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Research Design in Aging and Social Gerontology Routledge
The dominant narratives of both science and popular culture typically define
aging and human development as self-contained individual matters, failing to
recognize the degree to which they are shaped by experiential and
contextual contingencies. Our understandings of age are thereby "boxed in"
and constricted by assumptions of "normality" and naturalness that limit our
capacities to explore possible alternative experiences of development and
aging, and the conditions – both individual and social – that might foster such
experiences. Combining foundational principles of critical social science with
recent breakthroughs in research across disciplines ranging from biology to
economics, this book offers a scientifically and humanly expanded landscape
for apprehending the life course. Rejecting familiar but false dichotomies
such as "nature vs. nurture" and "structure vs. agency", it clarifies the
organismic fundamentals that make the actual content of experience so
centrally important in age and development, and it also explores why
attention to these fundamentals has been so resisted in studies of individuals
and individual change, and in policy and practice as well. In presenting the
basic principles and reviewing the current state of knowledge, Dale
Dannefer introduces multi-levelled social processes that shape human
development and aging over the life course and age as a cultural
phenomenon – organizing his approach around three key frontiers of inquiry
that each invite a vigorous exercise of sociological imagination: the Social-
Structural Frontier, the Biosocial Frontier and the Critical-Reflexive
Frontier.
Aging A-Z Sociology of Aging
The demographic phenomena of increased life expectancy, increasing global population of older adults, and
a larger number of older people as a proportion of the total population in nations throughout the world will
affect our lives and the life of each person we know. The changes will result in challenges and benefits for
societies and people of all ages. These events need to be understood, explained, and their consequences
addressed; sociological theories about aging are an essential part of this process. In Understanding Aging and
Diversity: Theories and Concepts, Patricia Kolb presents important sociological theories and concepts for
understanding experiences of older people and their families in a rapidly changing world. She explores
concepts from phenomenology, critical theory, feminist theory, life course theory and gerotranscendence
theory to explain important issues in the lives of older people. This book investigates similarities and
differences in aging experiences, focusing in particular on the effects of inequality. Kolb examines the
relationship of ethnicity, race, gender, sexual orientation and social class to international aging experiences.
This book explores the relationships between older people and social systems in different ways, and informs
thinking about policy development and other strategies for enhancing the wellbeing of older adults. It will be
useful for students and scholars of sociology, gerontology, social work, anthropology, economics, demography
and global studies.
The End Game Routledge
"At last: a book that melds research on family ties in later life inclusively. Connidis' book is
not simply a research compendium but a theoretical synthesis of value to both scholars and
students. Connidis' clear writing style makes it an excellent choice for students... I
recommend this book both to teachers and researchers in the areas of family and aging." --
JOURNAL OF MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY Presenting a broad examination of the
issues surrounding family ties and aging, this advances textbook provides an integrated and
thorough representation of current research in the field. Whereas book on families and aging

have traditionally focused on ties to a spouse and to children and grandchildren, Connidis's
coverage is more extensive and more reflective of contemporary society. She includes groups
and relationships that have typically been neglected, such as single, divorced, and childless
older people and their family relationships, as well as sibling relationships among the elderly,
live-in partnerships not formalized by marriage, and the family ties forged by gays and
lesbians over their life course. Family Ties and Aging weaves the vast range of information
we now have about the many facets of family relationships and aging into a critical,
comprehensive, and integrated whole.
Age at Work Springer Publishing Company
The Handbook of Sociology of Aging is the most comprehensive,
engaging, and up-to-date treatment of developments within the
field over the past 30 years. The volume represents an
indispensable source of the freshest and highest standard
scholarship for scholars, policy makers, and aging
professionals alike. The Handbook of Sociology of Aging
contains 45 far-reaching chapters, authored by nearly 80 of
the most renowned experts, on the most pressing topics related
to aging today. With its recurring attention to the social
forces that shape human aging, and the social consequences and
policy implications of it, the contents will be of interest to
everyone who cares about what aging means for individuals,
families, and societies. The chapters of the Handbook of
Sociology of Aging illustrate the field’s extraordinary
breadth and depth, which has never before been represented in
a single volume. Its contributions address topics that range
from foundational matters, such as classic and contemporary
theories and methods, to topics of longstanding and emergent
interest, such as social diversity and inequalities, social
relationships, social institutions, economies and governments,
social vulnerabilities, public health, and care arrangements.
