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Social Transformation in Central Asia
Cambridge University Press
This book is a study of the role of clan
networks in Central Asia from the early
twentieth century through 2004. Exploring
the social, economic, and historical roots of
clans, and their political role and political
transformation in the Soviet and post-
Soviet periods, it argues that clans are
informal political actors that are critical to
understanding politics in this region. The
book demonstrates that the Soviet system
was far less successful in transforming and
controlling Central Asian society, and in its
policy of eradicating clan identities, than
has often been assumed. In order to
understand Central Asian politics and their
economies, scholars and policy makers
must take into account the powerful role of

these informal groups, how they adapt and
change over time, and how they may
constrain or undermine democratization in
this strategic region.
How Capitalism was Built Cambridge
University Press
Focusing on Soviet culture and its social
ramifications both during the Soviet period and
in the post-Soviet era, this book addresses
important themes associated with Sovietisation
and socialisation in the Central Asian states of
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. The book
contains contributions from scholars in a
variety of disciplines, and looks at topics that
have been somewhat marginalised in
contemporary studies of Central Asia, including
education, anthropology, music, literature and
poetry, film, history and state-identity
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construction, and social transformation. It
examines how the Soviet legacy affected the
development of the republics in Central Asia,
and how it continues to affect the society,
culture and polity of the region. Although each
state in Central Asia has increasingly developed
its own way, the book shows that the states have
in varying degrees retained the influence of the
Soviet past, or else are busily establishing new
political identities in reaction to their Soviet
legacy, and in doing so laying claim to, re-
defining, and reinventing pre-Soviet and Soviet
images and narratives. Throwing new light and
presenting alternate points of view on the
question of the Soviet legacy in the Soviet
Central Asian successor states, the book is of
interest to academics in the field of Russian and
Central Asian Studies.
How Capitalism Was Built Routledge

Anders Aslund is known to make bold predictions
that initially arouse controversy but soon become
common wisdom. In Gorbachev's Struggle for
Economic Reform (1989), he foresaw the collapse
of the Soviet political and economic system. After
Russia's financial crisis of 1998, observers declared
the market economic experiment a failure, Aslund
foresaw market economic success (Building
Capitalism, 2002). In How Capitalism Was Built,
2nd Edition, he asks - and answers for the twenty-
one countries he investigates: • Why did
communism collapse? • Why did Russia not choose
gradual reforms like China did? • Wherein lies the
relative success of postcommunist transformation? •
How did the oligarchs arise and decline vis-à-vis
authoritarian leaders? Anyone who wants to
understand the often confusing postcommunist
dramas and obtain an early insight into the future
will find this intellectually stimulating book useful.
This edition includes updates to each chapter and
new chapters on the impact of the global financial
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crisis and the European Union.

The Transformation of Central and
Eastern Europe, Russia, the
Caucasus, and Central Asia
Princeton University Press
Most books on the Caucasus and
Central Asia are country-by-
country studies. This book, on the
other hand, fills a gap in Central
Eurasian studies as one of the few
comparative case study books on
Central Eurasia, covering both the
Caucasus and Central Asia; it
considers key themes right across
the two regions highlighting both
political change and continuity.
Comparative case study chapters,
written by regional experts from a

variety of methodological
backgrounds, provide historical
context, and evaluate Soviet political
legacies and emerging policy
outcomes. Key topics include: the
varied types and sources of
authoritarianism; political opposition
and protest politics; predetermined
outcomes of post-Soviet economic
choices; social and stability impacts
of natural resource wealth;
variations in educational reform;
international norm influence on
gender policy and the power of
human rights activists. Overall, the
book provides a thorough, up-to-
date overview of what is
increasingly becoming a significant
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area of concern.
Conflict Transformation in Central
Asia UCL Press
China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) is a potential gamechanger
for the Central Asia and South
Caucasus (CASC) region. CASC
countries naturally view this
massive development program as a
unique opportunity to accelerate
their economic development through
increased foreign investment,
upgraded physical infrastructure,
and tighter economic relationships
with their neighbors. Yet
embracing the BRI is not without
risks. Some BRI investments may
prove to be fiscally
unsustainable, economically and
financially unviable, and socially
and environmentally harmful.

