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Uses of Literature
HarperCollins
What's the use of
sociology? The question
has been asked often
enough and it leaves a
lingering doubt in the minds
of many. At a time when
there is widespread
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scepticism about the value
of sociology and of the
social sciences generally,
this short book by one of
the world's leading thinkers
offers a passionate,
engaging and important
statement of the need for
sociology. In a series of
conversations with Michael
Hviid Jacobsen and Keith
Tester, Zygmunt Bauman
explains why sociology is
necessary if we hope to live
fully human lives. But the
kind of sociology he
advocates is one which sees
'use' as more than economic
success and knowledge as
more than the generation of
facts. Bauman makes a

powerful case for the
practice of sociology as an
ongoing dialogue with
human experience, and in so
doing he issues a call for us
all to start questioning the
common sense of our
everyday lives. He also
offers the clearest
statement yet of the
principles which inform his
own work, reflecting on his
life and career and on the
role of sociology in our
contemporary liquid-modern
world. This book stands as
a testimony to Bauman's
belief in the enduring
relevance of sociology. But
it is also a call to us all to
start questioning the world

in which we live and to
transform ourselves from
being the victims of
circumstance into the
makers of our own history.
For that, at the end of the
day, is the use of sociology.
Translation as
Stylistic Evolution
Greenwood Publishing
Group
"These three stories,
set during the summer
of 1940, draw on
Italo Calvino's
memories of his own
adolescence during
the Second World War,
too young to be
forced to fight in
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Mussolini's army but
old enough to be
conscripted into the
Italian youth
brigades. The callow
narrator of these
tales observes the
mounting unease of a
city girding itself
for war, the looting
of an occupied French
town, and nighttime
revels during a
blackout. Appearing
here in its first
English translation,
Into the War is one
of Calvino's only
works of

autobiographical
fiction. It offers
both a glimpse of
this writer's
extraordinary life
and a distilled dram
of his wry, ingenious
literary
voice."--from cover,
page [4].
What Use is Sociology? Pushkin
Press
The idea of human rights is not
new. But the importance of
taking rights seriously has never
been more urgent. The eighteen
essays which comprise Literature
and Human Rights are written
as a contribution to this vital

debate. Each moreover is written
in the spirit of interdisciplinarity,
reaching across the myriad
constitutive disciplines of law,
literature and the humanities in
order to present an array of
alternative perspectives on the
nature and meaning of human
rights in the modern world. The
taking of human rights seriously,
it will be suggested, depends just
as much on taking seriously the
idea of the human as it does the
idea of rights.
Collection of Sand Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt
'Time is a catastrophe,
perpetual and irreversible.'
Science and fiction interweave
delightfully in these playful
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Cosmicomic short stories.
Penguin Modern: fifty new
books celebrating the
pioneering spirit of the iconic
Penguin Modern Classics
series, with each one offering a
concentrated hit of its
contemporary, international
flavour. Here are authors
ranging from Kathy Acker to
James Baldwin, Truman
Capote to Stanislaw Lem and
George Orwell to Shirley
Jackson; essays radical and
inspiring; poems moving and
disturbing; stories surreal and
fabulous; taking us from the
deep South to modern Japan,
New York's underground scene
to the farthest reaches of outer
space.

Teaching Language and
Literature On and Off-
Canon Modern Language
Association
Italo Calvino's beloved,
intricately crafted novel
about an Emperor's
travels—a brilliant journey
across far-off places and
distant memory. “Cities,
like dreams, are made of
desires and fears, even if the
thread of their discourse is
secret, their rules are absurd,
their perspectives deceitful,
and everything conceals
something else.” In a
garden sit the aged Kublai

Khan and the young Marco
Polo—Mongol emperor and
Venetian traveler. Kublai
Khan has sensed the end of
his empire coming soon.
Marco Polo diverts his host
with stories of the cities he
has seen in his travels around
the empire: cities and
memory, cities and desire,
cities and designs, cities and
the dead, cities and the sky,
trading cities, hidden cities.
As Marco Polo unspools his
tales, the emperor detects
these fantastic places are
more than they appear.
Into the War Houghton Mifflin
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Harcourt
"A group of travellers chance to
meet, first in a castle, then a
tavern. Their powers of speech
are magically taken from them
and instead they have only tarot
cards with which to tell their tales.
What follows is an exquisite
interlinking of narratives, and a
fantastic, surreal, and chaotic
history of all human
consciousness."--Goodreads
Understanding Italo Calvino
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
“Calvino . . . managed
effortlessly what no author in
English could quite claim:
his novels and stories and
fables were both classically
modernist and giddily

