are still a nation of
skeptics. Fortunately, there are those
among us who study pandemics and
are willing to look unflinchingly at
worst-case scenarios. Michael
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Wolverines, has everything necessary

to fight the pandemic: brilliant
backgrounds, world-class labs, prior
experience with the pandemic scares
of bird flu and swine flu...everything,
that is, except official permission to
implement their work. Michael Lewis
is not shy about calling these people
heroes for their refusal to follow
directives that they know to be based
on misinformation and bad science.

Even the internet, as crucial as it is to

their exchange of ideas, poses a risk

John Drewe, and his sometimes unwitting
accomplices. Chief among those was the
struggling artist John Myatt, a vulnerable
single father who was manipulated by
Drewe into becoming a prolific art forger.
Once Myatt had painted the pieces, the
real fraud began. Drewe managed to
infiltrate the archives of the upper
echelons of the British art world in order to
fake the provenance of Myatt's forged
pieces, hoping to irrevocably legitimize the
fakes while effectively rewriting art history.
The story stretches from London to Paris
to New York, from tony Manhattan art
galleries to the esteemed Giacometti and
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Dubuffet associations, to the archives at thedeliberately deprived of free time that would allow brutal tactics used in the USSR in the 1930s and to

Tate Gallery. This enormous swindle independent thought or action. Once the war
resulted in the introduction of at least two  began,“ Nordic” -looking children were
hundred forged paintings, some of them  kidnapped from families in the conquered lands
breathtakingly good and most of them and subjected to “ Germanization.”

selling for hundreds of thousands of Meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of “ bad
dollars. Many of these fakes are still out in blood” children—Jews, Gypsies, Poles,

the world, considered genuine and hung  Ukrainians, Russians(were separated from their
prominently in private houses, large families and condemned to forced migration,
galleries, and prestigious museums. And  slave labor, sadistic experiments, starvation, and
the sacred archives, undermined by John mass execution. At the end of the war, uprooted
Drewe, remain tainted to this day. children of every origin wandered the bombed-
Provenance reads like a well-plotted out cities and countryside, some having been
thriller, filled with unforgettable characters taken from home at such a young age that they
and told at a breakneck pace. But thisis  did not know where they had come from or even
most certainly not fiction; Provenance is  their own names. Millions surged into and out of

the meticulously researched and DP camps, exploited by political and religious
captivating account of one of the greatest groups, while the Allies and the fledgling United
cons in the history of art forgery. Nations tried mightily to put families back
Bernini Algonquin Books together and to find new homes for the orphans.

To be a child in mid-twentieth-century Europe  All the riveting narrative skill and impeccable
was to be not a person but an object, available for scholarship that distinguished Lynn Nicholas’ s
use in the service of the totalitarian state. Very  first book, The Rape of Europa (winner of the
soon after Adolf Hitler came to power, policies  National Book Critics Circle Award for

of eugenic selection and euthanasia began to nonfiction), are present in her study of these
weed ill or disabled children out of the New terrible crimes against humanity. To research this
Order by poison, gas, and starvation. Defect-free story she has delved into the governmental and

“ good blood” children were subjected toan  military archives of many nations, and has

“ education” based on racism, propaganda, interviewed countless individuals. She shows the
and the glorification of the FU hrer, and were relationship of the deadly Nazi policies to the
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their rehearsal in the Spanish Civil War, and
vividly describes the abject failure of Hitler’ s
campaign to plant Germanizing colonies in the
conquered nations. She gives us the stories of
survivors of ghastly war-spawned famines(in
Greece and Russia in the 1940s, Holland in the

“ Hunger Winter” of 1945, and Berlin in the
Airlift year of 1949(and of British, French, and
Dutch children who were evacuated to the
countryside; boys and girls sent alone from
Europe to England on the Kindertransports; the
teenaged soldiers of the Reich; the small veterans
of the quarries, the factories, and the camps as
well as those who survived in lonely hiding. In
Cruel World Lynn Nicholas shows us clearly, and
with passionate empathy for the innocent victims,
the crimes against children that inevitably result
when ideology overwhelms humanity. This
powerful book, as it recounts the waking
nightmare that enmeshed the lives of Europe’ s
boys and girls, bears witness to our own
responsibility to the children of the twenty-first
century.

