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A sparkling and eye-opening history of the Broadway musical
that changed the world In the half-century since its premiere,
Fiddler on the Roof has had an astonishing global impact.
Beloved by audiences the world over, performed from rural
high schools to grand state theaters, Fiddler is a supremely
potent cultural landmark. In a history as captivating as its
subject, award-winning drama critic Alisa Solomon traces
how and why the story of Tevye the milkman, the creation of
the great Yiddish writer Sholem-Aleichem, was reborn as
blockbuster entertainment and a cultural touchstone, not only
for Jews and not only in America. It is a story of the theater,
following Tevye from his humble appearance on the New
York Yiddish stage, through his adoption by leftist dramatists
as a symbol of oppression, to his Broadway debut in one of
the last big book musicals, and his ultimate destination—a
major Hollywood picture. Solomon reveals how the show
spoke to the deepest conflicts and desires of its time: the
fraying of tradition, generational tension, the loss of roots.
Audiences everywhere found in Fiddler immediate resonance
and a usable past, whether in Warsaw, where it unlocked the
taboo subject of Jewish history, or in Tokyo, where the
producer asked how Americans could understand a story that
is "so Japanese." Rich, entertaining, and original, Wonder of
Wonders reveals the surprising and enduring legacy of a
show about tradition that itself became a tradition. Wonder of
wonders, miracle of miracles.

Stone Butch Blues Harper Collins

In this revisionist history of Italy's role in the Holocaust, the
author presents an account of how ordinary Italians actively
participated in the deportation of Italy's Jews between 1943 and
1945, when Mussolini's collaborationist republic was under

German occupation
Lake Union Publishing

The pampered daughter of a wealthy Hasidic businessman,
Batsheva Ha-Levi grows up in the affluent suburbs of Los Angeles.
But everything changes when she turns eighteen and finds that her
loving father has made a secret vow which will shatter her life,
forcing her to marry a man she hardly knows and sending her to
the exotic, golden city of Jerusalem. On her wedding day, she
enters a strange and foreign world steeped in tradition and
surrounded by myth. Shackled by ancient rules, she soon
understands that to survive she will have no choice but to fight for
her freedom, to reconcile her own need to live in the modern
world with her ancestral obligations, and to choose between the
three men who vie for her body, her soul, and her love. Now a
classic listed among the one hundred most important Jewish books
of all time*, Jephte's Daughter is bestselling author Naomi Ragen's
beloved first novel. With poignancy and insight, it takes readers on
a groundbreaking and unforgettable journey inside the hidden
world of women in the ultra-Orthodox Jewish community. *100
Essential Books For Jewish Readers, Rabbi Daniel B. Sync and
Lindy Frenkel Kanter

Morningside Heights Grand Central Publishing

National Bestseller NPR Best Book of the Year “Not all
superheroes wear capes, and Elizebeth Smith Friedman
should be the subject of a future Wonder Woman movie.”

Prohibition, then accepted a covert mission to discover and above their pigsty,

expose Nazi spy rings that were spreading like wildfire

across South America, advancing ever closer to the United under the ki tchen,

States. As World War Il raged, Elizebeth fought a highly
classified battle of wits against Hitler’'s Reich, cracking
multiple versions of the Enigma machine used by German
spies. Meanwhile, inside an Army vault in Washington,
William worked furiously to break Purple, the Japanese

version of Enigma—and eventually succeeded, at a terrible di f f erent per specti ves—al |

cost to his personal life. Fagone unveils America’s code-
breaking history through the prism of Smith’s life, bringing
into focus the unforgettable events and colorful
personalities that would help shape modern intelligence.
Blending the lively pace and compelling detail that are the
hallmarks of Erik Larson’s bestsellers with the atmosphere
and intensity of The Imitation Game, The Woman Who
Smashed Codes is page-turning popular history at its
finest.