Inadequate cross-border
coordination and infrastructure
maintenance could render some BRI
investments wasteful or redundant.
If not proactively addressed, these
risks have the potential to leave
countries worse off for having
participated in the BRI.
Policymakers in the CASC region and
their development partners, thus,
face a daunting question: how to
realize the promise of the BRI for
their countries while avoiding the
pitfalls that lie along the way?
This book attempts to answer this
question by leveraging the unique
insights of development experts in
the CASC region. Drawing on the
most comprehensive review of BRI
investment data conducted to date,
this book presents a dynamic policy
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agenda that is relevant to any
country in which China is building
the Belt and Road.
Present Challenges and Future
Prospects Lexington Books
This book provides the first
systematic analysis of peace-
building in Central Asia for inter-
ethnic conflicts over water and
land in the Ferghana Valley based
on concrete, in-depth and on-site
investigation. The core analysis
centres on peace-building projects
in Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan by three international
aid agencies –an international
NGO, a bilateral governmental
donor and a multilateral agency –
and the shared approach which the
donors developed and used for
conflict transformation. Using

ethnographic case material, the
author critically examines both the
theoretical assumptions guiding
this approach and its empirical
outcomes when put into practice.
Building on existing work in
conflict transformation and the
ethnography of international
assistance in Central Asia, the
book sheds light on Western
attempts to transform the post-
socialist societies of Central Asia
and provides fresh empirical data
on and insights into irrigation
practices, social institutions, and
state and identity formation in the
Ferghana Valley. The book provides
a novel and innovative approach to
the study of development assistance
and peace-building. It will be of
interest to researchers in the
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field of Central Asian Studies,
post-Soviet Studies, Development
and Peace and Conflict Studies.

The Central Asian Economies
Since Independence Routledge
How Capitalism Was Built
tells the story of how the
former communist countries in
East and Central Europe,
Russia, and Central Asia
became market economies from
1989 to 2006. It discusses
preconditions, political
breakthroughs, and
alternative reform programs.
Three major chapters deal
with the deregulation of
prices and trade, price

stabilization, and
privatization. Early radical
reform made output decline the
least. Social developments
have been perplexing but
mixed. The building of
democracy and the
establishment of the rule of
law have been far less
successful. International
assistance has been limited
but helpful. This region has
now become highly dynamic, but
corruption remains
problematic.
Soviet Central Asia Stosius
Incorporated/Advent Books Division
The essays in Globalization on the
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Margins explore the continuities
and changes in Central Asian
education development since the
collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991. Reflecting on two decades of
post-socialist transformations,
they reveal that education systems
in Central Asia responded to the
rapidly changing political,
economic, and social environment in
profoundly new and unique ways.
Some countries moved towards
Western models, others went
backwards, and still others
followed entirely new trajectories.
Yet, elements of the “old” system
remain. Rather than viewing these
post-Soviet transformations in
isolation, Globalization on the
Margins places its analyses within
the global context by reflecting on

the interaction between Soviet
legacies and global education
reform pressures in the Central
Asian countries of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
Instead of portraying the
transition process as the influx of
Western ideas into the region, the
authors provide new lenses to
critically examine the
multidirectional flow of ideas,
concepts, and reform models within
Central Asia. Notwithstanding the
variety of theoretical
perspectives, methodological
approaches, and conceptual lenses,
the authors have one thing in
common: both individually and
collectively, they reveal the
complexity and uncertainty of the
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post-Soviet transformations. By
highlighting the political nature
of the transformation processes and
the uniqueness of historical,
political, social, and cultural
contexts of each particular
country, Globalization on the
Margins portrays post-Soviet
education transformations as
complex, multidimensional, and
uncertain processes.

