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Readings on Writing Volume 3
The Rhetorical TraditionReadings
from Classical Times to the Present
Richard M. Weaver believed that
“rhetoric at its truest seeks to
perfect men by showing them
better versions of themselves.”
Language is Sermonic offers eight
of Weaver’s best essays on the
nature of traditional rhetoric and
its role in shaping society. Arguing
throughout the book against
society’s reverence for
relativism—and the consequential
disregard for real values—this
philosophical idealist uses his
southern background and classical
education as a backdrop for his
scrutiny of our misuse of language.
Weaver argues that rhetoric in its
highest form involves making and

persuasively presenting choice
among goods. He condemns such
supposedly value-free stances as
cultural relativism, semantic
positivism, scientism, and radical
egalitarianism. Eschewing such
peripheral aspect s of rhetoric as
memorization and delivery, aspects
too often now presented as the
whole, Weaver deals instead with
the substance of rhetoric. Ideas and
the words used to express
them—these are Weaver’s
subjects. Anyone concerned about
language—its use and abuse in
contemporary society—will find
Language is Sermonic provocative
and rewarding. The editors’
critical interpretation of all of
Weaver’s writing, as well as Ralph
Eubanks’ brief appreciation of
Weaver, make this a book no
student of language and ideas
should be without. Richard M.
Weaver was one of the most
stimulating and controversial
rhetorical theorists of our time. He
taught for many years at the
University of Chicago and was the
author of several books, including

Visions of Order, Ideas Have
Consequences, The Ethics of
Rhetoric, and Life Without
Prejudice and Other Essays.
Exploration & Practice LSU
Press
George Kennedy's three
volumes on classical rhetoric
have long been regarded as
authoritative treatments of the
subject. This new volume, an
extensive revision and
abridgment of The Art of
Persuasion in Greece, The Art
of Rhetoric in the Roman
World, and Greek Rhetoric
under Christian Emperors,
provides a comprehensive
history of classical rhetoric,
one that is sure to become a
standard for its time. Kennedy
begins by identifying the
rhetorical features of early
Greek literature that
anticipated the formulation of
"metarhetoric," or a theory of
rhetoric, in the fifth and fourth
centuries b.c.e. and then
traces the development of that
theory through the Greco-
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Roman period. He gives an
account of the teaching of
literary and oral composition in
schools, and of Greek and
Latin oratory as the primary
rhetorical genre. He also
discusses the overlapping
disciplines of ancient
philosophy and religion and
their interaction with rhetoric.
The result is a broad and
engaging history of classical
rhetoric that will prove
especially useful for students
and for others who want an
overview of classical rhetoric in
condensed form.
Black Rhetorical
Traditions in the
Civil Rights Movement
(First Edition) Yale
University Press
Rhetoric -- the theory
of oral discourse --
affected and indeed
pervaded all aspects
of classical thought.
Bearing the stamp of
its impact were the
Homeric hymns, the
Iliad and the Odyssey,
Aeschylus' Eumenides,
the great dramatic
tragedies, the elegiac
and lyric poetry, and
the literature of the
Romans, often formed
in the Greek image.
The rhetorical notion
of probability had
direct implications
for the classical
philosopher and
mathematician as it
does today.
Departments of speech,
English, philosophy
and classics provide
the key centers of

interest in the new and
the classical
rhetorics. Despite the
considerable enthusiasm
for the study of
rhetoric, no single
work provides large
selections of primary
materials written by
the classical
rhetoricians
themselves. Until now,
only secondary sources
containing tiny
excerpts, or entire and
expensive translations
of the ancient
rhetorical writings
were available. This
large anthology of
primary readings of the
classical rhetoricians
in translation fills
this large gap. The
continuity and
coherence of ancient
rhetorical traditions
is emphasized by
organizing large
excerpts into the
topical divisions that
later classical writers
agreed upon. The first
unit of this anthology
sets forth major issues
in the definition and
scope of rhetoric, and
its appropriate place
among other modes of
thought and discourse.
Parts 2 through 5 are
organized according to
the traditional canons
of oratory --
invention, disposition,
style, memory, and
delivery. In organizing
the readings this way,
the editors represent

both the philosophical
and theoretical issues
in rhetoric and its
pragmatic functions as
a craft for making
effective discourse.
Selecting excerpts that
illustrate the major
conflicts within the
unfolding tradition
enables a sampling of
not only the major
points of view, but
also the arguments
supporting them. This
volume includes
selections not only
from writings of the
standard classical
rhetoricians but also
from less typical works
which have special
value. The editors have
utilized the best
accessible translations
while remaining
absolutely faithful to
their texts.