Audacity Penguin

Gttel and her nother were supposed to inmgrate
to Anerica together, but when her nother is
stopped by the health inspector, Gttel nust nake

the journey alone. Her nother wites her cousin’s
address in New York on a piece of paper. However,
when Gttel arrives at Ellis Island, she discovers
the ink has run and the address is illegible! How
w Il she find her famly? Both a heart-w enching
and heartwarm ng story, Gttel’s Journey offers a
fresh perspective on the inmgration journey to
Ellis Island. The book includes an author’s note
expl aining how Gttel’s story is based on the
journey to America taken by Lesl éa Newman’s
grandnot her and famly friend.

The Story of Hebrew Macmi || an

Inspired by true events, David Safier's 28
Days: A Novel of Resistance in the Warsaw
Ghetto is a harrowing historical YA that
chronicles the brutality of the Hol ocaust.

War saw, 1942. Sixteen-year old Mra snuggl es
food into the Ghetto to keep herself and her
famly alive. When she discovers that the
entire Ghetto is to be "liquidated"—killed or
"resettled" to concentration canps—she
desperately tries to find a way to save her
famly. She neets a group of young peopl e who
are planning the unthi nkabl e: an uprising

agai nst the occupying forces. Mra joins the
resi stance fighters who, with m nimal supplies
and weapons, end up holding out for twenty-

ei ght days, |onger than anyone had thought
possi bl e.

28 Days: A Novel of Resistance in the WAarsaw
Ghetto St. Martin's Giffin

“"Lively...points out that the conflict between
the worship of many gods and the worship of
one true god never disappeared." —Publishers
Weekly "Jonat han Kirsch has witten anot her

bl ockbust er about the Bible and its world."
—bavi d Noel Freedman, Editor-in-Chief of the
Anchor Bible Project "Kirsch tackles the
central issue bedeviling the world today -
religious intolerance...A tinely book, well-
witten and researched." —teonard Shlain,

aut hor of The Al phabet and the Goddess and
Sex, Tinme and Power "An intriguing read." —Jhe
Jerusal em Report "A tinely tal e about the

—The New York Times Joining the ranks of Hidden Figuresi nportance of religious tolerance in today’s

and In the Garden of Beasts, the incredible true story of
the greatest codebreaking duo that ever lived, an
American woman and her husband who invented the
modern science of cryptology together and used it to
confront the evils of their time, solving puzzles that
unmasked Nazi spies and helped win World War Il. In
1916, at the height of World War I, brilliant Shakespeare
expert Elizebeth Smith went to work for an eccentric
tycoon on his estate outside Chicago. The tycoon had
close ties to the U.S. government, and he soon asked
Elizebeth to apply her language skills to an exciting new
venture: code-breaking. There she met the man who
would become her husband, groundbreaking cryptologist
William Friedman. Though she and Friedman are in many
ways the "Adam and Eve" of the NSA, Elizebeth’s story,
incredibly, has never been told. In The Woman Who
Smashed Codes, Jason Fagone chronicles the life of this
extraordinary woman, who played an integral role in our
nation’s history for forty years. After World War |, Smith
used her talents to catch gangsters and smugglers during

Page 1/3

worl d." —San Francisco Chronicle "Kirsch is a
fine storyteller with a flair for rendering
ancient tales relevant and appealing." —Fhe
Washi ngt on Post

A Broken Hal |l el uj ah: Rock and Rol |,
Redenption, and the Life of Leonard Cohen
Met ropol i t an Books

I nspired by a true story, My Mother’s
Secret is a captivating and ultimtely
uplifting tale intertwining the lives of
two Jewish famlies in hiding fromthe
Nazis, a fleeing German soldier, and the
not her and daughter who save them all.
Franci szka and her daughter, Helena, are
sinple, ordinary people...until 1939, when
the Nazis invade their honel and. Providing
shelter to Jews in Nazi-occupied Poland is
a death sentence,
do exactly that. In their tiny honme in
Sokal , they hide a Jewish famly in a |oft
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but Franci szka and Hel ena

a Jew sh doctor with
his wife and son in a makeshift cellar

and a defecting Gernman
soldier in the attic—each party conpletely
unknown to the others. For everyone to
survive, Franciszka will have to outsmart
her nei ghbors and the German commander.
Told sinply and succinctly from four

under one

roof .My Mother’s Secret is a testanent to

t he ki ndness, courage, and generosity of
ordi nary people who chose to be
extraordinary.

