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Waxwings Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
The acclaimed, award-winning author of The Resisters takes measure of
the fifty years since the opening of China and its unexpected effects
on the lives of ordinary people. It is a unique book that only Jen
could write—a story collection accruing the power of a novel as it
proceeds—a work that Cynthia Ozick has called “an art beyond art. It
is life itself.” Beginning with a cheery letter penned by a Chinese
girl in heaven to “poor Mr. Nixon” in hell, Gish Jen embarks on a
fictional journey through U.S.-China relations, capturing the
excitement of a world on the brink of tectonic change. Opal Chen
reunites with her Chinese sisters after forty years; newly
cosmopolitan Lulu Koo wonders why Americans “like to walk around in
the woods with the mosquitoes”; Hong Kong parents go to extreme
lengths to reestablish contact with their “number-one daughter” in New
York; and Betty Koo, brought up on “no politics, just make money,”
finds she must reassess her mother’s philosophy. With their profound
compassion and equally profound humor, these eleven linked stories
trace the intimate ways in which humans make and are made by history,
capturing an extraordinary era in an extraordinary way. Delightful,
provocative, and powerful, Thank You, Mr. Nixon furnishes yet more
proof of Gish Jen’s eminent place among American storytellers.

Be Holding Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
The moving story of one family struggling to maintain their humanity in circumstances that
threaten their every value—from the highly acclaimed, award-winning author of Thank You,
Mr. Nixon. ‧ “Intricately imagined ⋯ [It] grows directly out of the soil of our current political

moment.” —The New York Times Book Review The time: not so long from now. The place:
AutoAmerica, a country surveilled by one “Aunt Nettie,” a Big Brother that is part artificial
intelligence, part internet, and oddly human—even funny. The people: divided. The
“angelfair” Netted have jobs and, what with the country half under water, literally occupy the
high ground. The Surplus live on swampland if they’re lucky, on water if they’re not. The
story: To a Surplus couple—he once a professor, she still a lawyer—is born a girl, Gwen, with a
golden arm. Her teens find her happily playing in an underground baseball league, but when
AutoAmerica faces ChinRussia in the Olympics, Gwen finds herself in dangerous territory,
playing ball with the Netted even as her mother battles this apartheid-like society in court.
Typical American Vintage
At the turn of the millennium, two immigrants are drawn to the United States by their own
versions of the American Dream. For Tom Janeway - a Hungarian-born English intellectual most
at home with his books - it's the family he thought he'd never have. For Chick - an illegal alien
newly escaped from a cargo container - it's the land of plenty he imagined back in China. But as
the stock market hits a new high, anti-globalist riots break out in the streets, a terrorist is arrested
and a child disappears, the two men's dreams collide in a way neither could have anticipated.
Unjustly accused of a horrific crime, estranged from his wife and his beloved young son, Tom's
life is rapidly unravelling. Chick, meanwhile, has a burgeoning business by day but no safe place
to lay his bed at night. For both, the New World proves surprisingly full of old ways. Waxwings
is a masterwork. Exquisitely written, moving, funny and hugely entertaining, it brilliantly
captures the landscape and life of contemporary America, and it confirms Jonathan Raban as one
of our very finest writers.
Tiger Writing Vintage
Jennifer Ann Ho introduces readers to a “typical American” writer, Gish Jen, the author of four novels,
Typical American, Mona in the Promised Land, The Love Wife, and World and Town; a collection of
short stories, Who’s Irish?; and a collection of lectures, Tiger Writing: Art, Culture, and the
Interdependent Self. Jen writes with an engaging, sardonic, and imaginative voice illuminating themes
common to the American experience: immigration, assimilation, individualism, the freedom to choose
one’s path in life, and the complicated relationships that we have with our families and our
communities. A second-generation Chinese American, Jen is widely recognized as an important
American literary voice, at once accessible, philosophical, and thought-provoking. In addition to her
novels, she has published widely in periodicals such as the New Yorker, Atlantic Monthly, and Yale
Review. Ho traces the evolution of Jen’s career, her themes, and the development of her narrative
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voice. In the process she shows why Jen’s observations about life in the United States, though
revealed through the perspectives of her Asian American and Asian immigrant characters, resonate
with a variety of audiences who find themselves reflected in Jen’s accounts of love, grief, desire,
disappointment, and the general domestic experiences that shape all our lives. Following a brief
biographical sketch, Ho examines each of Jen’s major works, showing how she traces the
transformation of immigrant dreams into mundane life, explores the limits of self-identification, and
characterizes problems of cross-national communication alongside the universal problems of aging and
generational conflict. Looking beyond Jen’s fiction work, a final chapter examines her essays and her
concerns and stature as a public intellectual, and detailed primary and secondary bibliographies
provide a valuable point of departure for both teaching and future scholarship.
