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Rawblood Penguin

Since rescued from the River Thames as a baby, Pearl has been brought up in a brothel known as the
House of Mermaids, only to be sold to the highest bidder at age fourteen. Meanwhile, orphaned twins,
Lily and Elijah, have shared an idyllic childhood in the country with their uncle, Augustus Lamb. But
when Lily and Elijah visit London, a chance meeting with Pearl will have repercussions for all of them.
Even the Dogs Prelude Books

London, 1860: On the brink of destitution, Dora Damage illicitly takes over her ailing
husband's bookbinding business, only to find herself lured into binding expensive volumes of
pornography commissioned by aristocratic roull s. Dora's charm and indefatigable spirit
carry her through this rude awakening as she contends with violent debt collectors, an
epileptic daughter, evil doctors, a rheumatic husband, errant workmen, nosy neighbors, and a
constant stream of wealthy dilettantes. When she suddenly finds herself forced to offer an
internship to a mysterious, fugitive American slave, Dora realizes she has been pulled into in
an illegal trade of sex, money, and deceit. The Journal of Dora Damage conjures a vision of
London when it was the largest city in the world, grappling with the filth produced by a
swollen population. Against a backdrop of power and politics, work and idleness,
conservatism and abolitionism, Belinda Starling explores the restrictions of gender, class,
and race, the ties of family and love, and the price of freedom in this wholly engrossing
debut novel. REVIEWS: "Unfortunately, Starling's debut novel will be her last; she died
prematurely last year at the age of 34. Although the plot is a bit too crowded and
overworked-a common novice mistake-this historical melodrama artfully evokes the
contradictions inherent in Victorian society. When Dora Damage is forced by circumstances-
an invalid husband and an epileptic daughter-to take over the family bookbinding business,
she is inexorably drawn into a London netherworld she barely knew existed. As if binding
pornographic books for a circle of aristocratic clients isn't bad enough, she is also compelled
to harbor Din Nelson, a fugitive American slave. Unable to suppress her emotional and
physical attraction for Din, she gives into desire and her real education begins."- Booklist

The Last Days of Leda Grey Friday Project
'‘Leda Grey's world is utterly beguiling' THE TIMES Book of the Week A bewitching novel about an enigmatic silent

film actress, and the volatile love affair that left her a recluse for over half a century - for fans of Sarah Waters and Tracy
Chevalier. During the oppressive heat wave of 1976 a young journalist, Ed Peters, finds an Edwardian photograph in a
junk shop in the seaside town of Brightland. It shows an alluring, dark-haired girl, an actress whose name was Leda
Grey. Enchanted by the image, Ed learns Leda Grey is still living - now a recluse in a decaying cliff-top house she once
shared with a man named Charles Beauvois, a director of early silent film. As Beauvois's muse and lover, Leda often
starred in scenes where stage magic and trick photography were used to astonishing effect. But, while playing a cursed
Egyptian queen, the fantasies captured on celluloid were echoed in reality, leaving Leda abandoned and alone for
more than half a century - until the secrets of her past result in a shocking climax, more haunting than any to be in
found in the silent films of Charles Beauvois. "A richly evocative story, brimming with intrigue and suspense’ M.L.
Stedman, author of THE LIGHT BETWEEN OCEANS

Faber & Faber

Once the toast of good society in Victoria's England, the
extraordi nary conjurer Edward Moon no | onger comrands the respect
that he did in earlier tines. Still, each night he returns to the
stage of his theater to anaze his devoted, albeit dw ndling,

audi ence, aided by his partner, the Somanbulist—a silent,
hai rl ess, hul king gi ant who, when stabbed, does not bl eed. But
these are strange, strange tines in England, wth the oddest of
sorts prowing London's dank underbelly. And the very bizarre
death of a disreputable actor has conpelled a baffled police
constabulary to turn once again to Edward Moon for
hel p—+nevitably setting in notion events that wl |
I ncreasi ngly tenuous grasp on reality.

