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The Ruin of Kasch Harlequin

In Ka, Roberto Calasso delves into the corpus of
classical Sanskrit literature recreating and re-imagining
the enchanting world of ancient India. Beginning with the
Rig-Veda, Ka weaves together myths from the
Upanishad, the Mahabharata and the stories of the
Buddha, all of which pose questions that have haunted us
for millennia.

Tombstone Yale University Press

A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice
"[Calasso's] flow of associations leaves you feeling not out
of your depth, but smarter and better read." --The New
York Times Book Review The eighth part of Roberto
Calasso’s monumental series on the primal forces of
civilization The eighth part of Roberto Calasso’s singular
work in progress that began in 1983 with The Ruin of
Kasch, The Celestial Hunter is an inspired and
provocative exploration of mankind’s relationship with
myth, the divine, and the idea of transformation. There
was a time, even before prehistory, when man was simply
a defenseless animal. The gods he worshiped took the
form of other beasts or were the patterns of the stars he
saw above him each night in the sky, which he
transformed into figures and around which he created
stories. Soon, however, man learned to imitate the
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animals that attacked him and he became a hunter. This
transformation, Calasso posits, from defenseless victim to
hunter was a key moment, the first step on man’s
ascendance to power. Suddenly the notion of the hunter
became fundamental. It would be developed over
thousands of years through the figures that became
central to Greek mythology, including the constellations.
Among them was Orion, the celestial hunter, and his dog,
Sirius. Vivid and strikingly original, and expertly translated
from the Italian by Richard Dixon, The Celestial Hunter
traces how man created the divine myths that would
become the cornerstones of Western civilization. As
Calasso demonstrates, the repercussions of these ideas
would echo through history, from Paleolithic to modern
times. And they would be the product of one thing: the
human mind.

BibliomaniaVIZ MediaLLC

The eighteenth-century Venetian painter Giambattista Tiepolo
spent hislife executing commissions in churches, palaces, and
villas, often covering vast ceilings like those at the Wirzburg
Residenz in Germany and the Royal Palace in Madrid with
frescoes that are among the glories of Western art. The life of an
epoch swirled around him—>but though his contemporaries
appreciated and admired him, they failed to understand him.
Few have even attempted to tackle Tiepolo's series of thirty-
three bizarre and haunting etchings, the Capricci and the
Scherzi, but Roberto Calasso risesto the challenge, interpreting
them as chaptersin adark narrative that contains the secret of
Tiepolo’s art. Blooming ephebes, female Satyrs, Oriental sages,
owls, snakes: we will find them all, as well as Punchinello and
Death, within the pages of this book, along with Venus, Time,
Moses, numerous angels, Cleopatra, and Beatrice of
Burgundy—a motley company always on the go. Calasso makes
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clear that Tiepolo was more than a dazzling intermezzo in the

history of painting. Rather, he represented a particular way of
meeting the challenge of form: endowed with afluid, seemingly
effortless style, Tigpolo was the last incarnation of that peculiar

Italian virtue sprezzatura, the art of not seeming artful.

Ka Vintage

In 1897 the young Italian peasant Giuseppe Musolino was falsely convicted
of a crime and sentenced to 21 years at hard labor. He soon escaped, and
began hunting those who had played a role in his false conviction,
extracting an ominous and lethal revenge, killing as many as 25 people. For
three years he eluded a massive manhunt conducted by hundreds of police
and even a full regiment of the Italian army. He soon became a hero to the
common people of southern Italy, who risked imprisonment themselves to
hide, protect, and sustain him. When he was finally captured his trial had
to be moved to a location 600 miles north because the government
believed no jury in the south would convict him. At the time of the trial
The New York Times wrote that he was "the most remarkable being that
has ever stood behind the bars of Italian justice.” This is the first and only

book in English to report the incredible story of Italy's famous Il Brigante."
Al'l Blood Runs Red Farrar, Straus and G roux

