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The God Who is Here David C Cook

This book hails from decades of challenging
trial-and-error work, abundant reading, and an
enduring obligation to ministers, activists, and
unsung lay heroes whose legacies matter. As
there is little that actually addresses the
elusive meanings, if not the dangers inherent
in pursuing alleged spoils of “success,” it is
kairos time. Seemingly scarce resources and
competition to make and maintain ministries in
the city challenge those of us in the field, or on
the sidelines, to speak, write, and
communicate clearly, and convincingly—not
only for ourselves and our “people,” past and
present, but for those who come along soon to
receive the baton or wear the mantle.
Concretely narrated, with unique case studies,
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a cast of dozens contribute their earthy, earnest
testimonies and are, at long last, energetically
affirmed. Specifically, this work proffers
constructive attention to the critical cautions
concerning subtle temptations to “succeed,”
including: commaodification, cooptation,
communalism, clientelism, and cowardice—and,
not bailing on fierce charity-justice tensions
(with benevolence protectively dominant).
Narrative analysis and biography-as-theology,
social ethics, biblical theology, and recent
church history give apt attention to how a
compelling case is possible for success, if
justice is practiced, given a hopeful realism and
perspective of prophetic eschatology.

Hopeful Realism in Urban Ministry The
Wisdom of Stability

In a rootless world, we long for a place
where we find peace, rest, and belonging.
The soil of our society is not particularly
well-suited for growing deep roots of
character and Christian identity. The
consistent pattern of uprooting our lives
and families for a new job, a new
opportunity, a new church has left our
roots damaged, our friendships weak, and
our souls drained. We long for a place
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where we are known, loved, and even
challenged to live more fully. The longing
for home, for place, for rootedness is
ultimately a longing for Jesus. Wrestling
with the biblical themes of land and exile,
Rooted: Growing in Christ in a Rootless
Age is a call to grow more at home in our
true home, Jesus Christ. Walking along
with Israel from Eden through the Exodus
to the Exile, Stephen C. Shaffer shows
how God both rooted and uprooted his
people so that they would find their
identity and center in God.

The Wisdom of Stability Indiana University Press
Evangelicals are increasingly turning their attention
to such issues as the environment, international
human rights, economic development, racial
reconciliation, and urban renewal. The New
Evangelical Social Engagement maps this new
religious terrain and spells out its significance.

God's Economy Xlibris Corporation
Present is an invitation to a deeper, richer,
quieter life with God. So often we
sleepwalk through our days, but thereisa
tremendous gift in practicing awareness
right where we are. In aworld marked by
transience, envy, and rootlessness,
committing to staying put isaradical,
unusual act. Hungry for rootedness,
Courtney Ellis and her family decided to
truly commit to a place and a people God
had given them for a season, to grow some
deep roots and discover what it would mean
to be"al in." Through winsome
storytelling, Courtney demonstrates that
there is tremendous growth when we stop
holding a community at arms' length and
open ourselves to the blessing of stability,
the grace of limits, and the joy of presence.
Thisbook is divided into these three major
sections, with chapters devoted to each of
the gifts that come with our increased
attention to being al in--fully present, right
where we are. Join Courtney for a
thoughtful, funny, and realistic exploration
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of stability, limit, and presence as means of
grace. Journey deeper into the heart of God
that calls us to cultivate community--being
present to what God has placed before
us--and discovering the gifts of the present.
Delve into reasons readers might experience
transience, how to pressin when called to
that, and how to know when it'stime to
move on. Explore the ways borders and
boundariesin our lives are for our good.
When we are able to say, "Thisis my place,
and these are my people,”" and then, like
Ruth, really commit, beautiful things can
happen. With humor and honesty, Courtney
draws in readers who are longing for that
rootedness, trying to figure out how to make
this place their own--in other words, those
who are figuring out how to be al in, right
where they are, for the time God has given
them.

The New Pari sh Rowran &
Littlefield

Jesus Told Us Where to Find H m
Just Look for an Qutcast. His
first followers knew that Jesus
could be found with the

fatherl ess, the w dows, and the
hungry and honel ess. He said that
he hinself was a stranger, and
commended t hose who wel coned him

| f he really neant these things,
what woul d happen if you opened
your door to every person who cane
wi th a need? Jonat han and Leah

W son-Hart grove decided to find
out. The author and his w fe noved
to the Walltown nei ghborhood in
Durham North Carolina, where they
have been answering the door to
anyone who knocks. When they
began, they had little idea what

m ght happen, but they counted on
God to show up. In Strangers at My
Door, W/ son-Hartgrove tells of

ri sks and occasi onal

di sappoi ntnents. But far nore
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often there is joy, surprise, and
excitenent as strangers becone

friends, nentors, and hel pers.
| er se yourself in these
i nspiring, eye-opening accounts of

peopl e who arrive with real needs,
but ask only for an invitation to
come in. You wll never view Jesus
and the people he cares about the
sane way agai n.