The volume closes with a set of personal essays by senior
scholars who share their experiences and hopes for the field,
and an essay by the editors that provides a roadmap for the
decade ahead. The Handbook of Sociology of Aging showcases the
very best that sociology has to offer the study of human
aging.
Perspectives on the Future of the Sociology of Aging SAGE
"The New Sociology of Ageing seeks to explore the challenges and opportunities of Ageing
as a global force in its own right working alongside globalisation, urbanisation, new
technology and now both climate change and global pandemics in transforming life in the
21st century. Through the eyes of a young sociology student and her multigenerational
family, this book seeks to sketch out a new sociological framework to interpret this societal
shift and to explore how the 'New Old' - the Baby Boomer generation - might be mobilised
as an agency of social change in transforming later life. It also explores the possibility of
this generation as the co-architects of a new intergenerational social contract for the era
ahead rather than just remaining the recipients of a post-war 20th century social contract
that society can no longer support. This book therefore seeks to fill a significant gap in
current textbook provision by raising the profile and providing a broad overview of the
emerging discipline of the sociology of ageing. With Britain as a case study and societies
across the world as examples, it seeks to explore the emerging revolutions in work &
retirement, the potential crises in pensions, healthcare and housing, and the
transformations in both family life, and in our attitudes to sex and death in later life. It seeks
to introduce students to the dynamics of demography as a sociological force of the future,
as well as to alert them - as the younger generation - to the perils and the promises of
longevity as societies across the world approach the 100 Year Life. Japan is nearly there;

Europe and S.E. Asia are close behind and eventually even Africa will follow. This book will
be of interest to undergraduate students and early scholars in Sociology, Social Sciences,
Gerontology and Social Policy"--
Age Studies Springer Publishing Company
The nature of health in later life has conventionally been studied from two
perspectives. Medical sociologists have focused on the failing body, chronic illness,
infirmity and mortality, while social gerontologists on the other hand have focused on
the epidemiology of old age and health and social policy. By examining these
perspectives, Higgs and Jones show how both standpoints have a restricted sense
of contemporary ageing which has prevented an understanding of the way in which
health in later life has changed. In the book, the authors point out that the current
debates on longevity and disability are being transformed by the emergence of a
fitter and healthier older population. This third age - where fitness and participation
are valorised – leads to the increasing salience of issues such as bodily control, age-
denial and anti-ageing medicine. By discussing the key issue of old age versus
ageing, the authors examine the prospect of a new sociology – a sociology of health
in later life. Medical Sociology and Old Age is essential reading for all students and
researchers of medical sociology and gerontology and for anyone concerned with the
challenge of ageing populations in the twenty-first century. This book is essential
reading for all students and researchers of medical sociology and gerontology.
Aging, Society, and the Life Course, Fourth Edition Routledge
"Beautifully written, erudite, a perfect balance between theory and ethnography. The
narratives are wonderful."—E. Valentine Daniel, author of Charred Lullabies "No book
in medical anthropology matches No Aging in India in its extraordinary richness of
ethnographic detail. A feast of stories, lives, and theory--it contains such a thickness
of social experience that the reader feels he or she has become a part of India's local
worlds. Lawrence Cohen has written one of the finest ethnographic monographs I
have read. A triumph of field research and writing, this book will, I feel sure, set the
standard for the next wave of ethnographies in medical anthropology."—Arthur
Kleinman, author of Writing at the Margin
A Syllabus National Academies Press
In gerontological research the understanding of age and ageing changed in the last
decade. Biologic determined explanations no longer prevail in this research field.