Leo and His Circle University of Chicago Press

In thiscritical darling VVermeer's captivating and
enigmatic paintings become windows that reveal
how daily life and thought-from Delft to
Beijing--were transformed in the 17th century,
when the world first became global. A Vermeer
painting shows a military officer in a Dutch sitting
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room, talking to alaughing girl. In another canvas, you probably know the tale of Vincent van through psychologically manipulative practices.

fruit spills from a blue-and-white porcelain bowl.
Familiar images that captivate us with their
beauty--but as Timothy Brook shows us, these
intimate pictures actually give us aremarkable
view of an expanding world. The officer's dashing
hat is made of beaver fur from North America, and
it was beaver pelts from Americathat financed the
voyages of explorers seeking routes to China-
prized for the porcelains so often shown in Dutch
paintings of thistime, including Vermeer's. In this
dazzling history, Timothy Brook uses Vermeer's
works, and other contemporary images from
Europe, Asia, and the Americas to trace the rapidly
growing web of global trade, and the explosive,
transforming, and sometimes destructive changes it
wrought in the age when globalization really began.
Cruel World Harper Collins

A wildly entertaining and surprisingly
educational diveinto art history asyou've
never seen it before, from the host of the
beloved ArtCurious podcast We're all
familiar with the works of Claude Monet,
thanks in no small part to the ubiquitous
reproductions of hiswater lilieson
umbrellas, handbags, scarves, and dorm-
room posters. But did you also know that
Monet and his cohort were trailblazing
rebels whose works were originally deemed
unbelievably ugly and vulgar? And while
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Gogh's suicide, you may not be aware that
there's pretty compelling evidence that the
artist didn't die by his own hand but was
accidentally killed--or even murdered. Or
how about the fact that one of Andy
Warhol's most enduring legacies involves
Caroline Kennedy's moldy birthday cake
and a collection of toenail clippings?

30,000 first printing.

The Gardner Heist Oxford University
Press, USA

In this dazzling new vision of the ever-
fascinating queen, a dynamic young
historian reveals how Marie Antoinette's
bold attempts to reshape royal fashion
changed the future of France Marie

ArtCuriousis a colorful look at the world of Antoinette has always stood as an icon of

art history, revealing some of the strangest,
funniest, and most fascinating stories
behind the world's great artists and
masterpieces. Through these and other
incredible, weird, and wonderful tales,
ArtCurious presents an engaging look at
why art history is, and continues to be, a
riveting and relevant world to explore.
Bloomsbury Publishing USA

Reproductions of the Dutch realist's paintings are
accompanied by biocritical introductions and
commentaries

Vermeer's World Harper Collins

Profiles the dramatic art hoax through which a
small-time Dutch painter conned areviled
Nazi leader by creating works that
Impersonated those of famed artist Jan
Vermeer, a seven-year deception during which
the forger hid his mediocre artistic abilities

supreme style, but surprisingly none of her
biographers have paid sustained attention to
her clothes. In Queen of Fashion, Caroline
Weber shows how Marie Antoinette
developed her reputation for fashionable
excess, and explains through lively,
illuminating new research the political
controversies that her clothing provoked.
Weber surveys Marie Antoinette's
"Revolution in Dress," covering each phase
of the queen's tumultuous life, beginning
with the young girl, struggling to survive
Versaillessrigid traditions of royal
glamour (twelve-foot-wide hoopskirts,

whal ebone corsets that crushed her organs).
As queen, Marie Antoinette used stunning,
often extreme costumes to project an image
of power and wage war against her
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enemies. Gradually, however, she began to
lose her hold on the French when she
started to adopt "unqueenly" outfits (the
provocative chemise) that, surprisingly,
would be adopted by the revolutionaries
who executed her. Weber's queen is
sublime, human, and surprising: a
sometimes courageous monarch unwilling
to allow others to determine her destiny.
The paradox of her tragic story, according
to Weber, is that fashion—the vehicle she
used to secure her triumphs—was also the
means of her undoing. Weber's book is not

only astylish and original addition to Marie well as Lady Writing a Letter with her Maid by

Antoinette scholarship, but also a moving,
revelatory reinterpretation of one of
history's most controversial figures.