Approaches to Mnasticismin
the Context of Christian
Responses to Modern Culture
Rose Publ i shing

What can we do when we fee
stuck? Sam Van Eman has found
that our spiritual |ives need

di sruptive experiences to jolt
and reorient us. Filled with
concrete exanples of how

ordi nary peopl e are shaped by
pursui ng these out-of-the-

ordi nary experiences, this book
provides a path to deeper faith
on pur pose.

God's Country LIT Verlag Minster
Churches everywhere are suffering
fromdraconi an funding cuts, so
how do | eaders with a heart for
alternative mnistries fund their
passi on and build conmunities that
will last? Journalist and
comment at or Becky Garrison | ooks
deep into the experience of nearly
a dozen mnistries in the United
States and United Ki ngdom —al

t hem geared to the grow ng
spiritual -but-not-religious
denogr aphic, and all of them

hi ghly creative ventures doing a
lot with alittle noney. How did
these mnistries start from zero
wi th $0? And how coul d you? --
Becky Garrison

Threshol d of Di scovery Wpf and
St ock Publishers

In today's fast-food world,

of
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Christianity can seem out dat ed
or archaic. The tenptation
beconmes to pick up the pace and
play the ganme. But Chris Smith
and John Pattison invites us to
| eave franchise faith behind and
enter the kingdom of God, where
peopl e know each ot her well and
| ove one another as Christ |oves
t he church.

Post - Traumati ¢ God Brazos
Press

The first detail ed exegeti cal
treatment of Paul’s letters
fromthe enmerging discipline
of m ssional herneneutics,

M chael Gorman’s Becom ng the
Gospel argues that Paul’s
letters invite Christian

communi ties both then and now
to not nerely believe the
gospel but to becone the
gospel and, in doing so, to
participate in the |life and

m ssion of God. Show ng that
Paul i ne churches were active
public participants in and

W t nesses to the gospel,
Gorman reveal s the m ssional
significance of various
thenes in Paul’s letters.
also identifies select
cont enporary exanpl es of
mssion in the spirit of
Paul , inviting all Christians
to practice Paul -inspired

I magi nation in their own

cont ext s.

The Routl edge I nternati onal
Handbook of Education, Religion
and Val ues W pf and Stock
Publ i shers

Find a way back to a God that can
be trusted, |oved, and worshi pped

He
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after a traumatic event.

Seeing Jesus in East Harlem
Rout | edge

Church | eaders need to show up,
stay put, and see what God is
doing in their mdst. Pastor José
Hunphreys recogni zes how deeply
our faith is tied to our
particular stories in our
particul ar places. Conbining
spiritual formation with activism
vivid narrative with exhortation
and realismw th hopeful ness,
Hunphreys offers pastors and

church planters a thoughtful | ook
at discipleship in a conpl ex
wor | d.

Radi cal Hospitality Paraclete
Press

Ameri can Theol ogi cal Inquiry (ATI)

reaches thousands of Christian
schol ars, clergy, and other
interested parties, primarily in
the U S. and U K The journal was
formed in 2007 by Gannon Mur phy
(PhD Theol ogy, Univ. Wl es,
Lanpeter; Presbyterian/ Reforned)
and Stephen Patrick (PhD

Phi | osophy, Univ. Illinois;
Eastern Orthodox) to open up space
for Christian scholars who affirm
t he Ecunenical Creeds to
contribute research throughout the
broader Christian scholarly
comunity in Anerica and the West.
The purpose of ATl is to provide
an inter-tradition forumfor
scholars who affirmthe historic
Ecunmeni cal Creeds of Christendom
to constructively conmuni cate

cont enporary theol ogi es,

devel opnents, ideas, commentaries,
and insights pertaining to

t heol ogy, culture, and history
toward reform ng and el evating
Western Christianity. ATl seeks a
critical function as nmuch or nore
SO as a quasi-ecuneni cal one. The
purpose is not to erase or weaken
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the distinctives of the various

ecclesial traditions, but to w den
t he di al ogue and increase inter-
tradi tion understandi ng while
mutual ly affirmng Christ's power
to transformcul ture and the

i nportance of strengthening Western
Christianity with special reference
to Her historic, creedal roots.
"Theol ogi ans, woul d-be theol ogi ans,
and the theologically attentive

will want to check out Anerican
Theol ogical Inquiry." ~ Richard
John Neuhaus (1936-2009), First
Thi ngs