Typical American Vintage
Typical AmericanHoughton Mifflin Harcourt
Gish Jen's Typical American (ELL). Putnam Adult
“The Joy Luck Club is one of my favorite books. From the moment I first started reading it, I knew
it was going to be incredible. For me, it was one of those once-in-a-lifetime reading experiences that
you cherish forever. It inspired me as a writer and still remains hugely inspirational.” —Kevin Kwan,
author of Crazy Rich Asians Amy Tan’s beloved, New York Times bestselling tale of mothers and
daughters, now the focus of a new documentary Amy Tan: Unintended Memoir on Netflix Four
mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's
"saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting
to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call
themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their
spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was
already unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue. With wit and sensitivity, Amy
Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep connection between mothers and
daughters. As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth about her life, the strings
become more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and daughters roll
their eyes even as they feel the inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute
storyteller, enticing readers to immerse themselves into these lives of complexity and mystery.
American Knees Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
The Pulitzer Prize–winning memoir about coming of age in America between the world wars: “So warm,
so likable and so disarmingly funny” (The New York Times). Ranging from the backwoods of Virginia to a
New Jersey commuter town to the city of Baltimore, this remarkable memoir recounts Russell Baker’s
experience of growing up in pre–World War II America, before he went on to a celebrated career in
journalism. With poignant, humorous tales of powerful love, awkward sex, and courage in the face of
adversity, Baker reveals how he helped his mother and family through the Great Depression by delivering
papers and hustling subscriptions to the Saturday Evening Post—a job which introduced him to bullies,
mentors, and heroes who endured this national disaster with hard work and good cheer. Called “a
treasure” by Anne Tyler and “a blessing” by Time magazine, this autobiography is a modern-day
classic—“a wondrous book [with scenes] as funny and touching as Mark Twain’s” (Los Angeles Times
Book Review). “In lovely, haunting prose, he has told a story that is deeply in the American grain.” —The
Washington Post Book World “A terrific book.” —St. Louis Post-Dispatch
I Begin My Life All Over Milkweed Editions
LONGLISTED FOR THE PEN/OPEN BOOK AWARD “Compellingly complex⋯Expands the
future of the immigrant novel even as it holds us in uneasy thrall to the past.” – Gish Jen, New

York Times Book Review Combining the emotional resonance of Home Fire with the ambition and
innovation of Asymmetry, a lyrical and thought-provoking debut novel that explores the complex
web of grief, memory, time, physics, history, and selfhood in the immigrant experience, and the
complicated bond between daughters and mothers. On the night of June Fourth, a woman gives birth
in a Beijing hospital alone. Thus begins the unraveling of Su Lan, a brilliant physicist who until this
moment has successfully erased her past, fighting what she calls the mind’s arrow of time. When Su
Lan dies unexpectedly seventeen years later, it is her daughter Liya who inherits the silences and
contradictions of her life. Liya, who grew up in America, takes her mother’s ashes to China—to her,
an unknown country. In a territory inhabited by the ghosts of the living and the dead, Liya’s
memories are joined by those of two others: Zhu Wen, the woman last to know Su Lan before she left
China, and Yongzong, the father Liya has never known. In this way a portrait of Su Lan emerges: an
ambitious scientist, an ambivalent mother, and a woman whose relationship to her own past shapes
and ultimately unmakes Liya’s own sense of displacement. A story of migrations literal and
emotional, spanning time, space and class, Little Gods is a sharp yet expansive exploration of the
aftermath of unfulfilled dreams, an immigrant story in negative that grapples with our tenuous
connections to memory, history, and self.
The Love Wife Vintage
Poems of living and loving from Booker Prize-winning author Ben Okri. Freedom is the most precious
commodity in the world. In this powerful collection, the celebrated novelist, essayist, dramatist and poet, Ben
Okri, explores the beauty contained in each one of us – the freedom of our spirit, the child within. He
recalls the death of his father, the sacrifices of his mother, the hidden river of Edinburgh, falling in love. He
writes about Virgil and Mozambique, about ringing the bell for freedom, the dreams of Calliope and the full
moon. He enters the fifth circle, sings of the roses of spring, and aligns the pyramids to the magic stars. This is
a rich, joyful, exciting collection for everyone who loves Ben Okri's vibrant style, and a perfect introduction
to new readers of his poetry.