postmodern, embracing both
experiment and tradition, at
once conceptual and
humane, intimate and
mythic.” — Jonathan
Lethem, New York Times
Book Review Blending reality
and illusion with elegance
and precision, the stories in
this collection take place in a
World War II–era and
postwar Italy tinged with the
visionary and fablelike
qualities. A trio of gluttonous
burglars invades a pastry
shop; two children trespass
upon a forbidden garden; a
wealthy family invites a rustic

goatherd to lunch, only to
mock him. In the title story, a
compact masterpiece of
shifting perspectives, a
panicked soldier tries to keep
his wits—and his life—when
he faces off against a young
partisan with a loaded rifle
and miraculous aim. Select
stories from Last Comes the
Raven have been published
in translation, but the
collection as a whole has
never appeared in English.
This volume, including
several stories newly
translated by Ann Goldstein,
is an important addition to
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Calvino's legacy.
Italo Calvino's Architecture of
Lightness Routledge
The Uses of LiteratureHoughton
Mifflin Harcourt
Encyclopedia of Literature and
Politics: A-G Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt
This “brilliant collection of
essays” and travelogues by the
celebrated author of Invisible
Cities “may change the way you
see the world around you” (The
Guardian, UK). Italo Calvino’s
boundless curiosity and ingenious
imagination are displayed in peak
form in Collection of Sand, his
last collection of new works
published during his lifetime.
Delving into the delights of the
visual world—both in art and

travel—the subjects of these 38
essays range from cuneiform and
antique maps to Mexican temples
and Japanese gardens. In
Calvino’s words, this collection
is “a diary of travels, of course,
but also of feelings, states of mind,
moods⋯The fascination of a
collection lies just as much in what
it reveals as in what it conceals of
the secret urge that led to its
creation” (from Collection of
Sand). Never before translated
into English, Collection of Sand is
an incisive and often surprising
meditation on observation and
knowledge, “beautifully
translated by Martin
McLaughlin” (The Guardian,
UK).
Fantastic Tales Greenwood

Publishing Group
Given the range of his
writing, teaching Calvino
can seem a daunting task.
This volume aims to help
instructors develop creative
and engaging classroom
strategies. Part 1,
"Materials," presents an
overview of Calvino's
writings, nearly all of which
are available in English
translation, as well as critical
works and online resources.
The essays in part 2,
"Approaches," focus on
general themes and cultural
contexts, address theoretical
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issues, and provide practical
classroom applications.
Contributors describe
strategies for teaching
Calvino that are as varied as
his writings, whether having
students study narrative
theory through If on a
winter's night a traveler,
explore literary genre with
Cosmicomics, improve their
writing using Six Memos for
the Next Millennium, or read
Mr. Palomar in a general
education humanities course.
Why Read the Classics?
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
A collection of essays and

addresses includes the author's
musings on Ptolemy, his
reflections on the experimental
writings of Borges and Joyce,
and confessions about his own
ambitions and anxieties. By the
author of The Name of the
Rose. 35,000 first printing.
The Baron in the Trees IGI
Global
Twelve stories by the
brilliant Italian author
employ the history of science
and the poetic imagination
to ring changes on the theme
and activity of creation
Mr. Palomar Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt

This ground-breaking book
explores the phenomenal
growth of live literature in
the digitalizing 21st century.
Wiles asks why literary events
appeal and matter to people,
and how they can transform
the ways in which fiction is
received and valued. Readers
are immersed in the
experience of two contrasting
events: a major literary
festival and an intimate
LGBTQ+ salon. Evocative
scenes and observations are
interwoven with sharp critical
analysis and entertaining
conversations with well-
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known author-performers,
reader-audiences, producers,
critics, and booksellers.
Wiles’s experiential literary
ethnography represents an
innovative and vital
contribution, not just to
literary research, but to
research into the value of
cultural experience across art
forms. This book probes
intersections between readers
and audiences, writers and
performers, texts and events,
bodies and memories, and
curation and reception. It
addresses key literary debates
from cultural appropriation

to diversity in publishing, the
effects of social media, and
the quest for authenticity. It
will engage a broad audience,
from academics and
producers to writers and
audiences.
Difficult Loves Springer Nature
Twenty-six fantasy tales from the
19th century, tracing the genre
from its roots in German
romanticism to the ghost stories
of Henry James. The editor, who
prefaces each story, analyzes the
resurgence of the fantastic in our
day.
The Complete Cosmicomics
Penguin UK
The words 'Anthropocene
animals' conjure pictures of dead