The Stonehenge Letters Orenda Books

‘A fiendishly clever tale of ambition, deception, and power.” DERREN BROWN Belfast, 1914. Two
years after the sinking of the Titanic, high society has become obsessed with spiritualism, attending
séances in the hope they might reach their departed loved ones. William Jackson Crawford is a man of
science and a sceptic, but one night with everyone sitting around the circle, voices come to him —
seemingly from beyond the veil — placing doubt in his heart and a seed of obsession in his mind. Could
the spirits truly be communicating with him or is this one of Kathleen’s parlour tricks gone too far?
Based on the true story of Professor William Jackson Crawford and famed medium Kathleen Goligher,
and with a cast of characters including Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Harry Houdini, The Spirit Engineer
conjures a haunted, twisted tale of power, paranoia and one ultimate, inescapable truth... PRAISE
FOR THE SPIRIT ENGINEER ‘I adored this book. Haunting, witty and deeply moving, The Spirit
Engineer is surely set to become a gothic classic. | was instantly drawn into the mystery and swept
along by the shocking twists and turns. A beautifully written novel.” JODIE WHITTAKER, ACTOR ‘A.J.
West has history at his fingertips and writes brilliantly - so clever it makes your head spin! The Spirit
Engineer is a work of true invention and drama that moves at a cracking pace from the very first page
and keeps you guessing. A compelling and daring book.” JEREMY VINE, BROADCASTER ‘Set in a
historical moment where science and spiritualism meet, The Spirit Engineer is an ingeniously plotted
debut novel.” SARAH BURTON, AUTHOR OF THE STRANGE ADVENTURES OF H ‘A marvellous
and menacing gothic chiller, filled with secrets and soaked in atmosphere, in which the ghouls and
fiends are not of the other world, but this one...” NEIL BLACKMORE, AUTHOR OF THE
INTOXICATING MR LAVELLE ‘A spooky tale of frustrated ambition, hidden loyalties, and desperation,
told with wit, charm and devastating twists. A gothic novel that also manages to make you laugh, even
if you shouldn't.” JONATHAN HARVEY, PLAYWRIGHT ‘With a skilful misdirection that any Edwardian
spirit medium would be proud to demonstrate, A.J. West soon turns the screw in this fascinating
novel... Obsession builds until the stunning climax of the final shocking séance and its awful
repercussions. Was William right to be convinced? Did he prove ghosts exist?’ ESSIE FOX, AUTHOR
OF THE SOMNAMBULIST ‘A gripping, gothic story anchored in the political and spiritual chaos of
Edwardian Belfast. Part horror, part history, The Spirit Engineer is a chilling and thought-provoking tale

shatter his

Page 1/2

to read!

of exploitation, faith, deception, fraud, séances, hubris, and prejudice... accomplished and page-turning.
Fans of Penny Dreadful and The Nevers will love it.” GARETH RUSSELL, HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR
OF THE SHIP OF DREAMS: THE SINKING OF THE TITANIC AND THE END OF EDWARDIAN
BELFAST

The Palace of Curiosities St. Martin's Press

A bewitching novel about an enigmatic silent film actress, and the volatile love affair that left
her a recluse for over half a century - for fans of Sarah Waters and Tracy Chevalier. During the
oppressive heat wave of 1976 a young journalist, Ed Peters, finds an Edwardian photograph in
a junk shop in the seaside town of Brightland. It shows an alluring, dark-haired girl, an actress
whose name was Leda Grey. Enchanted by the image, Ed learns Leda Grey is still living - now
a recluse in a decaying cliff-top house she once shared with a man named Charles Beauvois, a
director of early silent film. As Beauvois's muse and lover, Leda often starred in scenes where
stage magic and trick photography were used to astonishing effect. But, while playing a cursed
Egyptian queen, the fantasies captured on celluloid were echoed in reality, leaving Leda
abandoned and alone for more than half a century - until the secrets of her past result in a
shocking climax, more haunting than any to be in found in the silent films of Charles Beauvois.
‘A richly evocative story, brimming with intrigue and suspense' M.L. Stedman, author of THE
LIGHT BETWEEN OCEANS 'Leda Grey's world is utterly beguiling' THE TIMES Book of the
Week

La Bouche Creole MIRA

Victorian England. A world of rural fairgrounds and glamorous London theatres. A world of dark secrets
and deadly obsessions... Twin sisters Keziah and Tilly Lovell are identical in every way, except that
Tilly hasn't grown a single inch since she was five. Coerced into promoting their father's quack elixir as
they tour the country fairgrounds, at the age of fifteen the girls are sold to a mysterious Italian known
as &' Captain' . Theo is an orphan, raised by his grandfather, Lord Seabrook, a man who has a dark
interest in anatomical freaks and other curiosities ... particularly the human kind. Resenting his
grandson for his mother' s death in childbirth, when Seabrook remarries and a new heir is produced,
Theo is forced to leave home without a penny to his name. Unable to train to be a doctor as he' d
hoped, Theo finds employment in Dr Summerwell' s Museum of Anatomy in London, and here he
meets Captain and his theatrical & family' of performers, freaks and outcasts. But it is Theo' s
fascination with Tilly and Keziah that will lead all of them into a web of dark deceits, exposing the
darkest secrets and threatening everything they know... Exploring universal themes of love and loss,
the power of redemption and what it means to be unique, The Fascination is an evocative, glittering
and bewitching gothic novel that brings alive Victorian London and darkness and deception that lies
beneath...