Instead, ideas of social constructivism are frequently used. These ideas define the
state of age and the process of ageing as social constructions, steeping ageing in
social and cultural assumptions, ascriptions, and expectations. From a social
constructivist perspective, age and ageing are not (just) identified as dependency,
deficit, and need for care – as it was foremost accelerated from a biological
perspective – but with the life course and thus with individual lifestyles, experiences,
attitudes and practices, as well as institutional and economic structures. A prominent
social constructivist concept is “doing age.” Similar to “doing gender” the concept of
“doing age” assumes age as taking place in the form of a social praxis within
everyday life interactions between people and thus in performances, embedded in
discourses, through which social hierarchies and ideals proceed. Despite the
paradigm shift that social constructivist concepts enable in gerontological thinking,
they reveal their blind spot when it comes to the materiality of ageing and thus to
fleshy-sensual experiences, human and non-human ontologies and agencies.
Addressing these materialities of ageing brings up its own critique on definitions of
ageing bodies and material environments. This framing does not presume that age
and ageing are solely products of human-to-human interactions or those of formative
environments or of discourses. Rather humans, non-humans, and discourses
become essential parts of ageing processes. Such a material framing enables us
new insights into forms of age and ageing and thus offers an opportunity for scholars
to engage critically with materialities of age and ageing. This eBook explores
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theoretical, methodological, and empirical concepts of such a 'Material Gerontology'.
A Social Problems Perspective Univ of California Press
The aging of the population of the United States is occurring at a time of major economic and social
changes. These economic changes include consideration of increases in the age of eligibility for
Social Security and Medicare and possible changes in benefit levels. Furthermore, changes in the
social context in which older individuals and families function may well affect the nature of key
social relationships and institutions that define the environment for older persons. Sociology offers
a knowledge base, a number of useful analytic approaches and tools, and unique theoretical
perspectives that can facilitate understanding of these demographic, economic, and social changes
and, to the extent possible, their causes, consequences and implications. The Future of the
Sociology of Aging: An Agenda for Action evaluates the recent contributions of social demography,
social epidemiology and sociology to the study of aging and identifies promising new research
directions in these sub-fields. Included in this study are nine papers prepared by experts in
sociology, demography, social genomics, public health, and other fields, that highlight the broad
array of tools and perspectives that can provide the basis for further advancing the understanding
of aging processes in ways that can inform policy. This report discusses the role of sociology in
what is a wide-ranging and diverse field of study; a proposed three-dimensional conceptual model
for studying social processes in aging over the life cycle; a review of existing databases, data
needs and opportunities, primarily in the area of measurement of interhousehold and
intergenerational transmission of resources, biomarkers and biosocial interactions; and a summary
of roadblocks and bridges to transdisciplinary research that will affect the future directions of the
field of sociology of aging.
Ageing and Technology Walter de Gruyter GmbH & Co KG
Three-quarters of deaths in the U.S. today occur to people over the age of 65, following chronic
illness. This new experience of "predictable death" has important consequences for the ways in
which societies structure their health care systems, laws, and labor markets. Dying in Old Age:
U.S. Practice and Policy applies a sociological lens to the end of life, exploring how macrosocial
systems and social inequalities interact to affect individual experiences of death in the United
States. Using data from the National Health and Aging Trends Study and Pew Research Center
Survey of Aging and Longevity, this book argues that predictable death influences the entire life
course and works to generate greater social disparities. The volume is divided into sections
exploring demography, the circumstances of dying people, and public policy affecting dying people
and their families. In exploring these interconnected factors, the author also proposes means of
making "bad death" an avoidable event. As one of the first books to explore the social
consequences of end of life practice, Dying in Old Age will be of great interest to graduate and
advanced undergraduate students in sociology, social work, and public health, as well as scholars
and policymakers in these areas.