albatrosses' bodies filled with
plastic fragments, polar bears
adrift on melting ice sheets,
solitary elephants in the savannah.
Suspended between the
impersonal nature of the Great
Extinction and the singularity of
exotic individuals, these creatures
appear remote, disconnected from
us. But animals in the
Anthropocene are not simply 'out
there.' Threatening and
threatened, they populate cities
and countryside, often trapped in
industrial farms, zoos, labs.
Among them, there are humans,
too. Italo Calvino's Animals
explores Anthropocene animals
through the visionary eyes of a
classic modern author. In
Calvino's stories, ants, cats,
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chickens, rabbits, gorillas, and
other critters emerge as complex
subjects and inhabitants of a world
under siege. Beside them, another
figure appears in the mirror: that
of an anthropos without a capital
A, epitome of subaltern humans
with their challenges and
inequalities, a companion species
on the difficult path of co-
evolution.
A Life Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt
More than 500 alphabetically
arranged entries by more than
200 expert contributors
overview the complex
relationship between literature
and politics.
If On A Winter's Night A

Traveler Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt
This is the first collection in
English of the extraordinary
letters of one of the great
writers of the twentieth
century. Italy's most
important postwar novelist,
Italo Calvino (1923-1985)
achieved worldwide fame
with such books as
Cosmicomics, Invisible
Cities, and If on a Winter’s
Night a Traveler. But he was
also an influential literary
critic, an important literary
editor, and a masterful letter
writer whose correspondents

included Umberto Eco,
Primo Levi, Gore Vidal,
Leonardo Sciascia, Natalia
Ginzburg, Michelangelo
Antonioni, Pier Paolo
Pasolini, and Luciano Berio.
This book includes a
generous selection of about
650 letters, written between
World War II and the end of
Calvino’s life. Selected and
introduced by Michael
Wood, the letters are expertly
rendered into English and
annotated by well-known
Calvino translator Martin
McLaughlin. The letters are
filled with insights about
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Calvino’s writing and that
of others; about Italian,
American, English, and
French literature; about
literary criticism and
literature in general; and
about culture and politics.
The book also provides a
kind of autobiography,
documenting Calvino’s
Communism and his
resignation from the party in
1957, his eye-opening trip to
the United States in 1959-60,
his move to Paris (where he
lived from 1967 to 1980), and
his trip to his birthplace in
Cuba (where he met Che

Guevara). Some lengthy
letters amount almost to
critical essays, while one is an
appropriately brief defense of
brevity, and there is an even
shorter, reassuring note to his
parents written on a scrap of
paper while he and his
brother were in hiding during
the antifascist Resistance.
This is a book that will
fascinate and delight Calvino
fans and anyone else
interested in a remarkable
portrait of a great writer at
work.
Our Ancestors Cambridge
University Press

Together for the first time, a
new translation of the revered,
contemporary Italian author's
short stories describing the
beginning of the universe and
other natural phenomena
builds creative tales around well-
known scientific facts.
On Literature John Wiley &
Sons
This study recovers Italo
Calvino's central place in a lost
history of interdisciplinary
thought, politics, and literary
philosophy in the 1960s.
Drawing on his letters, essays,
critical reviews, and fiction, as
well as a wide range of
works--primarily urban
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planning and design theory and
history--circulating among his
primary interlocutors, this book
takes as its point of departure a
sweeping reinterpretation of
Invisible Cities. Passages from
Calvino's most famous novel
routinely appear as aphorisms
in calendars, posters, and the
popular literature of inspiration
and self-help, reducing the
novel to vague abstractions and
totalizing wisdom about
thinking outside the box. The
shadow of postmodern studies
has had a similarly diminishing
effect on this text, rendering up
an accomplished but ultimately
apolitical novelistic

experimentation in endless
deconstructive deferrals, the
shiny surfaces of play, and the
ultimately rigged game of self-
referentiality. In contrast, this
study draws on an archive of
untranslated Italian- and
French-language materials on
urban planning, architecture,
and utopian architecture to
argue that Calvino's novel in
fact introduces readers to the
material history of urban
renewal in Italy, France, and
the U.S. in the 1960s, as well as
the multidisciplinary core of
cultural life in that decade: the
complex and continuous
interplay among novelists and

architects, scientists and artists,
literary historians and visual
studies scholars. His last love
poem for the dying city was in
fact profoundly engaged, deeply
committed to the ethical
dimensions of both architecture
and lived experience in the
spaces of modernity as well as
the resistant practices of
reading and utopian imagining
that his urban studies in turn
inspired.
Italo Calvino's Animals Random
House
These seemingly disparate
characters gradually realize their
connections to each other just as
they realize that something is not
quite right about their world. And
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it seems as though the answers
might lie with Hawthorne
Abendsen, a mysterious and
reclusive author whose bestselling
novel describes a world in which
the US won the War... The Man
in the High Castle is Dick at his
best, giving readers a harrowing
vision of the world that almost
was. “The single most resonant
and carefully imagined book of
Dick’s career.” —New York
Times
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