Becomi ng the Gospel Peni el
Press

Vot ed Best Book of 2010 by
Engl ewood Revi ew of Books "In
what ever place you live, do
not easily leave it." —Abba
Ant hony I n an age where we
mght email a friend in
Africa, skype a co-worker
Brazil, and tel econference
wWith people in different tine

In

zones—all in one day-the
sheer speed of life can be
di zzying. Like children

stunbling off a nerry-go-
round, says Jonat han W1 son-
Hart grove, we are grasping
for sonething to anchor our

lives in a sea of constant
change. In The W sdom of
Stability, WIson-Hartgrove

i1 lum nates the biblical and
nonasti ¢ under standi ng of why
staying in one place is both
a virtue and good for you.
"For the Christian
tradition," he wites, "the
heart's true hone is alife
rooted in the |ove of God."
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When we cultivate an inner
stability of heart - by
rooting ourselves in the
pl aces where we |ive,
the people we are with,
the sinple rhythns of tending
to body and soul
can happen. The W sdom of
Stability is a nust-read for
pastors, |eaders, and anyone
seeki ng an authentic path of
Christian transfornmation.
Energence Christianity
InterVarsity Press

Headl i nes rage with big
stories about big churches.
But tucked away in

nei ghbor hoods t hr oughout
North Anerica is a profound
wor k of hope quietly
unf ol di ng as the gospel
root in the context of a
pl ace. The future of the
church is local, connected to
the struggl es of the people
and even to the land itself.
Present Thonas Nel son

Smal| Batch explores the
ener gi ng denom nati onal
novenent into planting

m ssional conmmunities. As the
church finds its way into the
new mllennium it is faced
wth the need to think of its
m ssion as an ancient future
Christian comunity. Theol ogy
to practical guide, stories
fromthe front and
communities to discover,
books to read, and snall
group study questions nake
Smal | Batch a handbook for

t akes
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i ndividuals interested in the
grow ng novenent of planting
new Christian communities.

engagi ng Through the novenent of the
and byspirit and shared common life

and staying deeply rooted in

— true growt hthe ancient practices of

Christian community, the
denom nati onal church is being
reborn in a new m ssion
context. Small batch

communi ties are poppi ng up
across the country with a new
m ssion fervor. They are

| ocally focused. They are
organi c and deeply rooted in
the community and derive their
strength fromthe care they
give to local concerns. They
are sust ai nabl e because t hey
begin to find new econom es

t hat support the work. Bishop
Doyl e expl ores the sendi ng
churches that are planting
greenfield mnistries and

mul tiplying churches who are
spinning off new contextually
oriented m ssion conmmunities.
What we di scover in Snal

Batch is that the gospel wll
not be deterred by size or
economc realities, and we are
even now able to see the
future shape of very diverse

Christian m ssion.
Theol ogy as Retri eval
St ock Publishers

* Thoughtful exploration of
mdlife spirituality through the
prismof nature wal ks « Study
guestions for each section Roger
Onens, facing a “dark night of the
soul” as he turned forty and

W pf and
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entered nmidlife, was encouraged by are rediscovering the rich

his spiritual director to think of
it instead as a “threshold of

di scovery.” Rather than go on a
grand adventure |ike wal king the
Appal achian Trail or the Cam no de
Santiago, he decided to mark his
fortieth year by taking forty wal ks
in a nearby nature preserve. Wth
pati ence and attention, he explored
the concerns rising within him the
inevitability of death, his boredom
with life, and the reality of his
changing faith, changi ng i mages of
God, and changi ng sense of self.
The result is forty short chapters
t hat weave together insightful
stories of his walks with

accessi ble history and practices of
Christian spirituality and the
lives of saints. This field guide
to the spirituality of mdlife
facilitates readers’ persona

j our neys through questions of

faith, purpose, and rel ationships.
It is not solely a nenoir, but a
work of wisdomliterature that uses
engaging first-person narratives to
expl ore universal thenmes and
spiritual inquiry. Wse and

i magi native, and with study
guestions for each section,
Threshol d of Discovery is the
conpani on gui de for a thoughtful
Christian journey.