The Weimar Origins of
Rhetorical Inquiry Macmillan
Higher Education
Rhetoric is widely regarded as
a kind of antithesis to reason.
Here, Farrell restores rhetoric
as an art of practical reason
and enlightened civic
participation, grounding it in
its classical tradition -
particularly in the rhetoric of
Aristotle.
Theorizing Communication
Longman Publishing Group
Over multiple editions, this
transformative text has
taught the lively art of
rhetorical criticism to
thousands of students at
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more than 300 colleges and
universities. Insights from
classroom use enrich each
new edition. With an
unparalleled talent for
distilling sophisticated
rhetorical concepts and
processes, Sonja Foss
highlights ten methods of
doing rhetorical criticism—the
systematic investigation and
explanation of symbolic acts
and artifacts. Each chapter
focuses on one method, its
foundational theories, and the
steps necessary to perform an
analysis using that method.
Foss provides instructions on
how to write coherent, well-
argued reports of analytical
findings, which are then
illustrated by sample essays.
A chapter on feminist
criticism features the
disruption of conventional
ideologies and practices.
Storytelling in the digital
world is a timely addition to
the chapter on narrative
criticism. Student essays now
include analyses of the same
artifact using multiple
methods. A deep
understanding of rhetorical
criticism equips readers to
become engaged and active
participants in shaping the
nature of the worlds in which
we live.
The Viability of the
Rhetorical Tradition
University of Texas Press

Rhetorical theory, the core of
Roman education, taught rules
of public speaking that are still
influential today. But Roman
rhetoric has long been regarded
as having little important to say
about political ideas. The State
of Speech presents a forceful
challenge to this view. The first
book to read Roman rhetorical
writing as a mode of political
thought, it focuses on Rome's
greatest practitioner and
theorist of public speech,
Cicero. Through new readings
of his dialogues and treatises,
Joy Connolly shows how
Cicero's treatment of the Greek
rhetorical tradition's central
questions is shaped by his ideal
of the republic and the citizen.
Rhetoric, Connolly argues,
sheds new light on Cicero's
deepest political
preoccupations: the formation
of individual and communal
identity, the communicative
role of the body, and the
"unmanly" aspects of politics,
especially civility and
compromise. Transcending
traditional lines between
rhetorical and political theory,
The State of Speech is a major
contribution to the current
debate over the role of public
speech in Roman politics.
Instead of a conventional, top-
down model of power, it
sketches a dynamic model of
authority and consent enacted
through oratorical performance
and examines how oratory
modeled an ethics of
citizenship for the masses as