Fromthe internationally acclainmed author of
Cadnmus and Harnmony and Ka: an utterly original,
fascinating interpretation of the work of Franz
Kaf ka that is sinmultaneously an unprecedented
exploration into the nystery of Kafka hinself.
What are Kafka's stories about? Are they dreans?
Al | egori es? Synbol s? Things that happen everyday?
But where and when? Countl ess answers have been
of fered, but the question still arouses feelings
of acute uncertainty. Many sol utions have been
proposed, but the essential nystery remains
intact. In this remarkabl e book, Roberto Cal asso
sets out not to dispel the nystery but to let it
be illum nated by its own light. To that end, with
hi s uni que vision, imgination, and intellectual
acunen, Cal asso attenpts to enter the flow, the
tortuous novenent, the physiology of the stories
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to di scover what they are neant to signify and to
delve into the nost basic question along the way:
Wio is K' The culmnation of the author's
lifelong fascination with Kafka, K is a book of
significant literary inportance, the fourth part
in a wrk in progress of which the previous

vol unes are The Ruin of Kasch, The Marriage of
Cadnus and Har nony, and Ka.

The Art of Fiction Harvard University Press
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: Forbes -
Lit Hub « Electric Lit A gorgeous graphic
menoi r about | oss, |ove, and confronting grief
When Kristen Radtke was in college, the sudden
death of a bel oved uncle and the sight of an
abandoned m ning town after his funeral marked
t he begi nning nonents of a lifel ong
fascination with ruins and with peopl e and

pl aces left behind. Over tine, this

fasci nati on deepened until it triggered a
journey around the world in search of ruined
pl aces. Now, in this genre-smashing graphic
menoi r, she | eads us through deserted cities
in the Anerican M dwest, an Icel andic town
buried in volcanic ash, islands in the
Phili ppi nes, New York Cty, and the delicate
passageways of the human heart. Al ong the way,
we | earn about her famly and a rare genetic
heart di sease that has been passed down

t hrough generations, and revisit tragic events
in Arerica’'s past. A narrative that is at once
narrative and factual, historical and
personal, Radtke's stunning illustrations and
piercing text never shy away fromthe big
questions: Wiy are we here, and what w |
| eave behi nd? (Wth bl ack-and-white

Il lustrations throughout; part of the Pantheon
Graphi ¢ Novel series)

Ti epol o Pink Vi ntage

An advisor to Italian publishing houses, a

transl ator of Freud and Jung, a friend of Montale
and Cal vino, Roberto Bazlen was nothing if not a
literary man, but kept his witings to hinself.
Here, translated into English for the first tine,
the reader will discover Bazlen's private oeuvre:
an unfini shed novel, The Sea Captain, which bears
conparison with the fiction of Kafka and Beckett;
a selection of entries fromhis notebooks dealing

we
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with topics as various as whether or not there is
an "ani mal Jahweh" and the aesthetic |limtations
of the cinema; a trio of essays on his native city
of Trieste; and a sanpling of his editorial
letters. Notes Wthout a Text is an introduction
to the work of one of the unknown masters of
twenti eth-century European literature.

Ri ccardi no BRI LL

"A neditation on the ancient wi sdom of the Vedas,
i n which Calasso brings ritual and sacrifice to
bear on the nodern worl d"--

The Marriage of Cadnus and Harnony Farrar,
Straus and G roux

An interior | ook at Roberto Cal asso's work as
a publisher and his reflections on the art of
book publishing In this fascinating nenoir,

t he aut hor and publisher Roberto Cal asso
neditates on the art of book publi shing.
Recal | i ng the begi nni ngs of Adel phi in the
1960s, he touches on the Italian house's
defining qualities, including the

consi derations involved in designing the
successful Biblioteca series and the strategy
for publishing a wide range of authors of high
literary quality, as well as the historic
critical edition of the works of N etzsche.
Wth his signature erudition and pol em ca

flair, Calasso transcends Adel phi to | ook at
the publishing industry as a whole, fromthe
essential inportance of graphics, jackets, and

cover flaps to the consequences of universa
digitization. And he outlines what he

descri bes as the "npbst hazardous and

anmbi tious" profile of what a publishing house
can be: a book conprising nmany books, a form
in which "all the books published by a certain
publ i sher could be seen as links in a single
chai n"—a conception akin to that of other
twentieth-century publishers, fromGulio

Ei naudi to Roger Straus, of whomthe book
offers brief portraits. An essential book for
witers, readers, and editors, The Art of the
Publisher is a tribute to the elusive yet
profoundly rel evant art of maki ng books.