Sl ow Church Zondervan

The institution of
nonasticismin the Christian
Church is in general decline,
at least in so-called “first
wor | d” nations. Though there
are many reasons for this,
nonastic | eaders are
confronted by the reality of
fewer conmunities, nonks, and
nuns nonet hel ess. At the sane

time, many younger Christians
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heritage of the nonastic

tradi tion. Though they

t henmsel ves mi ght not be called
to join a traditional
nonastery, they are eager to
appropriate nonastic practices
in their own lives. This had

|l ed to a novenent known as the
“new nonasticisnt or “secul ar
nonasticism” Despite |acking
a unified vision and any

central organization, these
new secul ar nonastics are
attenpting, in their own ways,

to carry on the tradition and
practices of Christian
nonasticism As well, there is
a novenent within historical
Christian nonasteries to pour
new wi ne i nto old w neskins.
Traditional forns of
nonasticismare al so generally
fl ourishing in devel opi ng

nati ons, breathing newlife

i nto nonasticism This vol une
| ooks at the current nonastic
| andscape to assess where
nonastici smstands and to

I magine ways in which it wll
grow in the future, |eading
not only to a renewed
Christian nonasticismbut to
new nonasti ci sns.

Par acl ete Press

The culture in North America is
shifting out fromunder the
Christian church. This book
denonstrates how this shift
calling for change in the
church and the art of Jesus
procl amati on. On the one hand,
the church is losing its place

'S
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of influence wthin greater

soci ety, but on the other hand,
this post-Christian citizenry
are nore open (Il ess anxious)
when faced with many Christian
expressions. One particul ar hope
for the church, as it discovers
a newlife wthin post-
Christendom w !l be found in

hi storically grounded,

liturgical worship. Welcone to
the Table was witten by a
churchman who is also a citizen
of post-Christian culture. It
provi des a thoughtful discussion
of the place of Iliturgical
worship within the culture
shift, addressing it
thematically and providing

speci fic and practi cal
suggestions for the

adm ni stration of ancient forns.
Strangers at My Door W pf and
St ock Publishers

Drawi ng from Scri pture,

church history, and the
author's own mnistry

experi ences anong those who
live on the margins,

Vul nerabl e Faith bridges the
of ten enornous gap between
t he conceptual ideal of
faithful ness we tal k about
church and a genui ne,
practical, radical obedience
to Jesus. "This book is an
invitation to radical

faithful ness found in wlling
vul nerability. Jam e Arpin-

Ri cci guides readers through
a process of transformation,
whi ch exposes our pretense
and prom ses new |life through
and beyond the cross of

In
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Christ.” —Sister Helen

Prej ean, CSJ, author of Dead
Man WAl ki ng "The urgency of
the invitation to each of us

I n Vul nerabl e Faith cannot be
ignored. In a world of terror
and hatred, of protection and
retaliation, it is a bold and
| nportant rem nder to
Christians of the radical
nature of our w tness as
followers of Jesus. He is the
Wrd made flesh, the

vul nerabl e i ncarnation of
God's |l ove for each and every
one of us." —Jean Vanier, from
the foreword "In Vul nerable
Faith the life of St. Patrick
meets the spirituality of the
Twel ve Steps. It is a
surprising, potent and
chal | engi ng conbi nati on, one
that Jame Arpin-Ricci uses to
prof ound effect in setting
before us a vision of
Christian community
characterized by |oving

vul nerability, sacrificial
generosity and a radi cal

wel cone of the stranger into
t he Shal om of God's Ki ngdom
An inspiring and |ife-changing
book." —Ri chard Beck, author
Uncl ean and Sl avery of Death
"I'f you are intrigued by the
life of early Celtic |eader
St. Patrick, and if you see a
need for transformation in
your own |ife, Vul nerable
Faith is your invitation to
take sonme tinme to expl ore what
greater faithfulness in the
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peopl e of God m ght
Jam e juxtaposes the life of
St. Patrick with | essons

| earned from AA's Twel ve Stepsworthy of our

in a way that is refreshing
and challenging. This is not
for the faint-hearted but for
t hose who want to take steps
deeper into the |love of God. |
|l oved it, was inspired by it
and recommend it to all who
take their faith seriously.”
—hristine Sine, author of