The Woman Who Smashed Codes Vi nt age

How propaganda under m nes denocracy and why
we need to pay attention Qur denocracy
today is fraught with political canpaigns,

| obbyi sts, liberal nedia, and Fox News
comentators, all using |anguage to

I nfl uence the way we think and reason about
public issues. Even so, many of us believe
t hat propaganda and mani pul ation aren't
problens for us—ot in the way they were
for the totalitarian societies of the md-
twentieth century. In How Propaganda WorKks,
Jason Stanl ey denonstrates that nore
attention needs to be paid. He exam nes how
propaganda operates subtly, how it
under mi nes denocracy—particularly the

| deal s of denocratic deliberation and

equal ity—and how it has damaged denbcraci es
of the past. Focusing on the shortcom ngs
of liberal denocratic states, Stanley
provides a historically grounded

I ntroduction to denocratic political theory
as a window into the msuse of denocratic
vocabul ary for propaganda's selfish

pur poses. He |ays out historical exanples,
such as the restructuring of the US public
school systemat the turn of the twentieth
century, to explore how the | anguage of
denocracy is sonetines used to nask an
undenocratic reality. Drawing froma range
of sources, including fem nist theory,
critical race theory, epistenol ogy, fornal
semanti cs, educational theory, and soci al
and cognitive psychol ogy, he expl ains how

t he mani pul ative and hypocritical

decl aration of flawed beliefs and

| deol ogi es arises from and perpetuates

I nequal ities in society, such as the racial
I njustices that commonly occur in the
United States. How Propaganda Wrks shows

t hat an under standi ng of propaganda and its
mechani sns is essential for the
preservation and protection of
denocraci es everywhere.

A Repl acenent Life Harper Collins
Brings to |ife a passionate poet-turned-
musi ci an and what conpels himand his work.
Wiy is it that Leonard Cohen receives the sort

| i beral

of reverence we reserve for a precious few
living artists? Wiy are his songs, three or
four decades after their original release,

suddenly gracing the charts, bl ockbuster novie
sound tracks, and tel evision singing
conpetitions? And why is it that while nost of
his contenporaries are either |ong dead or
engaged in uninspired nostal gia tours, Cohen
is at the peak of his powers and popularity?
These are the questions at the heart of A
Broken Hal | el ujah, a neditation on the singer,
his nmusic, and the ideas and beliefs at its
core. Granted extraordinary access to Cohen’'s
personal papers, Liel Leibovitz exam nes the
intricacies of the man whose perform ng career
began with a crippling bout of stage fright,
yet who, only a few years later, taned a rowdy
crowd on the Isle of Wght, preventing further
vi ol ence; the artist who had gone froma
successful world tour and a novie star
girlfriend to a long residency in a renote Zen

retreat; and the rare spiritual seeker for
whom t he principles of traditional Judaism
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the tenets of Zen Buddhism and the iconographygirls wll

of Christianity all align. The portrait that
energes is that of an artist attuned to
notions of justice, lust, |onging, |oneliness,
and redenption, and possessing the sort of

voi ce and vision commonly reserved only for

t he prophets. Morre than just an account of
Cohen’s |ife, A Broken Hallelujah is an
intimate | ook at the artist that is as
enotionally astute as it is philosophically
observant. Delving into the sources and
nmeani ng of Cohen’s work, Leibovitz beautifully
i1l um nates what Cohen is telling us and why
we |isten so intensely.