The Sultan's Wife Headline

Basic French cooking, gusty Spanish flavors, creativity, and a lot of love are Leon Soniatis ingredients
for la bouche CrEole (the Creole mouth). Interwoven with the recipes are the authoris recollections of
New Orleans and of cooking with memere (grandmother) and mamete (mother).

The Journal of Dora Damage Bloomsbury Publishing USA

"A ferocious book, at once intense and alarmingly unsentimental” (James Wood, The New Yorker), this
intimate exploration of life at the edges of society is littered with love, loss, despair, and a half—glimpse
of redemption?now reissued with an introduction by Yiyun Li On a cold, quiet day between Christmas
and the New Year, a man's body is found in an abandoned apartment. His friends look on, but they're
dead, too. Their bodies found in squats and sheds and alleyways across the city. Victims of heroin,
they're ghosts in the shadows, a chorus keeping vigil as the hours pass, paying their own particular
homage as their friend's body is taken away, examined, investigated, and cremated. All of their stories
are laid out piece by broken piece through a series of fractured narratives. We meet Robert, the
deceased, the only alcoholic in a sprawling group of junkies; Danny, just back from uncomfortable
holidays with family, who discovers the body; Laura, Robert's daughter, who stumbles into the drug
addict's life when she moves in with her father after years apart; Heather, who has her own home for
the first time since she was a teenager; Mike, the Falklands War vet; and all the others. Theirs are
stories of lives fallen through the cracks, hopes flaring and dying, love overwhelmed by more
immediate needs. These invisible people live in a parallel reality to most of us, out of reach of food and
shelter. And in their sudden deaths, it becomes clear, they are treated with more respect than they
ever were in their short lives. Winner of the International Dublin Literary Award, Even the Dogs is a
daring and humane exploration of homelessness and addiction from "a writer who will make a
significant stamp on world literature. In fact, he already has" (Colum McCann, winner of the National
Book Award).

The Somnambulist A&C Black

The SomnambulistHarper Collins

Marie Lloyd Macmillan

An intimate look at the journeys of two men—a gentleman scientist and a visionary artist—as
they struggled to capture the world around them, and in the process invented modern
photography During the 1830s, in an atmosphere of intense scientific enquiry fostered by the
industrial revolution, two quite different men—one in France, one in England—developed their
own dramatically different photographic processes in total ignorance of each other's work.
These two lone geniuses—Henry Fox Talbot in the seclusion of his English country estate at
Lacock Abbey and Louis Daguerre in the heart of post-revolutionary Paris—through diligence,
disappointment and sheer hard work overcame extraordinary odds to achieve the one thing
man had for centuries been trying to do—to solve the ancient puzzle of how to capture the light
and in so doing make nature 'paint its own portrait'. With the creation of their two radically
different processes—the Daguerreotype and the Talbotype—these two giants of early
photography changed the world and how we see it. Drawing on a wide range of original,
contemporary sources and featuring plates in colour, sepia and black and white, many of them
rare or previously unseen, Capturing the Light by Roger Watson and Helen Rappaport charts
an extraordinary tale of genius, rivalry and human resourcefulness in the quest to produce the
world's first photograph.

Geek Love Orion

"This special adaptation of Charles Darwin's great scientific work, The Origin of Species,
has been created especially for very young children. Babies and toddlers will enjoy the
wonderul illustrations of animals and their environments. And preschoolers as well as
school-age children will learn from imaginative adult readers how Darwin understood our
evolving world."--Page [4] of cover.

The Strawberry Girl Random House

Summer of 1911. English society is on the brink of change. The streets of London ring with
cheers for a new king's coronation and the cries of increasingly violent suffragette protests.
Connie Callaway, fired up by the possibilities of independence, wants more than the
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conventional comforts of marriage. Spirited and courageous, she is determined to fight for 'the
greatest cause the world has ever known'. Will Maitland, the rising star of county cricket, is a
man of traditional opinions. He is both intrigued and appalled by Connie's outspokenness and
her quest for self-fulfilment. Their lives become inextricably entangled just as the outbreak of
war drives them further apart. Buffeted and spun by choice and chance, Connie and Will
struggle against the aftershocks of war and the changes it wreaks. This is a deeply affecting
story of love against all the odds.

The Spirit Engineer Duckworth Books

Writing A Novel is not a set of rules and regulations. It is an atlas, a guide to finding your
own way over the treacherous passes of your first novel. Pulling together his years of
experience as a novelist and a teacher, Richard Skinner covers the basics of writing
great fiction - narrators, characters, settings - with charm and rigour. But more than that,
he argues that the journey towards a final manuscript is as important as the finished
article itself. His approach works: many of Richard's students have gone on to secure
publishing deals and many more have left his courses with work to be proud of. With its
balance of warmth and wisdom, Writing a Novel will give any aspiring writer the
confidence to face the blank page -- and to fill it.