Aging and the Life Course Springer Publishing Company
This open access book provides insight on how to interpret capability in ageing –
one’s individual ability to perform actions in order to reach goals one has reason to
value – from a multidisciplinary approach. With for the first time in history there being
more people in the world aged 60 years and over than there are children below the
age of 5, the book describes this demographic trends as well as the large global
challenges and important societal implications this will have such as a worldwide
increase in the number of persons affected with dementia, and in the ratio of retired
persons to those still in the labor market. Through contributions from many different
research areas, it discussed how capability depends on interactions between the
individual (e.g. health, genetics, personality, intellectual capacity), environment (e.g.
family, friends, home, work place), and society (e.g. political decisions, ageism,
historical period). The final chapter summarizes the differences and similarities in
these contributions. As such this book provides an interesting read for students,
teachers and researchers at different levels and from different fields interested in
capability and multidisciplinary research.
New Directions in the Sociology of Aging SAGE
This provocative, intellectually charged treatise serves as a concise introduction to
emancipatory gerontology, examining multiple dimensions of persistent and hotly debated
topics around aging, the life course, the roles of power, politics and partisanship, culture,
economics, and communications. Critical perspectives are presented as definitions for
reader understanding, with links to concepts of identity, knowledge construction, social
networks, social movements, and inequalities. With today’s intensifying concentration of
wealth and corporatization, precarity is the fate for growing numbers of the world’s
population. Intersectionality as an analytic concept offers a new appreciation of how social
advantage and disadvantage accumulate, and how constructions of race, ethnicity, class,
ability, and gender influence aging. The book’s entries offer a bibliographic compendium,
crediting the salience of early pioneering theorists and locating these within the cutting-
edge of research (social, behavioral, policy, and gene–environment sciences) that currently
advances our understandings of human development, trauma, and resilience.
Accompanying these foundations are theories of resistance for advancing human rights and

the dignity of marginalized populations.
Social Gerontology Allyn & Bacon
The population of the United States is growing inexorably older. With birth rates historically
low and life expectancy continuing to rise, the age distribution of the population in the
United States is growing steadily older. This demographic shift is occurring at a time of
major economic and social changes, which have important implications for the growing
elderly population. Other changes, such as the move away from defined-benefit toward
defined-contribution retirement plans, changes in some corporate and municipal pension
plans as a result of market pressures, and the 2008 financial crisis precipitated by the crash
of the housing market, all have economic implications for older people. They are also likely
to make it more difficult for certain groups of future retirees to find their retirements at the
level that they had planned and would like. To deal effectively with the challenges created
by population aging, it is vital to first understand these demographic, economic, and social
changes and, to the extent possible, their causes, consequences, and implications.
Sociology offers a knowledge base, a number of useful analytic approaches and tools, and
unique theoretical perspectives that can be important aids to this task. The Panel on New
Directions in Social Demography, Social Epidemiology, and the Sociology of Aging was
established in August 2010 under the auspices of the Committee on Population of the
National Research Council to prepare a report that evaluates the recent contributions of
social demography, social epidemiology, and sociology to the study of aging and seeks to
identify promising new research in these fields. Perspectives on the Future of the Sociology
of Aging provides candid and critical comments that will assist the institution in making the
final published volume as sound as possible and to ensure that the volume meets
institutional standards for objectivity, evidence, and responsiveness to the study charge.
The New Sociology of Aging Routledge
Age at Work explores the myriad ways in which ‘age’ is at ‘work’ across society, organizations
and workplaces, with special focus on organizations, their boundaries, and marginalizing processes
around age and ageism in and across these spaces. The book examines: How society operates in
and through age, and how this informs the very existence of organizations Age-organization
regimes, age-organization boundaries, and the relationship between organizations and death, and
post-death The importance of memory, forgetting and rememorizing in re-thinking the authors’ and
others’ earlier work Tensions between seeing age in terms of later life and seeing age as
pervasive social relations. Enriched with insights from the authors’ lived experiences, Age at Work
is a major and timely intervention in studies of age, work, care and organizations. Ideal for students
of Sociology, Organizations and Management, Social Policy, Gerontology, Health and Social Care,
and Social Work.