The Forty-nine Steps The Ruin of KaschThe Ruin
of Kaschtakes up two subjects- "the first is
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Tal | eyrand, and the second is everything el se,
wote Italo Cal vino when the book first
appeared in 1983. Hailed as one of those rare
books that persuade us to see our entire
civilization in a newlight, its guide is the
French statesman Charl es- Mauri ce de

Tal | eyrand, who knew the secrets of the ancien
rUgi neand all that cane after, and was able to
adapt the notion of "legitimcy" to the nodern
age. Roberto Calasso follows himthrough a
vast gallery of scenes set inmediately before
and after the French Revol ution, naking

occasi onal forays backward and forward in
time, fromVedic India to the porticoes of the
Pal ai s-Royal and to the killing fields of Pol
Pot, with appearances by Goethe and Marie
Ant oi nette, Napol eon and Marx, Walter Benjamn
and Chateaubriand. At the centre stands the
story of the ruin of Kasch, a | egendary

ki ngdom based on the ritual killing of the
king and enblematic of the ruin of ancient and
nodern regi nes. The Ruin of Kasch

Brilliant, inspired, and gloriously erudite,
Literature and the Gods is the cul m nation of
Roberto Calasso’s |ifelong study of the gods
in the human i magi nati on. By uncovering the

di vi ne whi sper that |ies behind the best
poetry and prose from across the centuries,

Cal asso gives us a renewed sense of the
nmystery and enchantnent of great literature.
From t he bani shnent of the cl assical
divinities during the Age of Reason to their
emanci pati on by the Romantics and their place
inthe literature of our own tinme, the history
of the gods can also be read as a ci phered and
splendid history of literary inspiration.
Rewriting that story, Calasso carves out a
sacred space for literature where the presence
of the gods is discernible. Hs inquiry into
the nature of “absolute literature” transports
us to the realns of Dionysus and O pheus,
Baudel aire and Mall armé, and pronpts a lucid
and i npassi oned defense of poetic form even
when apparently severed from any soci al
function. Lyrical and assured, Literature and
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the Gods is an intensely engagi ng work of
literary affirmati on that deserves to be read
al ongsi de the nmasterpieces it cel ebrates.

La Folie Baudelaire Mantle

In "the very best book about Hi ndu nyt hol ogy

t hat anyone has ever witten" (The New
Republic) Cal asso plunges Western readers into
the mind of ancient India. He begins with a
nystery: Wiy is the nost inportant god in the

Rg Veda, the oldest of India' s sacred texts,
known by a secret name—Ka," or Who? What
ensues i s not an expl anation, but an

unveiling. Here are the stories of the
creation of mnd and matter; of the origin of
Death, of the first sexual union and the first
parricide. W learn why Siva nust carry his
father's skull, why snakes have forked

t ongues, and why, as part of a certain
sacrifice, the king's wfe nust copulate with
a dead horse. A tour de force of schol arship
and seduction, Ka is irresistible.

The Unnanabl e Present Macm || an

In The Thousand and One Ni ghts and
Twentieth-Century Fiction, R chard van
Leeuwen chal | enges conventi onal perceptions
of the devel opnent of 20th-century prose by
argui ng that Thousand and One N ghts, as an
I ntertextual nodel, has been a cruci al

i nfl uence on aut hors who have contri buted
to shaping the main literary currents in
20t h-century world literature, inspiring
new forns and concepts of literature and

t exts.