My Basmati Bat Mtzvah Little,
for Young Readers

During the fall |eading up to her bat
mtzvah, Tara (H ndi for “star”) Feinstein
has a | ot nore than her Torah portion on
her m nd. Between Hebrew school and study
sessions with the rabbi,
to be enough tinme to hang out with her
friend Ben- Owho m ght al so be her
boyfri end—and her other best friend,
Rebecca, who's getting a little too cozy
with the snotty Sheila Rosenberg. Not to
menti on working on her robotics project
with the class cl own Ryan Berger, or
figuring out what to do with a priceless
heirl oom sari that she accidentally ruined.
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Amd all this drama, Tara considers how to
bal ance her I ndian and Jew sh identities
and what it neans to have a bat mtzvah

whil e questioning her faith. Wth the cross-

cultural charmof Bend It Li ke Beckham
this delightful debut novel is a classic
com ng-of -age story and young ronmance wth

uni versal appeal. Praise for My Basnati Bat
Mtzvah "In ny opinion, My Basmati Bat
Mtzvah shows that everyone is different in

their owmn way and sone get the advantage of
being culturally diverse. | rate the book 5
stars!" —Shivani Desai, age 13 STARRED
REVI EW " The | at est spunky heroine of South
Asi an—Jewi sh heritage to grace m ddl e-grade

fiction, Tara Feinstein, 12, charns readers
fromthe get-go in this strong, funny
debut." —Kirkus Reviews, starred review
"Tara’s inquisitiveness, openness, and

determ nation to chart her own path stand
out in this warmstory of famly, faith and
t he ways peopl e are uni que yet
intertwned."” —Publishers Wekly "Wth a
conversational and authentic tween voi ce,
Tara invites readers into her world as she
explores the |arger issues of faith,
conpassion, and tradition while confronting
t he awkwardness that is puberty-her
questions regardi ng God are poi gnant and
rel atabl e while her opinions on training
bras are sinply spot-on..." —Jhe Bulletin
of The Center for Children’ s Books "Authors
often nmention but then shrink from
exploring in depth their characters’
religious heritage; it’'s a sensitive
subj ect that demands cl ose scrutiny.
Freednman bucks that trend, avoiding
di dactici sm by portrayi ng broader issues
t hrough Tara’s personality and uni que
circunstances. As Tara learns in this

m xed

skillful exploration, an inportant source
of her special strengths—gquesti oning
spirit, enpathy and strong ethical

conpass—+s her m xed heritage." —fhe Jew sh
Daily Forward "This story wll have
resonance for many children of many faiths
at the cusp of religious adulthood."”
—Bookl i st "As she makes her way through

t hese chal l enges, she learns a great deal
about friendship, famly, and heritage.
Freedman handl es the ethnic and religi ous
diversity of Tara’s famly and friends wth
a |light touch, but doesn’t shrink from
exploring sone of the conplexities of a
dual heritage." —School Library Journal
"This book’s well-drawn characters bring

two colorful cultures to vibrant life. The
contenporary urban setting, cast with
t ouches of hunor and romance, frane nmature

| deas of peer and self-acceptance in a
famliar, lighthearted world. M ddle grade
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t here doesn’t seem

readily befriend Tara and pick
up new cul tural understanding." —tibrary
Medi a Connecti on

Jephte's Daughter W W Norton & Conpany

W nner of the VCU Cabell First Novelist Award
W nner of the Anerican Library Association's
Sophi e Brody Medal Finalist for the Nationa
Jewi sh Book Award A singularly talented witer
makes his literary debut with this
provocative, soul ful, and sonetines hilarious
story of a failed journalist asked to do the
unt hi nkabl e: Forge Hol ocaust-restitution
clainms for old Russian Jews in Brooklyn, New
Yor k. Yevgeny Gel man, grandfather of Slava
Gel man, “didn’t suffer in the exact way” he
needs to have suffered to qualify for the
restitution the Gernman governnent has been
payi ng out to Hol ocaust survivors. But suffer
he has—as a Jewin the war; as a second-cl ass
citizen in the USSR, as an immgrant to
America. So? Isn’'t his grandson a “witer”?
H gh-m nded Sl ava wants to put all this