Dying in Old Age Taylor & Francis
`Ageing in Society brings forth exciting new questions, fresh perspectives, and a necessary
critical approach to key issues - this is indeed an authoritative introduction. The authors not
only have made significant contributions to gerontology, but offer the reader considerations
for what could be, not just what is, the design of old age in society. The book will inform
students in ways that so many texts in the area, satisfied with comfortable bromides, do not'
- Jaber Gubrium, Editor of Journal of Aging Studies, University of Missouri-Columbia `This
completely revised Third Edition of Ageing in Society presents one of the most
comprehensive pictures of ageing today. Emphasising the dual processes of ageing
societies and the experience of ageing, the book offers the reader - student or researcher
alike - cogent discussions of the most up to date perspectives and evidence available. The
contributors are all leading experts in their fields - comprising a range of important
disciplines as they apply to ageing. Ageing in Society is a cutting edge text on one of the
most important subjects facing the modern world - a must for all students of ageing' - Mike
Bury, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, University of London `The Third Edition of the
comprehensive textbook Ageing in Society extends its scope to include continental Europe,
allowing broader as well as deeper insights into recent trends in gerontology.
Gerontologists and practitioners are urged not to stop reading before they have reached the
insightful last chapter "Ageing into the future"!' - Professor Dorly Deeg, Editor-in-Chief
European Journal of Ageing The Third Edition of this popular and widely-used text provides
a comprehensive introduction to the study of ageing, exploring the key theories, concepts
and methods which the behavioural and social sciences contribute to the subject.
Thoroughly revised and updated, Ageing in Society reflects new trends in gerontology,
incorporating recent developments in theory and research as well as major international
and interdisciplinary perspectives. A new chapter on cognitive ageing has been added and
key themes, such as social protection, retirement, health and illness, and cultural images of
old age are also critically examined. Ageing in Society was developed by the British Society
of Gerontology to fulfil the need for an authoritative introduction to social gerontology. As
such, it is an ideal resource for students and lecturers in the social and behavioural
sciences, as well as for students and practitioners in health and social care.
Materialities of Age and Ageing: Concepts of a Material Gerontology Houghton

Mifflin
Current demographic developments and change due to long life expectancies, low
birth rates, changing family structures, and economic and political crises causing
migration and flight are having a significant impact on intergenerational relationships,
the social welfare system, the job market and what elderly people (can) expect from
their retirement and environment. The socio-political relevance of the categories of
‘age’ and ‘ageing’ have been increasing and gaining much attention within
different scholarly fields. However, none of the efforts to identify age-related
diseases or the processes of ageing in order to develop suitable strategies for
prevention and therapy have had any effect on the fact that attitudes against the
elderly are based on patterns that are determined by parameters that or not
biological or sociological: age(ing) is also a cultural fact. This book reveals the
importance of cultural factors in order to build a framework for analyzing and
understanding cultural constructions of ageing, bringing together scholarly
discourses from the arts and humanities as well as social, medical and psychological
fields of study. The contributions pave the way for new strategies of caring for elderly
people.