Caveat Emptor Crown

The extraordinary life and crimes of heiress-
turned-revolutionary Rose Dugdale, whoin
1974 became the only woman to pull off a
major art heist. In the world of crime, there
exists an unusual commonality between those
who steal art and those who repeatedly kill:
they are almost exclusively male. But, aswith
all things, there is always an outlier—someone
who bucks the trend, defying the reliable
profiles and leaving investigators and
researchers scratching their heads. In the
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history of mgjor art heists, that outlier isRose happen? From Gregory Maguire, the acclaimed

Dugdale. Dugdale’ s lifeis singularly notorious.

Born into extreme wealth, she abandoned her
life as an Oxford-trained PhD and heiress to

author of Wicked, comes his much-anticipated
second novel, abrilliant and provocative
retelling of the timeless Cinderellatale. In the

join the cause of Irish Republicanism. While on lives of children, pumpkins can turn into
the surface she appears to be the British version coaches, mice and rats into human beings....
of Patricia Hearst, she is anything but. Dugdale When we grow up, we learn that it's far more

ran head-first towards the action, spearheading
the first aeria terrorist attack in British history
and pulling off the biggest art theft of her time.
In 1974, she led a gang into the opulent
Russborough House in Ireland and made off
with millionsin prized paintings, including
works by Goya, Gainsborough, and Rubens, as

the mysterious master Johannes Vermeer.
Dugdal e thus became—to this day—the only
woman to pull off amajor art heist. And as
Anthony Amore explores in The Woman Who
Stole Vermeer, it’slikely that this was not her
only such heist. The Woman Who Stole
Vermeer is Rose Dugdal€’ s story, from her
idyllic upbringing in Devonshire and her
presentation to Elizabeth 11 as a debutante to
her university years and her eventual radical
lifestyle. Her life of crime and activismis at
turns unbelievable and awe-inspiring, and sure
to engross readers.

The Forger's Spell Yale University Press
Isthis new land a place where magicsrealy

common for human beingsto turn into rats....
We all have heard the story of Cinderella, the
beautiful child cast out to slave among the
ashes. But what of her stepsisters, the homely
pair exiled into ignominy by the fame of their
lovely sibling? What fate befell those
untouched by beauty . . . and what curses
accompanied Cinderella's exquisite looks?
Extreme beauty is an affliction Set against the
rich backdrop of seventeenth-century Holland,
Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister tellsthe
story of Iris, an unlikely heroine who finds
herself swept from the lowly streets of Haarlem
to astrange world of wealth, artifice, and
ambition. Iris's path quickly becomes
intertwined with that of Clara, the mysterious
and unnaturally beautiful girl destined to
become her sister. Clarawas the prettiest child,
but was her life the prettiest tale? While Clara
retreats to the cinders of the family hearth,
burning all memories of her past, Iris seeks out
the shadowy secrets of her new household--and
the treacherous truth of her former life. God
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and Satan snarling at each other like dogs....
Imps and fairy godmotbers trying to undo each
other'swork. How we try to pin the world
between opposite extremes! Far more than a
mere fairy-tale, Confessions of an Ugly
Stepsister isanovel of beauty and betrayal,
illusion and understanding, reminding us that
deception can be unearthed--and love
unvelled--in the most unexpected of places.
Priceless Oxford University Press

Looks at the life of Dutch painter Hans Van
M eegeren, who emerges as an ingenious,
dyed-in-the-wool crook who plied the
forger's trade far longer than he ever
admitted in a detailed story of deceit in the
art world.

