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Spanking the Maid Macmillan

The Origin of the BrunistsGrove Press
Preserving the Spell Vintage

Fiction. Women's Studies. Art. Drama.
llustrated by Lavinia Hanachiuc. Second
Edition. A host of characters emerge from a
madwoman's dreams, populating a world as
strange and magnificent as a painting by
Hieronymus Bosch. A boy with one wing seeks
the secret to flight. A girl with a mirror for a
face, adored by all, longs to simply eat. A
pregnant girl reflects on the effects of
metamorphosis. The stories of BOYSGIRLS
are modern myths: tales that exist within our
present time but also outside it, in a place as
eternal as Atlantis or Middle Earth.

Going Native Tarcher

Robert Coover and the Generosity of the
Page is an unconventional study of Robert
Coover's work from his early masterpiece
The Origin of the Brunists (1966) to the
recent Noir (2010). Written in the second
person, it offers a self-reflexive investigation
into the ways in which Coover's stories often
challenge the reader to resist the conventions
of sense-making and even literary criticism.
By portraying characters lost in surroundings
they often fail to grasp, Coover's work
playfully enacts a "(melo)drama of cognition"
that mirrors the reader's own desire to
interpret and make sense of texts in
unequivocal ways. This tendency in Coover's
writing is indicative of a larger refusal of the
ready-made, of the once-and-for-all or the
authoritative, celebrating instead, in its
generosity, the widening of
possibilities—thus inevitably forcing the
reader-critic to acknowledge the arbitrariness
and artificiality of her responses.

The Universal Baseball Association, Inc., J.
Henry Waugh, Prop Dalkey Archive Press
Why have generations of philosophers failed
or refused to articulate a rigorous challenge to
the death penalty, when literature has been
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rife with death penalty abolitionism for

A m ddl e- aged account ant

centuries? In this book, Peggy Kamuf explores | nvents a di ce-control | ed

why any properly philosophical critique of
capital punishment in the West must confront
the literary as that which exceeds the logical
demands of philosophy. Jacques Derrida has
written that “the modern history of the
institution named literature in Europe over the
last three or four centuries is contemporary
with and indissociable from a contestation of
the death penalty.” How, Kamuf asks, does
literature contest the death penalty today,
particularly in the United States where it
remains the last of its kind in a Western nation
that professes to be a democracy? What
resources do fiction, narrative, and poetic
language supply in the age of the remains of
the death penalty? Following a lucid account
of Derrida’s approach to the death penalty,
Kamuf pursues this question across several
literary texts. In reading Orwell’s story “A
Hanging,” Kamuf explores the relation
between literary narration and the role of the
witness, concluding that such a witness needs
the seal of literary language in order to
account for the secret of the death penalty.
The next chapter turns to the American scene
with Robert Coover’'s 1977 novel The Public
Burning, which restages the executions of
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg as an outlandish
public spectacle in Times Square. Because
this fictional device reverses the drive toward
secrecy that, beginning in the mid-nineteenth
century, put an end to public executions in the
West, Kamuf reads the novel in a tension with
the current tendency in the U.S. to shore up
and protect remaining death penalty practices
through increasingly pervasive secrecy
measures. A reading of Norman Mailer's 1979
novel The Executioner’'s Song, shows the
breakdown of any firm distinction between
suicide and capital execution and explores the
essential affinity between traditional narrative
structure, which is plotted from the end, and
the “plot” of a death penalty. Final readings of
Kafka, Derrida, and Baudelaire consider the
relation between literature and law, showing
how performative literary language can “play
the law. “A brief conclusion, titled
“Postmortem,” reflects on the condition of
literature as that which survives the death
penalty. A major contribution to the field of law
and society, this book makes the case for
literature as a space for contesting the death
penalty, a case that scholars and activists
working across a range of traditions will need
to confront.
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basebal | worl d.

Under st andi ng Robert Coover
McSweeneys Books

Rewrites the old Gernan fol ktal e,
Sl eeping Beauty, into a story
about the ram fications of the
Hol ocaust .

The Conplete Plays G ove
Press

Fairy tales are supposed to
be magi cal, surprising, and
exhil arating, an enchanti ng
counterpoint to everyday life
t hat nonet hel ess hel ps us
understand and deal with the
anxieties of that life.

Today, however, fairy tales
are far from marvel ous—+n the
hands of Hol |l ywood, they have
been stripped of their power,
offering little but fornulaic
narratives and tane
surprises. If we want to

redi scover the power of fairy
tal es—as Arnmando Maggi thinks
we shoul d—we need to discover
a new nmythic | ens, a new way
of approachi ng and
under st andi ng, and thus re-
creating, the transformative
potential of these stories.
In Preserving the Spell,

Maggi argues that the first
step is to understand the

hi story of the various
traditions of oral and
witten narrative that
together created the fairy
tal es we know today. He
begins his exploration with
the ur-text of European fairy
tales, G anbattista Basile's
The Tal e of Tales, then
traces its path through |ater
Italian, French, English, and
GCerman traditions, wth
particul ar enphasis on the

G imm Brot hers’ adaptations
of the tales, which are
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included in the first-ever col l ection of plays since "Theeven literary criticism By

English translation in an Oigin

of the Brunists"

appendi x. Carrying his story received the WIIiam Faul kner

into the twentieth century, Foundati on First Novel Award
Maggi nounts a power f ul In 1966. H's short fiction
argunent for freeing fairy has appeared in the "New
tales fromtheir bl and Yorker," "Harper's Magazine,"

contenporary forns, and and "Pl ayboy."” He lives in
rei nvigorating our belief Provi dence, Rhode [ sl and.
that we still can find new, Ghost Town Grove Press
powerfully transformative The bestselling author of
ways of telling these "The Public Burning" spins a
stories. darkly magi cal tal e about
The Oigin of the Brunists life in an ordinary snall