China’s Belt and Road
Initiative Routledge
Explores the complex and
intertwined problems of
geopolitics and economic
transition of the five new
countries that inherited from
the Soviet Union the strategic
positions and rich natural

resources of Central Asia.
Economists and political
scientists from the region offer
their sometimes opposing views
of the situation, what led to
it, and how to deal with it,
some focusing on a particular
country and some considering the
region as a whole. Annotation
copyright by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
From Crisis to Transformation
Princeton University Press
After the change of power in
Kyrgyzstan in March 2005 and the
massacre in Andijan, Uzbekistan in
May 2005, an intimate
understanding of the social and
political processes in Central
Asia now seems more important than
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ever. Realities of Transformation
offers an account of
democratization policies and their
effects on Central Asia. The
authors â?? from Austria, Germany,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Uzbekistan â?? investigate
democratization policies from
various perspectives, focusing on
the democratization of power
structures, democratization through
external actors, and
democratization of the judicial
sector. Finally, the authors shed
light on the complicated
relationship between
democratization and security.
Realities of Transformation
combines scholarly articles with
texts from NGO representatives.
This book is an essential reading

for anyone interested in Central
Asia, democratization issues, or
local realities in transforming
societies.
Potential Transformation of
Central Asia and the South
Caucasus Springer Nature
With the collapse of communism,
post-communist societies scrambled
to find meaning to their new
independence. Central Asia was no
exception. Events, relationships,
gestures, spatial units and
objects produced, conveyed and
interpreted meaning. The new power
container of the five independent
states of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan would significantly
influence this process of
signification. Post-Soviet Central
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Asia is an intriguing field to
examine this transformation: a
region which did not see an
organised independence movement
develop prior to Soviet implosion
at the centre, it provokes
questions about how symbolisation
begins in the absence of a national
will to do so. The transformation
overnight of Soviet republic into
sovereign state provokes questions
about how the process of communism-
turned-nationalism could become
symbolised, and what specific role
symbols came to play in these early
years of independence.
Characterized by authoritarianism
since 1991, the region’s ruling
elites have enjoyed
disproportionate access to
knowledge and to deciding what, how

and when that knowledge should be
applied. The first of its kind on
Central Asia, this book not only
widens our understandings of
developments in this geopolitically
important region but also
contributes to broader studies of
representation, ritual, power and
identity. This book was published
as a special issue of Europe-Asia
Studies.

Central Peripheries SAGE
Publishing India
This book provides a profound
geographical description and
analysis of Central Asia. The
authors take a synthetic
approach in a period of
critical transformation in the
post-soviet time. The monograph
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analyzes comprehensively the
physical and human geography as
well as human-nature
interactions of Central Asia
with focus on Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.
Natural processes are described
at a systemic scale, focusing on
ecological impacts and
consequences and contemporary
human adaptations and
organization. It also discusses
in which ways the human
organizations try to apply
solutions for their needs such
as security, territorial
management and resources
renewability, material and

functional needs, identity
elaborations, culture and
communication. The Geography of
Central Asia appeals to
scientists and students of
regional geography and
interested academics from other
areas such as social, political,
economic and environmental
studies within the context of
Central Asia. The book is also a
very useful resource for field
trips into this area.
Globalization on the Margins New
Delhi : Allied Publishers
Contributed articles.

Dilemmas of Political and
Economic Development
Routledge
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Despite the central
government's attempts to
assimilate the USSR's non-
Russian peoples, the outlying
republics - especially those
in Central Asia - have
resisted strongly. This book
analyzes Soviet policy toward
the region over the past few
decades, and the effects of
that policy.
The Transformation of State-
society Relations in Post-
Soviet Central Asia IAP
This book highlights some of
the main problems in the
politics, social relations,
culture, and economy of Central

Asia in the period immediately
preceding the crisis of
1988-1990, focusing on the
failure of the Soviet leadership
to integrate the peoples of
Central Asia into a common
Soviet whole.
Studies in the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) Member States Routledge
This book would never have
materialized without the
cooperation of all of the
contributors, each of whom,
certainly, also has a list of
people to thank for help. As
editor, however, I have the
privilege of naming a few whose
contributions were especially
important. My understanding of
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Central Asian society has benefited
enormously from the opportunities I
have had to work and conduct
research in the region, especially
in Uzbekistan. I would therefore
like to thank the International
Research and Exchanges Board and
the University of Tennessee for
making several stays in Central
Asia possible over the past few
years.