Mona in the Promised Land Vintage
Coming of Age at the End of Nature explores a new kind of environmental writing. This powerful anthology gathers
the passionate voices of young writers who have grown up in an environmentally damaged and compromised world.
Each contributor has come of age since Bill McKibben foretold the doom of humanity’s ancient relationship with a
pristine earth in his prescient 1988 warning of climate change, The End of Nature. What happens to individuals and
societies when their most fundamental cultural, historical, and ecological bonds weaken—or snap? In Coming of Age
at the End of Nature, insightful millennials express their anger and love, dreams and fears, and sources of resilience for
living and thriving on our shifting planet. Twenty-two essays explore wide-ranging themes that are paramount to
young generations but that resonate with everyone, including redefining materialism and environmental justice,
assessing the risk and promise of technology, and celebrating place anywhere from a wild Atlantic island to the
Arizona desert, to Baltimore and Bangkok. The contributors speak with authority on problems facing us all, whether
railing against the errors of past generations, reveling in their own adaptability, or insisting on a collective responsibility
to do better.
Thank You, Mr. Nixon Pan Macmillan
Acknowledging the significance of Edward Said’s Orientalism for contemporary discourse, the
contributors to this volume deconstruct, rearrange, and challenge elements of his thesis, looking at
the new conditions and opportunities offered by globalization. What can a renewed or
reconceptualized Orientalism teach us about the force and limits of our racial imaginary, specifically
in relation to various national contexts? In what ways, for example, considering our greater cross-
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cultural interaction, have clichés and stereotypes undergone a metamorphosis in contemporary
societies and cultures? Theoretically, and empirically, this book offers an expansive range of contexts,
comprising the insights, analytical positions, and perspectives of a transnational team of scholars of
comparative literature and literary and cultural studies based in Australia, Hong Kong, Japan,
Malaysia, USA, Singapore, Taiwan, and Turkey. Working with, through and beyond Orientalism,
they examine a variety of cultural texts, including the novel, short story, poetry, film, graphic memoir,
social thought, and life writing. Making connections across centuries and continents, they articulate
cultural representation and discourse through multiple approaches including critical content analysis,
historical contextualization, postcolonial theory, gender theory, performativity, intertextuality, and
intersectionality. Given its unique approach, this book will be essential reading for scholars of literary
theory, film studies and Asian studies, as well as for those with a general interest in postcolonial
literature and film.
Are We what We Eat? Stanford University Press
Over the last forty years, scenes that prominently feature acts of preparing and eating food have filled the pages of
novels and memoirs written by American immigrants and their descendants because these writers understand that
eating is more than a purely biological function but, instead, works to define who we are in the United States and
abroad. Are We What We Eat? critically analyzes eight of these pieces of ethnic American literature, which
demonstrate the important role that cooking and eating play in the process of identity formation. With the growing
scholarly and popular interests in food and ethnicity in the United States, Are We What We Eat? is a timely analysis of
food in literature and culture. To date, much of the scholarship on cooking and eating in ethnic American literature
has focused on a specific ethnic group, but has not examined, in any in depth way, the similarities among the different
ethnic and racial groups that comprise American culture. Are We What We Eat? presents a cross-cultural analysis that
considers the common experiences among several ethnic cultures and, at the same time, recognizes the different ways
that each culture was (and in some cases, still is) marginalized by the dominant American one. With analysis that is
articulate and accessible to most, Are We What We Eat? will be an illuminating study for all who are interested in food,
ethnicity, or gender in American culture.
Growing Up PublicAffairs
Be Holding is a love song to legendary basketball player Julius Erving—known as Dr. J—who
dominated courts in the 1970s and ‘80s as a small forward for the Philadelphia ‘76ers. But this
book-length poem is more than just an ode to a magnificent athlete. Through a kind of lyric research,
or lyric meditation, Ross Gay connects Dr. J’s famously impossible move from the 1980 NBA Finals
against the Los Angeles Lakers to pick-up basketball and the flying Igbo and the Middle Passage, to
photography and surveillance and state violence, to music and personal histories of flight and familial
love. Be Holding wonders how the imagination, or how our looking, might make us, or bring us,
closer to each other. How our looking might make us reach for each other. And might make us be
reaching for each other. And how that reaching might be something like joy.