The Monuments M en Knopf

In 1945, a small-time Dutch art dealer was arrested
for selling aforgery of apriceless national treasure
- apainting by Vermeer - to Hitler's right-hand
man. The charge was treason, the only possible
sentence was death. And yet Han van Meegeren
languished in his dank prison cell, incapabl e of
uttering the words that set him free- '| am aforger.'
Thisriveting account of greed, hubris, excess,
treason and fine art is the story of afailed artist
and the greatest forger of all time, who executed a
swindle which earned him the equivalent of fifty
million dollars and the acclaim of the very critics
who had moved him.

Princes of the Renaissance Abrams
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Johannes Vermeer (16321675) has been one of cataloguing the art he planned to collect aswell as

the most widely admired European painters
since his so-called rediscovery in the second
half of the nineteenth century. Until quite
recently, the Romantic roots of writing on the
Sphinx of Delft have encouraged the image of

him as an isolated genius; the artists private life

and religion, his supposed use of a camera
obscura, and the fact that his teacher has not
been identified have all contributed to an air of

the art he would destroy: "degenerate” works he
despised. In arace against time, behind enemy
lines, often unarmed, a special force of American
and British museum directors, curators, art
historians, and others, called the Momuments Men,
risked their lives scouring Europe to prevent the
destruction of thousands of years of culture.
Focusing on the eleven-month period between D-
Day and V-E Day, this fascinating account follows
six Monuments Men and their impossible mission

mystery. Asthis new monograph demonstrates, to save the world's great art from the Nazis.

Vermeerslifeis actually well documented and
his work may be more appropriately

Monuments Man Vintage
Explores the possibility that Vermeer used the

understood by placing the painter in the context camera obscurato achieve the photographic

of the Delft school as awhole and of Delft
society. The fact that one local patron acquired
about twenty pictures by the artist (only thirty-
six are known today) must have been
significant for Vermeers subtleties of meaning
and refinements of technique and style. In the
end, however, the most historical approach to
Vermeer still leaves us with a master whose
rare sensibility and extraordinary powers of
observation may be described but not
explained.

A Galileo Forgery Open Road Media

At the same time Adolf Hitler was attempting to
take over the western world, his armies were
methodically seeking and hoarding the finest art
treasures in Europe. The Fuehrer had begun

qualities of his paintings and provides a history of
the camera obscura, how it is used, and the
composition of Vermeer's paintings.

Vermeer's Hat W. W. Norton & Company
Galileo’'s O, Volume 11, is perhaps without peer

in the history of the book. In thiswork, historians
in various fields revise the results they presented in
the first two volumes, which focused on the New

Y ork copy of Sidereus Nuncius, writtenin 1610.
The analysis of this book was conceived as a
uniquely multidisciplinary and cooperative
undertaking, and many of its findings remain valid.
Y et the subject of analysis proved to be the work
of an international group of forgers. Volume il
describes the chronology and methods by which
the discovery of forgery was made — a veritable
watershed moment in the continuing struggle
between the ever-more refined methods of forgers
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and new methods used to apprehend them.
Ultimately, the work also providesinsight into the
psychology of specialists who “research

provenance whatsoever; he let the paintings speak
for themselves. And that they did, routinely
mesmerizing the experts in mere seconds. In the

themselves’ in order to prevent similar errorsin the tradition of Frank Abagnale's Catch Me If You

future.