well as the elite. It explains how
imperial Roman rhetoricians
reshaped Cicero's ideal
republican citizen to meet the
new political conditions of
autocracy, and defends
Ciceronian thought as a
resource for contemporary
democracy.
Seeming and Being in
Plato’s Rhetorical Theory
SIU Press
Volumes in Writing Spaces:
Readings on Writing offer
multiple perspectives on a
wide range of topics about
writing. In each chapter,
authors present their unique
views, insights, and
strategies for writing by
addressing the undergraduate
reader directly. Drawing on
their own experiences, these
teachers-as-writers invite
students to join in the larger
conversation about the craft
of writing. Consequently,
each essay functions as a
standalone text that can
easily complement other
selected readings in first year
writing or writing-intensive
courses across the
disciplines at any level.
Volume 3 continues the
tradition of previous
volumes with topics such as
voice and style in writing,
rhetorical appeals, discourse
communities, multimodal
composing, visual rhetoric,
credibility, exigency,
working with personal
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experience in academic
writing, globalized writing
and rhetoric, constructing
scholarly ethos, imitation and
style, and rhetorical
punctuation.
Practical Argument Princeton
University Press
Interrogates the story of
rhetoric promoted in standard
historical accounts and
reconsiders the relationship
between rhetorical theory,
practice, and pedagogy. The
Viability of the Rhetorical
Tradition reconsiders the
relationship between rhetorical
theory, practice, and pedagogy.
Continuing the line of
questioning begun in the
1980s, contributors examine
the duality of a rhetorical
canon in determining if past
practice can make us more (or
less) able to address
contemporary concerns. Also
examined is the role of
tradition as a limiting or
inspiring force, rhetoric as a
discipline, rhetoric’s
contribution to interest in civic
education and citizenship, and
the possibilities digital media
offer to scholars of rhetoric.
Richard Graff is Assistant
Professor of Rhetoric at the
University of Minnesota, Twin
Cities. Arthur E. Walzer is
Professor of Rhetoric at the
University of Minnesota, Twin
Cities and the author of George
Campbell: Rhetoric in the Age
of Enlightenment, also
published by SUNY Press.
Janet M. Atwill is Associate

Professor of English at The
University of Tennessee at
Knoxville and coeditor (with
Janice M. Lauer) of
Perspectives on Rhetorical
Invention.
Bedford Books
Presents a comprehensive
comprehensive treatment of the
art of persuasion with 150
entries, written by leading
scholars, who bring together
expertise in classical studies,
philosophy, literature, literary
theory, cultural studies, speech,
and communications.
Combines theory, history, and
practice, with a special
emphasis on public speaking,
performance, and
communication.
Considering Mediated Texts
Princeton University Press
The Rhetorical Tradition, the
first comprehensive anthology
of primary texts covering the
history of rhetoric, examines
rhetorical theory from classical
antiquity through today.
Extensive editorial support
makes it an essential text for
the beginning student as well
as the professional scholar.
Professional Writing and
Rhetoric Waveland Press
Chase's readings show that, far
from implying a privileged
status, the work's self-reflexive
structure entails its opacity, its
inability to read itself, and the
necessity of its decomposition.
Virginia Woolf, Mary Daly,
Adrienne Rich Oxford
University Press
Rhetoric in Popular Culture, Fifth
Edition, shows readers how to

apply growing and cutting-edge
methods of critical studies to a full
spectrum of contemporary issues
seen in daily life. Exploring a
wide range of mass media
including current movies,
magazines, advertisements, social
networking sites, music videos,
and television shows, Barry
Brummett uses critical analysis to
apply key rhetorical concepts to a
variety of exciting examples
drawn from popular culture.
Readers are guided from theory to
practice in an easy-to-understand
manner, providing them with a
foundational understanding of the
definition and history of rhetoric
as well as new approaches to the
rhetorical tradition. Ideal for
courses in rhetorical criticism, the
highly anticipated Fifth Edition
includes new critical essays and
case studies that demonstrate for
readers how the critical methods
discussed can be used to study the
hidden rhetoric of popular culture.
Readings from Classical Times
to the Present HarperCollins
In The Ethics of Persuasion:
Derrida's Rhetorical Legacies,
Brooke Rollins argues that
some of the most forceful and
utilitarian examples of
persuasion involve significant
ethical dimensions. Using the
work of Jacques Derrida, she
draws this ethical imperative
out from a series of canonical
rhetorical texts that have
traditionally been understood
as insistent or even guileful
instances of persuasion. Her
reconsideration of highly
determined pieces by Gorgias,
Lysias, Isocrates, and Plato
encourages readers to inherit
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the rhetorical tradition
differently, and it pinpoints the
important rhetorical dimensions
of Derrida's own work.
Drawing on Derrida's
(non)definition of ethics and his
pointed accounts of
performativity, Rollins argues
that this vital ethical component
of many ancient theories,
practices, and pedagogies of
persuasion has been
undertheorized for more than
two millennia. Through
deconstructive readings of
some of these texts, she shows
us that we are not simply
sovereign beings who both
wield and guard against
linguistic techniques of rule.
Our persuasive endeavors,
rather, are made possible by an
ethics--an always prior
encounter with otherness that
interrupts self-presence.
Alternative Rhetorics SUNY
Press
In the first part of the book,
George Kennedy explores
analogies to human rhetoric
in animal communication,
possible rhetorical factors in
the origin of human speech,
and rhetorical conventions in
traditionally oral societies in
Australia, the South Pacific,
Africa, and the Americas.
Topics discussed include
forms of reasoning, the
function of metaphor, and
the forms and uses of formal
language. The second part of
the book provides an account
of rhetoric as understood and

