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Orlglnally publlshed in Engllsh in 1978, thls full-scale examlnatlon of the philosophy of
metaphor from Aristotle to the present, brings together and discusses significant
viewpoints on metaphor held by writers in various disciplines. These include linguistics
and semantics, the philosophy of language, literary criticism, and aesthetics.
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Paul Ricoeur is widely regarded as one of the most distinguished philosophers of our
time. In The Rule of Metaphor he seeks 'to show how language can extend itself to its
very limits, forever discovering new resonances within itself'. Recognizing the
fundamental power of language in constructing the world we perceive, it is a fruitful and
insightful study of how language affects how we understand the world, and is also an
indispensable work for all those seeking to retrieve some kind of ...
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In chapter seven of The Rule of Metaphor, * Metaphor and Reference’
Ricoeur expands significantly on the semiotics/semantics opposition, using
the terminology from the philosopher Frege of * sense’ and‘ reference’
(Bedeutung): * The sense is what the proposition states; the reference or
denotation is that about which the sense is stated.” This is an opposition that
deconstructionists will pull apart, but which its defenders suggest is
functional in an imperfect language world ...
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