Caveat Emptor Henry Holt and Company

The astonishing true story of America’ s most
accomplished art forger: akid from New Jersey
who became a master, fooling experts and eluding
the FBI for thirty years. Ten years ago, an FBI
investigation in conjunction with the U.S.
Attorney’ s Office in the Southern District of New
Y ork was about to expose a scandal in the art
world that would have been front-page newsin
New York and London. After atrail of fake
paintings of astonishing quality led federal agents
to art dealers, renowned experts, and the major
auction houses, the investigation inexplicably
ended, despite an abundance of evidence collected.
The case was closed and the FBI file was marked
“exempt from public disclosure.” Now that the
statute of limitations on these crimes has expired
and the case appears hermetically sealed shut by
the FBI, this book, Caveat Emptor, isKen
Perenyi’s confession. It isthe story, in detail, of
how he pulled it all off. Glamorous stories of art-
world scandal have always captured the public
imagination. However, not since Clifford Irving's
1969 bestselling Fake has there been a story at all
like this one. Caveat Emptor isuniqueinthat itis
the first and only book by and about America's
first and only great art forger. And unlike other
forgers, Perenyi produced no paper trail, no fake
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Can, and certain to be a bombshell for the major
international auction houses and galleries, hereis
the story of America s greatest art forger.
Provenance Dover Publications

Johannes Vermeer, one of the greatest Dutch
painters and for some the single greatest painter of
all, produced aremarkably small corpus of work.
In Vermeer's Family Secrets, Benjamin Binstock
revolutionizes how we think about Vermeer's work
and life. Vermeer, The Sphinx of Delft, is
famously a mystery in art: despite the common
claim that little is known of his biography, thereis
actually an abundance of fascinating information
about Vermeer’s life that Binstock brings to bear
on Vermeer's art for the first time; he aso offers
new interpretations of several key documents
pertaining to Vermeer that have been
misunderstood. Lavishly illustrated with more than
180 black and white images and more than sixty
color plates, the book aso includes aremarkable
color two-page spread that presents the entirety of
Vermeer's oeuvre arranged in chronological order
in 1/20 scale, demonstrating his gradual formal
and conceptual development. No book on Vermeer
has ever done this kind of visual comparison of his
complete output. Like Poe's purloined letter,
Vermeer's secrets are sometimes out in the open
where everyone can see them. Benjamin Binstock
shows us where to look. Piecing together evidence,

the tools of art history, and his own intuitive skills,
he gives usfor the first time a history of Vermeer's
work in light of Vermeer'slife. On amost every
page of Vermeer's Family Secrets, thereisa
perception or an adjustment that rethinks what we
know about Vermeer, his oeuvre, Dutch painting,
and Western Art. Perhaps the most arresting
revelation of Vermeer's Family Secretsis the final
one: in response to inconsistencies in technique,
materials, and artistic level, Binstock posits that
several of the paintings accepted as canonical
works by Vermeer, arein fact not by Vermeer at all
but by his eldest daughter, Maria. How he argues
thisis one of the book's many pleasures.
The Man who Made Vermeers Head of Zeus Ltd
A classic now back in print and enriched with new
imagery, James J. Rorimer’ sriveting first-hand
account takes readers on atreasure hunt as he
follows the Allied troops across France and
Germany to save Nazi-stolen masterpieces of art.
James J. Rorimer, former director of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, became aleading
figure in the art recovery unit known as the
Monuments Men, an elite group imbedded in the
US Army, who risked their lives during World
War 1l to save Europe’ s greatest artworks from
Hitler’ s grasp. In the film Monuments Men, Matt
Damon'’s character is based on Rorimer as he
embarks on the world’ s most dangerous real-life
hunt for stolen artworks with the goal of locating,
seizing, and returning the works to their original
holders, including museums and private collectors.
This new edition of abook first published in 1950
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includes the original illustrations from the first
edition plus awealth of new imagery and ephemera
uncovered during extensive research, including
WWII photo-graphs, many taken by Rorimer
himself, that are accompanied by gorgeous
reproductions of many of the Old Masters Rorimer
helped save by artists such as Rembrandt, Leonardo
daVinci, Bruegel, Vermeer, Goya, Velazquez, and
van Eyck. Maps created specially for this volume,
and other facts about WWII history and geography,
add new dimension to aremarkable story of
courage, perseverance, and ultimately, triumph.
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