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A Popular History of England Penguin
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW
AND THE BOSTON GLOBE This richly entertaining biography chronicles the eventful life of Queen
Victoria’s firstborn son, the quintessential black sheep of Buckingham Palace, who matured into as wise and
effective a monarch as Britain has ever seen. Granted unprecedented access to the royal archives, noted
scholar Jane Ridley draws on numerous primary sources to paint a vivid portrait of the man and the age to
which he gave his name. Born Prince Albert Edward, and known to familiars as “Bertie,” the future King
Edward VII had a well-earned reputation for debauchery. A notorious gambler, glutton, and womanizer, he
preferred the company of wastrels and courtesans to the dreary life of the Victorian court. His own mother
considered him a lazy halfwit, temperamentally unfit to succeed her. When he ascended to the throne in
1901, at age fifty-nine, expectations were low. Yet by the time he died nine years later, he had proven
himself a deft diplomat, hardworking head of state, and the architect of Britain’s modern constitutional
monarchy. Jane Ridley’s colorful biography rescues the man once derided as “Edward the Caresser” from
the clutches of his historical detractors. Excerpts from letters and diaries shed new light on Bertie’s long
power struggle with Queen Victoria, illuminating one of the most emotionally fraught mother-son
relationships in history. Considerable attention is paid to King Edward’s campaign of personal diplomacy
abroad and his valiant efforts to reform the political system at home. Separating truth from legend, Ridley
also explores Bertie’s relationships with the women in his life. Their ranks comprised his wife, the stunning
Danish princess Alexandra, along with some of the great beauties of the era: the actress Lillie Langtry,
longtime “royal mistress” Alice Keppel (the great-grandmother of Camilla Parker Bowles), and Lady
Randolph Churchill, mother of Winston. Edward VII waited nearly six decades for his chance to rule, then
did so with considerable panache and aplomb. A magnificent life of an unexpectedly impressive king, The
Heir Apparent documents the remarkable transformation of a man—and a monarchy—at the dawn of a new
century. Praise for The Heir Apparent “If [The Heir Apparent] isn’t the definitive life story of this
fascinating figure of British history, then nothing ever will be.”—The Christian Science Monitor “The Heir
Apparent is smart, it’s fascinating, it’s sometimes funny, it’s well-documented and it reads like a novel, with
Bertie so vivid he nearly leaps from the page, cigars and all.”—Minneapolis Star Tribune “I closed The Heir
Apparent with admiration and a kind of wry exhilaration.”—The Wall Street Journal “Ridley is a serious
scholar and historian, who keeps Bertie’s flaws and virtues in a fine balance.”—The Boston Globe
“Brilliantly entertaining . . . a landmark royal biography.”—The Sunday Telegraph “Superb.”—The New York
Times Book Review
Holy Blood, Holy Grail Crown
The calculated use of media by those in power is a phenomenon dating back at least to the seventeenth
century, as Harold Weber demonstrates in this illuminating study of the relation of print culture to
kingship under England's Charles II. Seventeenth-century London witnessed an enormous expansion of
the print trade, and with this expansion came a revolutionary change in the relation between political
authority—especially the monarchy—and the printed word. Weber argues that Charles' reign was
characterized by a particularly fluid relationship between print and power. The press helped bring about
both the deconsecration of divine monarchy and the formation of a new public sphere, but these
processes did not result in the progressive decay of royal authority. Charles fashioned his own semiotics
of power out of the political transformations that had turned his world upside down. By linking diverse
and unusual topics—the escape of Charles from Worcester, the royal ability to heal scrofula, the sexual
escapades of the "merry monarch," and the trial and execution of Stephen College—Weber reveals the
means by which Charles took advantage of a print industry instrumental to the creation of a new
dispensation of power, one in which the state dominates the individual through the supplementary
relationship between signs and violence. Weber's study brings into sharp relief the conflicts involving
public authority and printed discourse, social hierarchy and print culture, and authorial identity and
responsibility—conflicts that helped shape the modern state.
The Abbot's Tale Simon and Schuster
The first major biography of its subject in more than thirty years
makes use of new British manuscript sources to draw a rich portrait

of Henry VIII's archbishop of Canterbury who guided England through
the Reformation. UP.

