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making this
assumption, it is
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One of the parameters
that is open in
Universal Grammar is
the pro-drop
parameter which is
concerned roughly
speaking with the
relationship of
government between
Subjects and Verbs
(Chomsky 1981a).
English chooses not to
have pro-drop; a
Subject is required for
every sentence and it
cannot be inverted
with the verb in
declarative sentences.
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minimal pairs in
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reflex of one abstract
syntactic difference,
the respective scope
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(2) a. *John likes not
Mary. b. Jean (n')
aime pas Marie. (3)
a.
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Universal Grammar,

the first factor, provides
a template for the
underspecification of
the formal features in
terms of which
parameters are defined.
... Cross-linguistic
variation in word
order, null subjects,
incorporation, verb-
movement,
case/alignment, wh-
movement, and
negation are all
analysed in the light of
this approach.

In early work in
generative grammar,
the label VP was
intended as a
mnemonic
abbreviation for the
verb phrase of
traditional grammar
and did indeed
correspond to that
category. In current
phrase structure
theory, however, the
label that corresponds
to the traditional verb
phrase is V', whereas
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VP includes a verb's
subject, which the
traditional verb phrase
does not.
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