The Cel estial Hunter Vintage

The Ruin of Kasch

Gand Strategies Italian Literature

Evol uti on and Conversion explores the main
tenets of René Grard' s thought in a series
of dial ogues. Here, Grard reflects on the
evol ution of his thought and offers
striking new insights on topics such as
violence, religion, desire and literature.
H's long argunent is a historical one in
which the origin of culture and religion is
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reunited in the contenporary world by neans cowboys who had cowardly gunned down his brothers.

of a reinterpretation of Christianity and
an understanding of the intrinsically

vi ol ent nature of human bei ngs. He al so

of fers provocative re-readings of Biblical
and literary texts and responds to
statenents by Dani el Dennett and Ri chard
Dawki ns. Including an introduction by the
authors, this is a revealing text by one of

the nost original thinkers of our tine.
Jakob von Gunten Penguin UK

THE | NSTANT NATI ONAL BESTSELLER "Tonbstone is
witten in a distinctly American voice." —.J.
Stiles, The New York Tines “Wth a forner
newsman’s nose for the truth, Cavin has sifted
the facts, nyths, and lies to produce what m ght
be as accurate an account as we will ever get of
the old West’s nost fanous feud.” —Associ ated
Press The true story of the Earp brothers, Doc
Hol | i day, and the fanous Battle at the OK Corral,
by the New York Tines bestselling author of Dodge
Cty and WId Bill. On the afternoon of OCctober

26, 1881, eight nen clashed in what woul d be known
as the nost fanobus shootout in Anerican frontier
history. Thirty bullets were exchanged in thirty
seconds, killing three nen and woundi ng three
others. The fight sprang forth froma tense, hot
sumer. Cattle rustlers had been terrorizing the
back country of Mexico and selling the |ivestock
they stole to corrupt ranchers. The Mexican
government built forts along the border to try to
thwart Anmerican outlaws, while Arizona citizens
becanme increasingly agitated. Rustlers, who becane
known as the cow boys, began to kill each other as
wel | as innocent citizens. That Cctober, tensions
boil ed over with Ike and Billy Cd anton, Tom and
Frank McLaury, and Billy C ai borne confronting the
Tonbst one marshal, Virgil Earp, and the suddenly
deputi zed Watt and Morgan Earp and shotgun-toting
Doc Hol liday. Bestselling author Tom C avin peers
behi nd decades of | egend surrounding the story of
Tonbstone to reveal the true story of the drama
and violence that made it fanobus. Tonbstone al so
digs deep into the vendetta ride that foll owed the
tragi c gunfight, when Watt and Warren Earp and
Hol | iday went vigilante to track down the |ikes of
Johnny Ringo, Curly Bill Brocius, and other
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That "vendetta ride" would make the nyth of Watt
Earp conpl ete and punctuate the struggle for power
in the American frontier's |ast boomtown.

The Thousand and One Nights and Twentieth-Century
Fiction St. Martin's Press

The twenty-eighth and final novel in the
thrilling, wckedly funny I nspector Montal bano
Mysteries series by bestselling author Andrea
Cam |l leri. *Contrary to what you think, |’'m
carrying out this investigation as best | can. But
let’s do this: if | get stuck, if I find |l can't
go forward or back, then I'Il let you know, and
you can step in. And offer ne a way out. You' ve
gained a bit of detective work through ne, haven’'t
you? What do you say?’ ‘I’mgane,’ said the Author
. When | nspector Mntal bano receives an early-
nmor ni ng phone call it proves to be the start of a
very trying day. For the caller expects Mntal bano
to arrive inmnently at a rendezvous with sone
friends. But before he can reply the caller
announces hinsel f as soneone called Riccardino and
hangs up. Later that day news cones in of a bruta
slaying in broad daylight by an unknown assassin
who nmakes his getaway on a notorbi ke. And when the
| nspector learns of the victims identity — a man
called Riccardino — his troubles are only just
begi nni ng. For soon he nust contend with the

i nvol venent of a | ocal bishop and a fortune teller
who reports sone strange goi ngs-on in her

nei ghbour hood. Al roads soon lead to a | ocal salt
m ne but the case proves stubbornly intractable
until Montal bano recei ves anot her unexpected cal