The Wheel Spins University Press of Kentucky
In the year 937, the new king of England, a grandson of Alfred the Great,
readies himself to go to war in the north. His dream of a united kingdom of
all England will stand or fall on one field—on the passage of a single day. At
his side is the priest Dunstan of Glastonbury, full of ambition and wit
(perhaps enough to damn his soul). His talents will take him from the
villages of Wessex to the royal court, to the hills of Rome—from exile to
exaltation. Through Dunstan’s vision, by his guiding hand, England will
either come together as one great country or fall back into anarchy and
misrule . . . From one of our finest historical writers, The Abbott’s Tale is
an intimate portrait of a priest and performer, a visionary, a traitor and
confessor to kings—the man who can change the fate of England.
Paper Bullets Random House
Medieval civilization came of age in thunderous events like the Norman Conquest and the First
Crusade. Power fell into the hands of men who imposed coercive new lordships in quest of nobility.
Rethinking a familiar history, Thomas Bisson explores the circumstances that impelled knights,
emperors, nobles, and churchmen to infuse lordship with social purpose. Bisson traces the origins of
European government to a crisis of lordship and its resolution. King John of England was only the
latest and most conspicuous in a gallery of bad lords who dominated the populace instead of ruling it.
Yet, it was not so much the oppressed people as their tormentors who were in crisis. The Crisis of the
Twelfth Century suggests what these violent people—and the outcries they provoked—contributed
to the making of governments in kingdoms, principalities, and towns.
The Nuns of Sant'Ambrogio Oxford Paperbacks
On 29 December, 1170, Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, was brutally murdered in his own
cathedral. News of the event was rapidly disseminated throughout Europe, generating a widespread cult
which endured until the reign of Henry VIII in the sixteenth century, and engendering a fascination which
has lasted until the present day. The Cult of Thomas Becket: History and Historiography through Eight
Centuries contributes to the lengthy debate surrounding the saint by providing a historiographical analysis of
the major themes in Becket scholarship, tracing the development of Becket studies from the writings of the
twelfth-century biographers to those of scholars of the twenty-first century. The book offers a thorough
commentary and analysis which demonstrates how the Canterbury martyr was viewed by writers of previous
generations as well as our own, showing how they were influenced by the intellectual trends and political
concerns of their eras, and indicating how perceptions of Thomas Becket have changed over time. In
addition, several chapters are devoted a discussion of artworks in various media devoted to the saint, as well
as liturgies and sermons composed in his honor. Combining a wide historical scope with detailed textual
analysis, this book will be of great interest to scholars of medieval religious history, art history, liturgy, sanctity
and hagiography.
The Red Prince DigiCat
The State of the World Atlas is an accessible, unique visual survey of current events and
global trends, highlighting the international scope and complexity of many challenges facing
the humanity today. With a bold new design, this distinctive atlas presents the latest statistics
on international trade and migration, the globalization of work, aging and new health risks
(up to and including the COVID-19 pandemic), food and water, energy resources and
consumption, literacy, gender equality, wars and peacekeeping, and more. And for the newest
edition, special attention has been brought to the way that all of these issues are affected by
the ongoing climate crisis. Fascinating, troubling, and surprising, this is an important resource
for anyone who seeks to better understand the world around them.
Mary Queen of Scots HarperCollins
In Killing Hope, William Blum, author of the bestselling Rogue State: A Guide to the World's Only
Superpower, provides a devastating and comprehensive account of America's covert and overt
military actions in the world, all the way from China in the 1940s to the invasion of Iraq in 2003 and
- in this updated edition - beyond. Is the United States, as it likes to claim, a global force for
democracy? Killing Hope shows the answer to this question to be a resounding 'no'.
The Leading Facts of English History Manchester University Press
A TIMES AND SUNDAY TIMES BEST BOOK OF 2021 ‘The Red Prince announces Helen Carr as

one of the most exciting new voices in narrative history.’ Dan Jones Son of Edward III, brother to the Black
Prince, father to Henry IV and the sire of all the Tudors. Always close to the English throne, John of Gaunt
left a complex legacy. Too rich, too powerful, too haughty⋯ did he have his eye on his nephew’s throne?
Why was he such a focus of hate in the Peasants’ Revolt? In examining the life of a pivotal medieval figure,
Helen Carr paints a revealing portrait of a man who held the levers of power on the English and European
stage, passionately upheld chivalric values, pressed for the Bible to be translated into English, patronised the
arts, ran huge risks to pursue the woman he loved⋯ and, according to Shakespeare, gave the most beautiful
of all speeches on England.