Ambiguous Boundaries of Organizations, Organizing and Ageing transcript
Verlag
"This book introduces the 'new sociology of aging' through the analytical lens of
sociological themes and new sociological theories. In traditional gerontology, much
emphasis is put on aging as decline and decline as aging. Sociology came late to
assessing aging with the introduction of functionalism, Marxist/critical gerontology,
and feminist tools of analysis. This book moves sociology on by exploring the
sociology of 'risky aging' and the precarity of aging identity through managing private
pensions. It examines postmodern sociological thought, which provides the
intellectual platform to diagnose why individuals have to manage their own risk
affairs in welfare such as pensions and care. The book also introduces the
importance of a new social methodology for sociological analysis of aging and family
life including care relations. To compound this, the book then draws from the
sociological conceptual tools of surveillance and governmentality to examine aging
and instances of welfare that epitomises why a new sociology of aging is required in
the US, Canada, EU, Africa and Australasia. Hence, it will appeal to advanced
undergraduate, postgraduate students and researchers. It is envisaged the book will
be provocative in examining the implications of rethinking social relations through an
impetus for a new sociology of aging"--
A Sociological Examination of How We Age and are Aged Through the Life Course
Transaction Pub
This book fosters a deeper understanding of the growing Latino elderly population and the
implications on society. It examines post-WWII demographic and social changes and
summarizes research from sociology, psychology, economics, and public health to shed
light on the economic, physical, and mental well-being of older Latinos. The political and
cultural implications including possible policy changes are also considered. Written in an
engaging style, each chapter opens with a vignette that puts a human face on the issues.
Boxed exhibits highlight social programs and policies and physical and mental health
challenges that impact Latino elders. Web alerts direct readers to sites that feature more
detailed information related to the chapter’s issues. Each chapter also features an
introduction, examples, tables, figures, a summary, and discussion questions. The self-
contained chapters can be presented in any order. Latinos in an Aging World explores:
Real world problems individuals face in dealing with poverty, immigration, and health and
retirement decisions The latest data on Latinos as compared to research on African- and
Asian- Americans where appropriate The unique historical, demographic, social, familial,
and economic situations of various Latino subgroups including those from Mexico, Puerto
Rico, and Cuba How ethnicity affects one’s position of wealth and power and sense of
citizenship. The consequence of life-long disadvantages and stigmatization on economic,
physical, and mental well-being The impact of one’s neighborhood and the proximity to
those from similar cultures on quality of life. The introduction motivates the book and sets
the stage for the entire discussion. Chapter 1 reviews the histories of the major Hispanic
subgroups along with various theories as they relate to race, ethnicity, and gender that
provide a conceptual framework for understanding the later chapters. Demographic,
economic, and social profiles of the various Hispanic subgroups are explored in chapter 2.
Next the Latino population is explored from various perspectives including the economic
and social situations of men and women and their educational, marital and family, and labor
force experiences. Chapter 4 examines older immigrants and their families and identifies
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the resources available to them in their communities that often replicate the cultural and
social support system of the old country. Major health risks that older Latinos face as a
result of the disadvantages they experience throughout life are examined in chapter 5.
Family situations and long-term care and living arrangements of older Hispanics are
examined in chapter 6. The impact of neighborhood on quality of life in terms of safety and
physical and mental wellbeing is explored in chapter 7. The burden that eldercare can place
upon those who bear the responsibility of their daily care is explored in chapter 8. Chapter 9
investigates the gaps in income between minority and non-Hispanic white Americans and
reviews what individuals with few resources need to know about financial management. The
book concludes with the social, political, and economic implications of the growing Hispanic
population and the role of NGOs and other organizations in providing services to older
populations. Intended for courses on Latinos and aging, diversity, race and ethnicity,
minorities and aging, adult development and aging, the psychology or sociology or politics
of aging, geriatric social work, public health and aging, global aging, social or family policy,
and health and society taught in the behavioral and social sciences, ethnic, or Latin
American/Chicano Studies, this book also appeals to researchers and practitioners who
work with Hispanic families.
Ageing in Society SAGE Publications
Appropriate for sociology, psychology, and nursing students, this textbook examines the
biological and physiological changes that affect older people's daily functioning, their risk of
chronic diseases, the psychological changes that can occur, and the social implications of
aging.
Gerotranscendence National Academies Press
Senior citizens face a gauntlet of physical, psychological, and social hurdles. But do
disadvantages accumulated over a lifetime make the final years especially difficult for
some people? Or does the quality of life among poor and affluent seniors converge?
Corey Abramson investigates whether lifelong inequality structures the lives of the
elderly.
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