The Book of All Books St. Martin's Press

The Swiss witer Robert Walser is one of the quiet
geni uses of twentieth-century literature. Largely
sel f-taught and altogether indifferent to worldly
success, Walser wote a range of short stories,
essays, as well as four novels, of which Jakob von
@Qunten is wdely recognized as the finest. The
book is a young man's inquisitive and irreverent
account of life in what turns out to be the nost
uncanny of schools. It is the work of an outsider
artist, a witer of unconprom sing originality and
di sconcerting hunor, whose beautiful sentences
have the sinplicity and strangeness of a painting
by Henri Rousseau.

K. Vintage
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Havi ng taken his devoted confidant Hi|degard von
Lohengramm as hi s enpress, Kaiser Reinhard awaits
the birth of his heir. Much remains to trouble
him fromthe ongoi ng canpaign of terror by Church
of Terra diehards to the nmachinations of an
erstwhil e | andesherr, and there are om nous signs
that his own condition nmay be graver than anyone
suspects. Nevertheless, it seens that peace has
finally cone to the New Gal actic Enpire
Meanwhi l e, in the Iserlohn Republic, Julian M ntz,
successor to Yang the Magician, resolves to begin
the first and final battle fought on the
republic’ s ternms—the worl d-shaki ng conclusion to
the Legend of the Galactic Heroes. -- VIZ Media
K. Farrar, Straus and G roux

The first novel in ten years fromthe author
of the bel oved New York Tinmes bestseller The
Particul ar Sadness O Lenon Cake, a | um nous,
poi gnant tale of a nother, a daughter, nental
i1l ness, and the fluctuating barrier between
the mnd and the world On the night her single
nother is taken to a nental hospital after a
psychoti c epi sode, eight year-old Francie is
staying with her babysitter, waiting to take
the train to Los Angeles to go live with her
aunt and uncle. There is a lovely lanp next to
t he couch on which she's sleeping, the shade
adorned with butterflies. Wen she wakes,
Franci e spies a dead butterfly, exactly

mat chi ng the ones on the lanp, floating in a
gl ass of water. She drinks it before the
babysitter can see. Twenty years | ater
Francie is conpelled to make sense of that
nmonent, and two other incidents -- her

di scovery of a desiccated beetle froma school
paper, and a bouquet of dried roses from sone
curtains. Her recall is exact -- she is sure
t hese thi ngs happened. But despite her
certainty, she westles with the hold these
menories maintain over her, and what they say
about her own place in the world. As Francie
conjures her past and reduces her engagenent
with the world to a bare m ninum she begins
to question her relationship to reality. The
scenes set in Francie's past glow wth the

i ntensity of chil dhood perception, how
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physi cal objects can take on an otherworldly
power. The question for Francie is, Wat do
these events signify? And does this power
survive chil dhood? Told in the lush, lilting
prose that |ed the San Francisco Chronicle to
say Ainee Bender is "a witer who nakes you
grateful for the very existence of |anguage,"
The Butterfly Lanpshade is a heartfelt and
heart br eaki ng exam nati on of the sonetines
overwhel m ng power of the nmaterial world, and
a broken | ove between nother and child.

On Mercy Vintage

Fromthe internationally acclainmed author
of The Marriage of Cadnus and Harnony cones
one of the nobst significant books in recent
years on a witer of perennial interest-a
virtuoso interpretation of the work of
Franz Kafka. What are Kafka's fictions
about? Are they dreans? Allegories?
Synbol s? Countl ess answers have been

of fered, but the essential nystery renains
intact. Setting out on his own exploration,
Roberto Cal asso enters the flow, the
tortuous novenent, the physiol ogy of

Kaf ka’s work to di scover why K. and Josef
K. -t he protagoni sts of The Castle and The
Trial—-are so radically different from any
ot her character in the history of the
novel, and to determ ne who, in the end, is
K. The cul mnation of Calasso’'s lifelong
fascination with Kafka' s work, K is also
an unprecedented consi deration of the
nmystery of Kafka hinself.
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