A Daughter's Love Cambridge University Press
Our Island Story is the "history" of England up to Queen Victoria's Death. Marshall used
these stories to tell her children about their homeland, Great Britain. To add to the
excitement, she mixed in a bit of myth as well as a few legends.
Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
"The family drama of England's wealthiest and most powerful king. A tale of jealousy, mutual
distrust, and often bitter sibling rivalry, simmering beneath the magnificent pageantry and
stormy politics of the Tudor court."--Back cover.
The State of the World Atlas Princeton University Press
Through the eye-witness and contemporary biographical accounts, this book provides
valuable insight into the late-12th century world. The extracts, many previously untranslated,
expose one of the most controversial figures of the Middle Ages. Written as the shock of
Becket's murder in 1170 reverberated around Europe, the accounts provide vivid testimony
to the most dramatic events of his life. They show how he became champion of the church
and enemy of the king, fled into exile to lead a life of asceticism and political agitation, and
returned to face martyrdom before the altar of his own cathedral.
Mary Queen of Scots Univ of California Press
With the novelistic vividness that made his National Book Critics Circle Award finalist Queen
of Scots "a pure pleasure to read" (Washington Post BookWorld), John Guy brings to life
Thomas More and his daughter Margaret-- his confidante and collaborator who played a
critical role in safeguarding his legacy. Sir Thomas More's life is well known: his opposition to
Henry VIII's marriage to Anne Boleyn, his arrest for treason, his execution and martyrdom.
Yet Margaret has been largely airbrushed out of the story in which she played so important a
role. John Guy restores her to her rightful place in this captivating account of their
relationship. Always her father's favorite child, Margaret was such an accomplished scholar
by age eighteen that her work earned praise from Erasmus. She remained devoted to her
father after her marriage--and paid the price in estrangement from her husband.When More
was thrown into the Tower of London, Margaret collaborated with him on his most famous
letters from prison, smuggled them out at great personal risk, even rescued his head after his
execution. John Guy returns to original sources that have been ignored by generations of
historians to create a dramatic new portrait of both Thomas More and the daughter whose
devotion secured his place in history.
The Cult of Thomas Becket Penguin UK
First published as part of the best-selling The Oxford Illustrated History of Britain, John Guy's Very Short
Introduction to The Tudors is the most authoritative short introduction to this age in British history. It offers
a compelling account of the political, religious and economic changes of the country under such leading
monarchs as Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. The work has been substantially revised and updated for this
edition. In particular, the reigns of Henry VII, Edward VI, and Philip and Mary are comprehensively
reassessed.
Thomas Becket Vintage
This international bestseller has been translated into 26 languages and is the first work to win both of
France's top literary honors. "A masterpiece. . . . Makine belongs on the shelf of world literature--between
Lermontov and Nabokov, a few volumes down from Proust".--"The Atlanta Journal".
A Turbulent Priest Routledge
The sequel to Sharon Kay Penman's acclaimed novel When Christ and His Saints Slept,
Time and Chance recounts the tempestuous marriage of Eleanor of Aquitaine and Henry II
in a magnificent story of love, power, ambition, and betrayal. He was nineteen when they
married, she eleven years his senior, newly divorced from the King of France. She was
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beautiful, headstrong, intelligent, and rich. It was said he was Fortune's favorite, but he said a
man makes his own luck. Within two years, Henry had made his, winning the throne of
England and exercising extraordinary statecraft skills to control his unruly barons, expand his
own powers, and restore peace to a land long torn by banditry and bloodshed. Only in one
instance did Henry err: Elevating his good friend and confidant Thomas Becket to be
Archbishop of Canterbury, he thought to gain control over the Church itself. But the once
worldly Becket suddenly discovered God, and their alliance withered in the heat of his
newfound zeal. What Becket saw as a holy mission-to protect the Church against State
encroachments-Henry saw as arrant betrayal, and they were launched inevitably on the road
to murder. Rich in character and color, true to the historical details, sensitive to the complex
emotions of these men and women, Time and Chance recreates their story with all the drama,
pain, and passion of the moment.