Si mon and Schust er town and the woman who casts
Robert Coover returns with a spell on its inhabitants.
"Stepnother,” a reimagining of  The Unjversal Basebal

the fairy-tale tradition. There association, Inc., J. Henry

Is magic, there are princes, Waugh,

Prop Open Road Medi a

there are painful castrations. A recreation of the tale of

There are grimreapers, frisky "Sl eep

ng Beauty" tells of a

There is also beauty, and true gjeeping princess who dreans of
| ove, of a sort. a succession of kissing

Pinocchio in Venice University prjnces

, and a grizzled fairy

of Pittsburgh Pre who inhabits the princess

One of the great masterpieces dr eans,

I nfl am ng her desires

a

of nodern Latin American The Grand Hotels (of Joseph
fiction, Terra Nostra is Cornell) Burning Deck Books
concerned with nothing |ess A new col | ection of short stories

than the history of Spain and by the cel ebrated author revists

of South Anerica, with the the shared cultural heritage of
| ndi an Gods and with fairy tales, nyths, and chil dhood
Christianity, with the birth stories to explore the origins of

t he passion, and the death of
civilizations. Fuentes
skillfully blends a w de range
of literary fornms, stories

fear, hope, and wonder in both
children and adults.

Goi ng For a Beer:
Fictions G ove Press
The | one survivor of a

Sel ect ed Short

wi thin stories, Mexican and cat astrophi c mne expl osion
Spani sh nyth, and famous announces that the end of the
literary characters in this world is at hand and begi ns a new

novel that is both a historical cult that, sweeping the mining
epi ¢ and an apocal yptic vision towns, gathers believers in
of nodern tines. Terra Nostra anticipation of the Com ng of the

is that nost anbitious and rare End of the Wrld. Reprint.
of creations—a total work of Pricksongs & Descants Abrans

art.
A Child Again G eenwood

mast er pi

Publ i shing Group Bruni sts (1966) to the

I n Robert Coover's | atest (2010),

An unconventional | ook at Robert
Coover’s work fromhis early

ece The Origin of the

Vander haeghe' s st udy

collection of short stories, offers a self-reflexive
we explore worlds where tine investigation into the ways in

I s dangerously out of
control. Wrlds that unravel
like films within filns

conventi

Wi th the tenporary. Page is

that are exactly |ike our
own. Features new and
previously published stories.

Noi r (2010).

person,

whi ch Coover’s stories often
chal l enge the reader to resist the

ons of sense-naking and

_ _ _ even literary criticism Robert
within films. Wrlds obsessed coover and the Generosity of the

recent Noir

an unconventional study of
U ti rrate|y, we exp| ore worl ds Robert Coover’s work fromhis

early masterpiece The Oigin of
the Brunists (1966) to the recent

Witten in the second
it offers a self-reflexive

Robert Coover has published investigation into the ways in
fourteen novels, three short which Coover’'s stories often

story collections, and a chal l enge the reader to resist the

conventi
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ons of sense-naking and
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portraying characters lost in
surroundi ngs they often fail to
grasp, Coover’s work playfully
enacts a “(nel o)dranma of
cognition” that mrrors the
reader’s own desire to interpret
and nmake sense of texts in

unequi vocal ways. This tendency in
Coover’s witing is indicative of
a larger refusal of the ready-
made, of the once-and-for-all or
the authoritative, celebrating
instead, in its generosity, the
wi deni ng of possibilities—thus

i nevitably forcing the reader-
critic to acknow edge the
arbitrariness and artificiality of
her responses.

Cerald's Party Deep Vel |l um
Publ i shi ng

Probes the personalities
assenbl ed at a party when the
mur der of a guest naned Ros
transfornms an ordi nary eveni ng.
Noir Grove/ Atlantic, |nc.

The sequel to Robert Coover's
debut novel, the award-w nning
The Origin of the Brunists
Spanki ng the Maid Fordham Univ
Press

“A m xtape of variations and a
fugue on tinme froma postnodern
master....Famliar tales and
conventional genres are made
new, tinged wth shuddering
wonder and titillating hunor.”
—Yu- Yun Hsi eh, The New Yor k

Ti mes Book Revi ew Robert Coover
has been playing by his own
rules for nore than half a
century, earning the 1987 Rea
Award for the Short Story as
writer who has nanaged,
willfully and even perversely,
to remain his own man while

of fering his generous vision
and versions of Anerica.” Here,
in this selection of his best
stories, you wll find an
invisible man tragically
obsessed by an invisible woman;
a cartoon man in a cartoon car
who runs over a real man who is
arrested by a real policenman

Wi th cartoon eyes; a stick man
who reinvents the universe.
Wi |l e i nvadi ng the dreans and
ni ght mares of others, Coover
cuts to the core of how realism
wor ks.

Street Cop Grove Press

Presents a synopsis, author
sketch, and critical conmentary
for each of one hundred novels

whi ch were published during the
20t h century and whi ch today
remai n | argely unknown.

Boysgirls The Origin of the

a
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Bruni sts

Thi s vol une contains every play
witten by Joe Oton, who energed
in the 1960s as the nost tal ented
com c playwight in recent English
hi story and was consi dered the

di rect successor to WIde, Shaw,
and Cowar d.
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