Typical American Ivy Books
From the author of Honor and Duty and China Boy comes an ingenious thriller set in Korea in 1973—a gripping
story of sorrow, corruption and redemption, with plenty of brawls to boot. A career officer who trained at West Point.
The number-one son of a hardworking Chinese family. A soldier still tormented by his tour of duty in Vietnam.
Jackson Kan is a man caught in the middle of clashing worlds. Now Kan is bound for Asia once again, this time to the
volatile demilitarized zone between North and South Korea. His objective is to track down a missing American
investigator, also his closest friend. But in fact, Kan has no idea of the enormity—and the danger—of the mission that
awaits him. It turns out that the frigid, barren Korean DMZ is at the mercy of Colonel Frederick LeBlanc, known as
the Wizard, a Bible-pounding zealot engaged in his own private, paranoid war on communism. Kan quickly uncovers

the depravity and corruption of the Wizard's little empire. But only gradually does he piece together the explosive truth
about LeBlanc's secret arsenal—a truth that burns like a fuse between Kan's missing friend and the fragile truce of the
two Koreas. . . . Praise for Tiger's Tail “[Gus] Lee's narrative is irresistible.”—San Francisco Examiner & Chronicle
“A dazzling literary thriller.”—Amy Tan “In the manner of Malraux, Greene, and Le Carré . . . A wise and
wrenching novel, beautifully told.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
NOVELS FOR STUDENTS Head of Zeus Ltd
The Chang family comes to the United States with no real intention of staying; however, when the Communists take
over China in 1949, Ralph Chang begins to look at the American dream in a whole new light.
The American Yawp Typical American
Devastated by the abandonment of his wife, Federico de la Fe moves with his young daughter from Mexico to
California, where he is unable to break free of feelings of oppression, encounters an unusual woman, and meets
another heartbroken man. A first novel. Reprint.
Bitter in the Mouth Random House
A Study Guide for Gish Jen's "The White Umbrella," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories
for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature
project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
Walk in the Spatial Prism: Spatial Dialectics in Gish Jen's Typical American and Mona in the Promised Land Gale,
Cengage Learning
On the edge of the Adirondack wilderness, survival is a way of life for the Hazen family. Gary Hazen is a respected
forester and hunter, known for his good instincts and meticulous planning. He and his wife, Susan, have raised their
sons to appreciate the satisfaction of this difficult but honest life. In spite of this, the boys, men now, are slipping away.
His older son, Gary David, is secretly dating a woman of whom his father would not approve even as Kevin, the
younger boy, struggles against the limits of his family’s hardscrabble lifestyle, wanting something more. On the first
day of hunting season the Hazen men enter the woods, unaware that the trip they are embarking on will force them to
come to terms with their differences and will forever change their lives. In The Grace That Keeps This World, Tom
Bailey gives us an emotional page-turner, infused with a deep sense of foreboding. Alternately narrated by the Hazens
and their neighbors in Lost Lake, the story perfectly captures the enduring rhythms of life in a rural town. The Grace
That Keeps This World is an October, 2005 Book Sense pick.
Who's Irish? Vintage
Bitter in the Mouth is a brilliant, virtuosic novel about a young woman’s search for identity and the true
meaning of family from the author of The Sweetest Fruits “What I know about you, little girl, would break
you in two” are the prophetic last words that Linda Hammerick’s grandmother says to her. Growing up in
small-town North Carolina in the 1970s and ’80s, Linda already knows that she is profoundly different
from everyone else, including the members of her own family. She can “taste” words. In this and in other
ways, her body is a mystery to her. Linda’s awkward girlhood is nonetheless enlivened and emboldened by
her dancing great-uncle Harper, and Kelly, her letter-writing best friend. Linda makes her way north to
college and then to New York City, trying her best to leave her past behind her like “a pair of shoes that no
longer fit.” But when a family tragedy compels her to return home, Linda uncovers the startling secrets of
her past. Monique Truong’s acclaimed novel questions our assumptions about what it means to be a family
and to be a friend, to be foreign and to be familiar, to be connected to and disconnected from our bodies, our
histories, ourselves.
The Best American Short Stories of the Century Rosetta Books
Driven by his dream to write and stage an epic stage production of interwoven Chinese
novelsWittman Ah Sing, a Chinese-American hippie in the late '60s.
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