Return to Qur Senses "Using anwel |

array of exanples that
wi de and deep, Jam e Arpin-

Ricci draws us into a very
deep place. This place of
guestions, trenbling, fear,
hope, faith, is at the heart

of our vulnerability. It
this very place that we nost
intimately find God and one
anot her"—ran Rossi Szpyl czyn,
Cat hol i c bl ogger, contributed
to Homlists for the Honel ess
"Jam e i s an expert
storyteller who with
conpassi on and i nagi nation

seanl essly weaves together theArpin-Ricci

ol d and the new,
the sinner, the practical

w sdom of the 12 Steps with
the tinel ess wi sdom of the
Scriptures. But his greatest
feat in Vulnerable Faith is
show ng how transfornmative

spirituality can be woven intofor Chri st

t he context of restorative
community, where it bel ongs.
Using the life of Saint
Patrick as his guide, Jame
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| ook |ike. paves a way for al

of us — on
our own and in conmunity — to
approach a vulnerability
redenpti on.

Vul nerable Faith is a priner
on authentic comunity, a
personal devotional book, and
an insightful look into the
human heart, all in one" —-Any
Hol I i ngswort h, author of The
Sinple Faith of M ster Rogers
and Runaway Radi cal "Jam e
Arpin-Ri cci knows only too
that spiritual growth and

Is bothtransformation are the result

of God’s grace. In 'Vul nerable
Faith', he masterfully shows
how the 12 Steps help
facilitate an openness to God
wth the life of St. Patrick

s inas our guiding exanple. |

heartily recomend this book
to anyone interested in
teaching that has stood the
test of tine."-Al bert Haase,

O F.M, author of Catching
Fire, Becom ng Flane: A Cuide
for Spiritual Transformation
“I'n Vul nerable Faith, Jame
has found a uni que

the saint andway to blend the life

struggles of St Patrick to
hel p us restore our own

di l emma of negl ected

di sci pl eship. Referencing the
12 Steps nodel, the reality of
Patrick's life and the need
in our own lives
slowy unfolds into an
under st andi ng of how Chri st
fulfills shalomin all the
areas of our lives. W all
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need this book".—Randy

Whodl ey, aut hor of Shal om and
the Community of Creation: An
I ndi genous Vi si on "Vul nerabl e
Faith is a wonderfully
creative exploration of

m ssi onal
the story of St. Patrick as
wel | as contenporary culture.
The artful retelling of the
story of St. Patrick is done
Wi th i maginati on and care.
Each chapter's install nent of
the story of the bel oved saint
is foll owed by theol ogi cal

refl ection that probes and
prods the reader toward
hol i ness. This book is a fine
resource for clergy,
congregations, and m ssi onal
conmuni ti es. "—El ai ne Heat h,
author W Were the Least of
These "In this age of self-
reliance and faux
invincibility, the spiritual

di scipline of vulnerability iStraditional

a rare thing indeed. CGently
and yet provocatively, Jame
Arpin-Ricci uses the life and

risk of Christian faith,

t he
hope of prophetic w tness, and
the true reward of costly
grace for our tine. St.
Patrick and the tenets of the
t wel ve-step program of

life that draws fromAl coholics Anonynous serve as

new and i nspiring conpani ons
as Arpin-R cci guides us al ong
the path toward renew ng our
comm tnent to be m ssionary
di sciples of Christ.” —PBani el
P. Horan OFM aut hor, The
Franci scan Heart of Thonas
Merton

The Power of Place InterVarsity
Press

Approaches to Monasticismin
the Context of Christian
Responses to Modern Culture is
a study of how the val ues and
practices of nopnasticismare
bei ng shaped by the shift to a
cul tural understandi ng of
Christianity in nodern tines.
The val ues and practices of
nonastici sm are
contrasted with those of

vari ous expressions of new
nonasti ci sm agai nst the

teaching of St Patrick to showbackground of a nulticultura

us that it is only through
accepti ng our conmon weakness,
our brokenness and our
unequi vocal need for grace
that we can find the
opportunity for full ness of
life and true freedom"

—M chael Frost, author of
Incarnate "Wth creativity,
skill, vulnerability, and

I nsight Jam e Arpin-Ricci
rei ntroduces readers to the
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and fluid social environnent in
an effort to find sone
reci procal illum nation. The
study ains to describe
nonasticismin terns of
authenticity and lived
religion.
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