Writing a Novel Hachette UK

A bewitching historical gothic tale of obsessive love 'recommended to fans of Sarah
Waters' [Heat] from the author of the highly acclaimed TV Book Club-selected THE
SOMNAMBULIST. Saved from the Thames one foggy London night, Pearl grows up at
the House of Mermaids - a brothel that becomes the closest thing to home. But despite
being cosseted and spoiled by the Madame, come her 14th year, Peatrl is to be sold to
the highest bidder. Orphaned twins Lily and Elijah are on a rare trip to London when
they meet the ethereal Pearl. And the repercussions of this chance encounter will bind
all their fates together, in a dark and dangerous way. Bewitching, gothic and sensual,
this is a tale of love and betrayal in a world where nothing is quite as it seems.

The Painted Bridge Orion

"Spanning the years from the 1830s to the Civil War, and moving from Massachusetts to
England, Portugal, and Italy, [this book] explores the tension within a famous marriage of two
soulful, strong-willed people, each devoted to the other but also driven by a powerful need to
explore the far reaches of their creative impulses. It is the story of a forgotten woman in history
who inspired one of the greatest writers of American literature”--Dust jacket flap.

The River Sings Hachette UK

Outside London behind a stone wall stands Lake House, a private asylum for genteel women
of a delicate nature. In the winter of 1859, recently-married Anna Palmer becomes its newest
arrival, tricked by her husband into leaving home, incarcerated against her will and declared
hysterical and unhinged. With no doubts as to her sanity, Anna is convinced that she will be
released as soon as she can tell her story. But Anna learns that liberty will not come easily.
The longer she remains at Lake House, the more she realises that -- like the ethereal bridge
over the asylum's lake -- nothing is as it appears. She begins to experience strange visions
and memories that may lead her to the truth about her past, herself, and to freedom - or lead
her so far into the recesses of her mind that she may never escape... Set in Victorian England,
as superstitions collide with a new psychological understanding, this elegant, emotionally
suspenseful debut novel is a tale of self-discovery, secrets, and a search for the truth in a world
where the line between madness and sanity seems perilously fine.

Bitter Greens Europa Editions

A luminous and bewitching debut novel that is perfect for fans of Angela Carter. Set in Victorian
London, it follows the fortunes of Eve, the Lion-Faced Girl and Abel, the Flayed Man. A magical
realism delight.

The Origin of Species The Somnambulist

In this “sharp, scary, gorgeously evocative tale of love, art, and obsession” (Paula Hawkins,
bestselling author of The Girl on the Train), a beautiful young woman aspires to be an artist, while a
man’s dark obsession may destroy her world forever. The Doll Factory is a sweeping tale of curiosity,
love, and possession set among all the sordidness and soaring ambition of 1850s London. The
greatest spectacle London has ever seen is being erected in Hyde Park and, among the crowd
watching, two people meet. For Iris, an aspiring artist of unique beauty, it is the encounter of a
moment—forgotten seconds later—but for Silas, a curiosity collector enchanted by the strange and
beautiful, the meeting marks a new beginning. When Iris is asked to model for Pre-Raphaelite artist
Louis Frost, she agrees on the condition that he will also teach her to paint, and suddenly her world
expands beyond anything she ever dreamed of. But she has no idea that evil stalks her. Silas, it
seems, has thought of only one thing since that chance meeting, and his obsession is darkening by the
day...

The Fascination Simon & Schuster

Page-turning mystery, grandly seductive romance and full historical immersion into Moroccan
court history, this exquisitely depicted and intensely absorbing novel follows in the bestselling
tradition of The Tenth Gift and The Salt Road. 1677, Morocco. Behind the magnificent walls
and towering arches of the Palace of Meknes, captive chieftain's son and now a lowly scribe,
Nus Nus is framed for murder. As he attempts to evade punishment for the bloody crime, Nus
Nus finds himself trapped in a vicious plot, caught between the three most powerful figures in
the court: the cruel and arbitrary sultan, Moulay Ismail, one of the most tyrannical rulers in
history; his monstrous wife Zidana, famed for her use of poison and black magic; and the
conniving Grand Vizier. Meanwhile, a young Englishwoman named Alys Swann has been
taken prisoner by Barbary corsairs and brought to the court. She faces a simple choice:
renounce her faith and join the Sultan's harem; or die. As they battle for survival, Alys and Nus
Nus find themselves thrust into an unlikely alliance--an alliance that will become a deep and
moving relationship in which these two outsiders will find sustenance and courage in the most
perilous of circumstances. From the danger and majesty of Meknes to the stinking streets of
London and the decadent court of Charles Il, The Sultan's Wife brings to life some of the most
remarkable characters of history through a captivating tale of intrigue, loyalty and desire.
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