practiced in early literate
societies in the Near East,
China, India, Greece, and
Rome, identifying unique or
unusual features of Western
discourse in comparison to
uses elsewhere.
Rhetorical Criticism SIU
Press
The History and Theory of
Rhetoric offers discussion of
the history of rhetorical
studies in the Western
tradition, from ancient
Greece to contemporary
American and European
theorists that is easily
accessible to students. By
tracing the historical
progression of rhetoric from
the Greek Sophists of the 5th
Century B.C. all the way to
contemporary studies–such
as the rhetoric of science and
feminist rhetoric–this
comprehensive text helps
students understand how
persuasive public discourse
performs essential social
functions and shapes our
daily worlds. Students gain
conceptual framework for
evaluating and practicing
persuasive writing and
speaking in a wide range of
settings and in both written
and visual media. Known for
its clear writing style and
contemporary examples
throughout, The History and
Theory of Rhetoric
emphasizes the relevance of

rhetoric to today's students.
Rhetoric in Popular Culture
Routledge
"The Viability of the
Rhetorical Tradition
reconsiders the relationship
between rhetorical theory,
practice, and pedagogy.
Continuing the line of
questioning begun in the
1980s, contributors examine
the duality of a rhetorical
canon in determining if past
practice can make us more (or
less) able to address
contemporary concerns. Also
examined is the role of
tradition as a limiting or
inspiring force, rhetoric as a
discipline, rhetoric's
contribution to interest in civic
education and citizenship, and
the possibilities digital media
offer to scholars of rhetoric.
Language is Sermonic SAGE
From the best-selling authors
of the most successful reader in
America comes Practical
Argument. No one writes for
the introductory composition
student like Kirszner and
Mandell, and Practical
Argument simplifies the study
of argument. A
straightforward, full-color,
accessible introduction to
argumentative writing, it
employs an exercise-driven,
thematically focused, step-by-
step approach to get to the
heart of what students need to
understand argument. In clear,
concise, no-nonsense language,
Practical Argument focuses on
basic principles of classical
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argument and introduces
alternative methods of
argumentation. Practical
Argument forgoes the technical
terminology that confuses
students and instead explains
concepts in understandable,
everyday language, illustrating
them with examples that are
immediately relevant to
students’ lives.
Addressing Rhetorics in the Age
of Perpetual Conflict Modern
Language Association of America
Professional Writing and Rhetoric
is a disciplinary reader that
introduces students to
professional writing by inviting
them into conversations about the
field by people in the field.
Intended for undergraduates and
entry-level masters students who
are majoring, minoring, or getting
certificates in professional writing
studies, Professional Writing and
Rhetoric is an edited reader that
makes the field's theoretical
discussions accessible to these
students. Addressing a growing
need as the field expands “up”
from service-oriented courses and
“down” from advanced graduate
programs, it fills an important gap
in the books currently available
within professional writing
studies. This text guides students
into the discussions that continue
to form this relatively young field
by (1) organizing readings
rhetorically, (2) including several
readings that are regularly cited in
the field's literatures, (3) selecting
readings that are accessible to
students, and (4) offering
pedagogical devices that aid
comprehension and encourage
critical reflection. The aim is not
to present a “greatest hits of the