Thomas Becket Random House
Why were so many religious images and objects broken and damaged in the course of the
Reformation? Margaret Aston's magisterial new book charts the conflicting imperatives of
destruction and rebuilding throughout the English Reformation from the desecration of
images, rails and screens to bells, organs and stained glass windows. She explores the
motivations of those who smashed images of the crucifixion in stained glass windows and who
pulled down crosses and defaced symbols of the Trinity. She shows that destruction was part
of a methodology of religious revolution designed to change people as well as places and to
forge in the long term new generations of new believers. Beyond blanked walls and whited
windows were beliefs and minds impregnated by new modes of religious learning. Idol-
breaking with its emphasis on the treacheries of images fundamentally transformed not only
Anglican ways of worship but also of seeing, hearing and remembering.
Malice Aforethought Pushkin Press
A Washington Post Notable Book In 1858, a German princess, recently inducted into the convent of
Sant’Ambrogio in Rome, wrote a frantic letter to her cousin, a confidant of the Pope, claiming that
she feared for her life. A subsequent investigation by the Church’s Inquisition uncovered the
shocking secrets of a convent ruled by a beautiful young mistress, who coerced her novices into
lesbian initiation rites and heresies, and who entered into an illicit relationship with a young
theologian. Drawing upon written testimony and original documents discovered in a secret Vatican
archive, The Nuns of Sant’Ambrogio is the never-before-told true story of how one woman was
able to practice deception, heresy, seduction, and murder in the heart of the Catholic Church.
The King's Grave Simon and Schuster
A revisionist new biography reintroducing readers to one of the most subversive figures in
English history—the man who sought to reform a nation, dared to defy his king, and laid
down his life to defend his sacred honor NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ‧ NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY KANSAS CITY STAR AND
BLOOMBERG Becket’s life story has been often told but never so incisively reexamined
and vividly rendered as it is in John Guy’s hands. The son of middle-class Norman parents,
Becket rose against all odds to become the second most powerful man in England. As King
Henry II’s chancellor, Becket charmed potentates and popes, tamed overmighty barons,
and even personally led knights into battle. After his royal patron elevated him to archbishop
of Canterbury in 1162, however, Becket clashed with the King. Forced to choose between
fealty to the crown and the values of his faith, he repeatedly challenged Henry’s authority to
bring the church to heel. Drawing on the full panoply of medieval sources, Guy sheds new
light on the relationship between the two men, separates truth from centuries of mythmaking,
and casts doubt on the long-held assumption that the headstrong rivals were once close
friends. He also provides the fullest accounting yet for Becket’s seemingly radical
transformation from worldly bureaucrat to devout man of God. Here is a Becket seldom
glimpsed in any previous biography, a man of many facets and faces: the skilled warrior as
comfortable unhorsing an opponent in single combat as he was negotiating terms of
surrender; the canny diplomat “with the appetite of a wolf” who unexpectedly became the
spiritual paragon of the English church; and the ascetic rebel who waged a high-stakes contest
of wills with one of the most volcanic monarchs of the Middle Ages. Driven into exile, derided
by his enemies as an ungrateful upstart, Becket returned to Canterbury in the unlikeliest guise
of all: as an avenging angel of God, wielding his power of excommunication like a sword. It is
this last apparition, the one for which history remembers him best, that will lead to his
martyrdom at the hands of the king’s minions—a grisly episode that Guy recounts in
chilling and dramatic detail. An uncommonly intimate portrait of one of the medieval
world’s most magnetic figures, Thomas Becket breathes new life into its subject—cementing
for all time his place as an enduring icon of resistance to the abuse of power.
The Dark Box Penguin

T. S. Eliot's most famous drama, a retelling of the murder of the archbishop of Canterbury Murder in the
Cathedral, written for the Canterbury Festival in 1935, was one of T. S. Eliot’s first dramatic achievements,
and it remains one of the great plays of the century. It takes as its subject matter the martyrdom of Thomas
Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, depicting the events that led to his assassination, in his own cathedral
church, by the knights of Henry II in 1170. Like Greek drama, the play’s theme and form are rooted in
religion, ritual purgation and renewal, and it was this return to the earliest sources of drama that brought
poetry triumphantly back to the English stage at the time. "The theatre is enriched by this poetic play of grave
beauty and momentous decision." —The New York Times

Page 2/2 May, 09 2024

Thomas Becket Warrior Priest Rebel John Guy