I mm grant scraping behind him Only the
American Dreamis not panning out for

hi mEentury, the | egendary magazi ne where he
wor ks as a researcher, wants nothing greater
fromhim Slava wants to be a correct,

bl anel ess Aneri can—but he wants to be a
l'ionized witer even nore. Slava’'s turn as the
Forger of South Brooklyn teaches himthat not
every fact is the truth, and not every lie a
fal sehood. It takes nore than |awabiding to
becone an Anerican; it takes the sane self-
reinvention in which his people excel.

I nt oxi cated and unnoored by his inventions,

Sl ava risks exposure. Cornered, he conmmts an
Irrevocable act that finally grants hima
sense of honme in America, but not before
collecting a price fromhis famly. A
Repl acenent Life is a dark, noving, and
beautifully witten novel about famly,
and justice.

Let's Get Physical Abrans

Havi ng driven her grown children far from hone,
cyni cal wi dow Jerusha scoffs at their choices in
life and finds herself becom ng unexpectedly
attached to her ten-year-old next-door neighbor,
the son of an equally dysfunctional nother.
Repri nt.

The Italian Executioners Schol astic Inc.
New Ol eans's idiosyncrasi es have been
enbraced by the world; Patty Friedmann
gives us a tender, hilarious portrait of

honor,

themin her new novel Side Effects. Set in
N. OO Drugstore where hardscrabbl e bl ack
Pi geontown neets stuffy white Tul ane, Side

Effects is peopled with the true New

Ol eans oddbal Il s who scuffle between the
Seasonal Specials and Depends aisles —all
in full view of the pharmacy staff. Proudly
pl unp bl onde Luci ana Janbon, dreadl ocked
and neatly conpul sive Lennon |Israel, and
up—f rom-t he-' hood Vendetta G eene have
their own dramas of romance and friendshi p.
A wacky and suspenseful story of famly
conflict and a death under suspicious

ci rcunstances, Side Effects serves nobst as
a com cal rem nder that New Ol eans | oves

nothing nore than to laugh at itself.

Fi ndi ng Eden Princeton University Press
Bestselling author Alice Hoffman tears a page from
history and nelds it with nysticismto create a
spel I bi ndi ng, highly acclained tale about the
persecution of Jew sh people during the sixteenth
century. Estrella is a Marrano: During the tine of
t he Spanish Inquisition, she is one of a conmunity
of Spanish Jews living double lives as Catholics.
And she is living in a house of secrets, raised by
a famly who practices underground the ancient and
nysterious way of wi sdom known as kabbal ah. Wen
Estrella discovers her famly's true identity--and
her famly's secrets are made public--she
confronts a world she's never inagi ned, where new
| ove burns and where friendship ends in flanme and
ash, where trust is all but vanqui shed and
betrayal has tragic and bitter consequences.

W nner of nunerous "best book" citations and
infused with the rich context of history and
faith, Incantation is a transcendent journey of

di scovery and |l oss, rebirth and renenbrance that
Newbery Awar d-w nni ng aut hor Lois Lowy descri bed
as "Magi cal and spell bi ndi ng. .. Pai nful and

exqui sitely beautiful.”

Openi ng the Seal ed Book Harper Collins

The Racial Contract puts classic Western
social contract theory, deadpan, to

extraordinary radical use. Wth a sweepi ng
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| ook at the European expansi oni sm and
raci smof the last five hundred years,
Charles W MI|s denonstrates how this
pecul i ar and unacknow edged "contract"”
shaped a system of gl obal European
dom nation: howit brings into existence
"whites" and "non-whites," full persons and
sub- persons, how it influences white noral
t heory and noral psychol ogy; and how this
systemis inposed on non-whites through

| deol ogi cal conditioning and viol ence. The
Raci al Contract argues that the society we
live inis a continuing white suprenaci st
state. As this 25th anniversary

editi on—+featuring a foreword by Tonmy
Shel bi e and a new preface by the

aut hor —amakes clear, the still-urgent The
Raci al Contract continues to inspire,
provoke, and influence thinking about the

I ntersection of the racist underpinnings of
political philosophy.