field,” nor to direct students'
thinking and practice toward the
hottest new theories, nor to
challenge the thinking of those
already comfortably in the field.
Instead, older and newer
selections are intermixed within a
rhetorical framework to encourage
students to make connections
across readings, promote
reflective rhetorical practice,
stimulate discussion, and
encourage students to become co-
inquirers within the discipline.
Readings Across Traditions
Macmillan
Although women and men
have different relationships to
language and to each other,
traditional theories of rhetoric
do not foreground such gender
differences. Krista Ratcliffe
argues that because feminists
generally have not
conceptualized their language
theories from the perspective
of rhetoric and composition
studies, rhetoric and
composition scholars must
construct feminist theories of
rhetoric by employing a variety
of interwoven strategies:
recovering lost or marginalized
texts; rereading traditional
rhetoric texts; extrapolating
rhetorical theories from such
nonrhetoric texts as letters,
diaries, essays, cookbooks, and
other sources; and constructing
their own theories of rhetoric.
Focusing on the third option,
Ratcliffe explores ways in
which the rhetorical theories of
Virginia Woolf, Mary Daly,
and Adrienne Rich may be
extrapolated from their Anglo-

American feminist texts through
examination of the
interrelationship between what
these authors write and how
they write. In other words, she
extrapolates feminist theories of
rhetoric from interwoven
claims and textual strategies.
By inviting Woolf, Daly, and
Rich into the rhetorical
traditions and by modeling the
extrapolation
strategy/methodology on their
writings, Ratcliffe shows how
feminist texts about women,
language, and culture may be
reread from the vantage point
of rhetoric to construct feminist
theories of rhetoric. She also
outlines the pedagogical
implications of these three
feminist theories of rhetoric,
thus contributing to ongoing
discussions of feminist
pedagogies. Traditional
rhetorical theories are gender-
blind, ignoring the reality that
women and men occupy
different cultural spaces and
that these spaces are further
complicated by race and class,
Ratcliffe explains. Arguing that
issues such as who can talk,
where one can talk, and how
one can talk emerge in daily
life but are often disregarded in
rhetorical theories, Ratcliffe
rereads Roland Barthes’ "The
Old Rhetoric" to show the
limitations of classical
rhetorical theories for women
and feminists. Discovering
spaces for feminist theories of
rhetoric in the rhetorical
traditions, Ratcliffe invites
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readers not only to question how
women have been located as a
part of— and apart from—these
traditions but also to explore
the implications for rhetorical
history, theory, and pedagogy.
Norms of Rhetorical Culture
Bedford/St. Martin's
Marketing, Rhetoric and Control
investigates the tensions that
surround the place of persuasion
(and, more broadly, control) in
marketing. Persuasion has
variously been seen as an
embarrassment to the discipline, a
target for anti-marketing
sentiment, the source of
marketing’s value in the modern
organisation, a mysterious black
box inside the otherwise rational
and logical endeavour of
enterprise, and a rather
insignificant part of the marketing
programme. This book argues
that this multifarious reputation
for persuasion within marketing
stems from the influence of two
quite oppositional paradigms –
the scientific and the magico-
rhetorical – that ebb and flow
across the discourses of its
discipline and practice.
Constructing an interface between
original, challenging close
readings of texts from the
beginnings of the Western
rhetorical tradition and an
examination of the ways in which
marketing has set about
describing itself, this text argues
for a Sophistic interpretation of
marketing. From this perspective,
marketing is understood as
providing intermediary services
to facilitate the continuing
exchange of attention and regard
between firm/client and
stakeholders. It seeks to manage

and direct this exchange through
an appreciation of the changing
rational and irrational motivations
of the firm and stakeholders, using
these as resources for the
construction of both planned and
improvised persuasive interactions
in agonistic (or competitive)
environments. This book is aimed
primarily at researchers and
academics working in the fields of
marketing, marketing
communications, and the related
disciplines of marketing theory,
critical marketing, and digital
marketing. It will also be of value
to marketing academics in
business schools, including those
working in the areas of media and
communication studies who have
an interest in commercial and
corporate communication, brand
use of interactive media, and
communication theory.
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