Potential Transformation of
Central Asia and the South
Caucasus Cornell University
Press
Central Peripheries explores
post-Soviet Central Asia
through the prism of nation-
building. Although relative
latecomers on the international

scene, the Central Asian states
see themselves as globalized,
and yet in spite of – or perhaps
precisely because of – this,
they hold a very classical
vision of the nation-state,
rejecting the abolition of
boundaries and the theory of the
‘death of the nation’. Their
unabashed celebration of very
classical nationhoods built on
post-modern premises challenges
the Western view of nationalism
as a dying ideology that ought
to have been transcended by post-
national cosmopolitanism.
Marlene Laruelle looks at how
states in the region have been
navigating the construction of a
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nation in a post-imperial
context where Russia remains the
dominant power and cultural
reference. She takes into
consideration the ways in which
the Soviet past has influenced
the construction of national
storylines, as well as the
diversity of each state’s
narratives and use of symbolic
politics. Exploring state
discourses, academic narratives
and different forms of popular
nationalist storytelling allows
Laruelle to depict the complex
construction of the national
pantheon in the three decades
since independence. The second
half of the book focuses on

Kazakhstan as the most hybrid
national construction and a
unique case study of nationhood
in Eurasia. Based on the
principle that only
multidisciplinarity can help us
to untangle the puzzle of
nationhood, Central Peripheries
uses mixed methods, combining
political science, intellectual
history, sociology and cultural
anthropology. It is inspired by
two decades of fieldwork in the
region and a deep knowledge of
the region’s academia and
political environment. Praise
for Central Peripheries ‘Marlene
Laruelle paves the way to the
more focused and necessary
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outlook on Central Asia, a
region that is not a periphery
but a central space for emerging
conceptual debates and
complexities. Above all, the
book is a product of Laruelle's
trademark excellence in
balancing empirical depth with
vigorous theoretical
advancements.’ – Diana T.
Kudaibergenova, University of
Cambridge ‘Using the concept of
hybridity, Laruelle explores the
multitude of historical,
political and geopolitical
factors that predetermine
different ways of looking at
nations and various
configurations of nation-

building in post-Soviet Central
Asia. Those manifold contexts
present a general picture of the
transformation that the former
southern periphery of the USSR
has been going through in the
past decades.’ – Sergey Abashin,
European University at St
Petersburg
The Politics of Transition in
Central Asia and the Caucasus
Routledge
Since the demise of Soviet power,
the newly independent republics
are redefining their identities
and their relations with the world
at large. In Central Asia, which
lies at the crossroads of several
cultures, the emerging trends are
complex and ambiguous. In this
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volume leading experts explore
factors that have driven the
region's historical development and
that continue to define it today:
Overlapping Islamic, Russian, and
steppe cultures and their impact on
attempts to delimit national
borders and to create independent
states; the legacy of Soviet and
earlier imperial rule in economic
and social relations', and the
competition between Uzbek, Tajik,
and other group identities. The
authors make few predictions, but
their original and thought-
provoking analyses offer readers
new insight into those aspects of
Central Asia's past that may shape
its future.
Cotton and the Transformation of
Sedentary Central Asia Cambridge

University Press
Central Asia : report on
transformation / Collective work
under the guidance of Konstantin
Simonov, Director of The Center of
Current Politics in Russia, 2005.

Westview Press
The 9/11 attacks, the U.S.
invasion of Afghanistan, and
the oil boom of recent years
have greatly increased the
strategic importance of
resource-rich Central Asia,
making an understanding of its
economic--and therefore
political--prospects more
important than ever. In The
Central Asian Economies Since
Independence, Richard Pomfret
provides a concise and up-to-
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date analysis of the huge
changes undergone by the
economies of Kazakhstan, the
Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan
since the collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1991. The book assesses
the economic prospects of each
country, and the likelihood that
economic conditions will spur
major political changes. With
independent chapters on each
country, and chapters analyzing
their comparative economic
performance, the book highlights
similarities and differences.
Facing common problems caused by
the breakdown of Soviet economic
relations and the hyperinflation

of the early 1990s, these
countries have taken widely
divergent paths in the
transition from Soviet central
planning to more market-based
economies. The book ends in 2005
with the bloodless Kyrgyz
revolution and the violence in
Uzbekistan, which signaled the
end of the region's political
continuity. Throughout the book,
Pomfret emphasizes the economic
forces that foster political
instability--from Kazakhstan's
resource boom and Turkmenistan's
lack of reform to Tajikistan's
abject poverty.
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