Bl ood Secret Abrans

Publ i shed in 1993, this brave, original
novel is considered to be the finest
account ever witten of the conplexities of
a transgendered exi stence. Wnman or man?
Thats the question that rages like a storm
around Jess Col dberg, clouding her life and
her identity. Gowng up differently
gendered in a blue--collar town in the
1950s, comng out as a butch in the bars
and factories of the prefem nist 60s,
deciding to pass as a man in order to
survive when she is left without work or a
community in the early 70s. This powerful,
provocative and deeply noving novel sees
Jess comng full circle, she learns to
accept the conplexities of being a
transgendered person in a world demandi ng
si npl e expl anations: a he-she energing
whol e, weat hering the turbul ence.

Skin in the Gane Penguin

Every five years ny nother had her fortune
read by Lulu Cho, owner of the Gol den Lotus
Massage Club for Men. Now it was ny turn.
And Lulu predicted one hurricane of a
future for ne! Judith Soo Jin Raphael’s
chi | dhood was shaped by her hardworki ng

I mm grant nother, her father who left them
and her struggles to fit in as a half-
Korean, half-Jewi sh kid in a tough urban
nei ghbor hood. But nusic | essons gave her a
pur pose and passion. Now, as Judith’'s
fiftieth birthday nears, she has rewarding
work as a cellist with the Mryl and

Phi | harnonic, an enthusiastic if
uncommtted | over, and a quirky but close

has

relationship with her nother. Then chaos
strikes: Judith's first | ove, who dunped
her decades ago, returns to dazzle her wth
hi s gol den pedigree and brilliant career.

Her | ong-absent father arrives out of the
blue with a snazzy car and a con nman’s
patter, turning her nother into a | ove-
struck flirt whom Judith barely recogni zes.
Al this while her nentor at the orchestra
falls seriously ill. No wonder Judith

devel ops a paral yzing case of stage fright.
Judith finds herself feeling—and sonetines
acting-slightly unhinged, but she’s

convi nced that happiness will arrive any
day now. She’'s just got to hold on tight
during this mdlife shake-up...and claim
the prize that life surely has in store for
her. CONVERSATI ON GUI DE | NCLUDED

Taken Away Melville House Publi shing

“QGipping and neticul ously docunent ed. ” —bon
Schanche Jr., Washi ngton Post Forsyth County,
Georgia, at the turn of the twentieth century,
was home to a large African American comunity
that included mnisters and teachers, farners
and field hands, tradesnen, servants, and
children. But then in Septenber of 1912, three
young bl ack | aborers were accused of raping
and nmurdering a white girl. One man was
dragged froma jail cell and Iynched on the
town square, two teenagers were hung after a
one-day trial, and soon bands of white “night
riders” |aunched a coordi nated canpai gn of
arson and terror, driving all 1,098 bl ack
citizens out of the county. The charred ruins
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of honmes and churches di sappeared into the
weeds, until the people and places of bl ack
Forsyth were forgotten. National Book Award
finalist Patrick Phillips tells Forsyth's
tragic story in vivid detail and traces its

| ong history of racial violence all the way
back to antebell um Georgia. Recalling his own
chil dhood in the 1970s and ' 80s, Phillips
sheds |ight on the communal crinmes of his
honmet own and the viol ent neans by which | ocals
kept Forsyth “all white” well into the 1990s.
In precise, vivid prose, Blood at the Root
delivers a “vital investigation of Forsyth's
hi story, and of the process by which raci al
injustice is perpetuated in Anerica”
(Congressman John Lew s).

Happy Any Day Now Har per Col |i ns

| ncl udes several excerpts from ot her works
publ i shed by Tiny Satchel Press.
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