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These Precious Days
Columbia University Press
Published in refutation of
Captain Willard Glazier's
claim of having discovered
the true source of the
Mississippi River.

A Spark of Light
University of Chicago
Press

The first book in
English by an
acclaimed Danish
writer: "beautiful,
faceted, haunting
stories . . . [from] a
rising star" (Junot

D0 az) Karate Chop,
Dorthe Nors's
acclaimed story
collection, is the debut
book in the
collaboration between
Graywolf Press and A
Public Space. These
fifteen compact stories
are meticulously
observed glimpses of
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everyday life that
expose the ominous
lurking under the
ordinary. While his wife
sleeps, a husband
prowls the Internet,
obsessed with female
serial killers; a
bureaucrat tries to
reinvent himself,
exposing goodness as
artifice when he
converts to Buddhism
in search of power; a
woman sits on the edge
of the bed where her
lover lies, attempting to
locate a motive for his
violence within her own
self-doubt. Shifting
between moments of
violence (real and
imagined) and mundane
contemporary life,
these stories
encompass the
complexity of human
emotions, our capacity
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for cruelty as well as
compassion. Not so
much minimalist as
stealthy, Karate Chop
delivers its blows with
an understatement that
shows a master at

work.

Seneca Falls and the Origins of
the Women'’s Rights Movement
Simon and Schuster

A century after Appomattox, the
civil rights movement won full
citizenship for black Americans
in the South. It should not have
been necessary: by 1870 those
rights were set in the
Constitution. This is the story of
the terrorist campaign that took
them away. Nicholas Lemann
opens his extraordinary new
book with a riveting account of
the horrific events of Easter 1873
in Colfax, Louisiana, where a
white militia of Confederate
veterans-turned-vigilantes
attacked the black community
there and massacred hundreds of
people in a gruesome killing
spree. This was the start of an
insurgency that changed the
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course of American history: for
the next few years white Southern
Democrats waged a campaign of
political terrorism aiming to
overturn the Fourteenth and
Fifteenth Amendments and
challenge President
Grant'ssupport for the emergent
structures of black political
power. The remorseless strategy
of well-financed "White Line"
organizations was to create chaos
and keep blacks from voting out
of fear for their lives and
livelihoods. Redemption is the
first book to describe in
uncompromising detail this
organized racial violence, which
reached its apogee in Mississippi
in 1875. Lemann bases his
devastating account on a wealth
of military records, congressional
investigations, memoirs, press
reports, and the invaluable papers
of Adelbert Ames, the war hero
from Maine who was Mississippi's
governor at the time. When Ames
pleaded with Grant for federal
troops who could thwart the
white terrorists violently
disrupting Republican political
activities, Grant wavered, and the
result was a bloody, corrupt
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election in which Mississippi was Louis man found $1,200 in his

"redeemed"—that is, returned to

ceiling. J.S. Bach's personal

white control. Redemption makes biblesarein St. Louis. A St.

clear that this is what led to the
death of Reconstruction—and of
the rights encoded in the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendments. We are still living
with the consequences.

The New Madrid Earthquakes
Oxford University Press

In Only in St. Louis!, Charlie
Brennan shares the most
incredible, strange and inspiring
stories he has come acrossin his
three decades talking about the
Gateway City. Readers will
learn: Wilt Chamberlain was
traded in a St. Louis restaurant.
Jesus Christ Superstar was first
staged in St. Louis, not New
York. A St. Louis Cardinal
pitcher beat Randy Johnson
while drinking vodka. A St.
Louis mayor was buried three
times. Supreme Court Justices
laughed aloud while hearing a St.
Louiscase. A St. Louis woman
woke up when she heard an
intruder...who turned out to be a
national celebrity. Kenny Wayne
Shepherd's worst moment on
stagewasin St. Louis. A St.
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Louis high school nameis
actually misspelled. Why Kurt
Warner listed his name and
address in the phone book. The
Air Force's biggest weapon is
made in St. louis. John Lennon's
song "Imagine" hasa St. Louis
connection. The NFL's "lowest
blow" hastiesto St. Louis.
Twinkies were named in St.
Louis. A lost wallet led to one of
the best-selling songs of the
1960s. The woman who injected
John Belushi with afatal dose hid
in St. Louis. A St. Louis man
swam 292 miles of the
Mississippi River without
stopping. Why General William
Tecumseh Sharman could defeat
the south but not City Hall. The
only company to prepare cocaine
for medicinal useisin St. Louis.
A St. Louis barista became a
billionaire. A man was attacked
by a shark in downtown St.
Louis. A St. Louis man played
basketball for St. Louis
Community College, football for
Yale and is now atop national
journalist. Brennan, host of "The
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Charlie Brennan Show" on
KMOX and provocateur of
"Donnybrook” on KETC-TV,
curates these and other stories for
the first timein one volume.
Freedonm s Main Line
Oxford University
Press

Most Aneri cans

i magi ne the G vil
War in terns of

cl ear and defi ned
boundari es of
freedom and sl avery:
a straightforward

di vi si on between the
sl ave states of

Kent ucky and

M ssouri and the
free states of
[11inois, Indiana,
Chi o, and Kansas.
However, residents
of these western

bor der st at es,

Abr aham Li ncol n's
honme regi on, had far
nor e anbi guous

I dentiti es-and
contested politica
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| oyal ti es-than we
conmonl y assune.
The Rivers Ran
Backward, Chri stopher
Phillips sheds |ight
on the fluid
political cultures of
the "M ddl e Border"
states during the
Cvil War era. Far
fromformng a fixed
and static boundary
bet ween the North and
Sout h, the border

st ates experi enced
fierce internal
conflicts over their
political and soci al

| oyalties. Wite
supremacy and

wi despread support
for the existence of
sl avery pervaded the

In

"free" states of
Chi o, I ndiana, and
I11inois, which had

much cl oser econom c

and cultural ties to

t he South, while

t hose in Kentucky and
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M ssouri held little the western border
identification with states as they

t he Sout h except over struggled with

sl avery. Debates guesti ons of

raged at every l|level, nationalism racial
from the individual politics, secession,
to the state, in neutrality, loyalty,
parl ors, churches, and even pl ace-as the
schools, and public Cvil War tore the
neeti ng pl aces, anongnation, and

famlies, neighbors, thenselves, apart. In
and friends. this maj or work,
Utimately, the Phillips shows that
pervasi ve violence of the CGvil War was

the Gvil War and thenore than a conflict

cultural politics pitting the North
that raged inits agai nst the Sout h,
aftermath proved to but one within the

be the strongest West that permanently

determ ning factor inreshaped Anerican
shapi ng these states' regions.

regional identities, The New Madrid

| eaving an indelible Earthquake G aywol f
inprint on the way inpyress

whi ch Aneri cans thim‘FronlJay Fel dnen

of thensel ves and

others in the natlon.enlightening wor k

The Rivers Ran about how t he npbst
Backward reveal s t he
power f ul

conpl ex history of

conmes an
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eart hquakes in the
hi story of Anerica
united the | ndians
I n one | ast
desperate
rebellion, reversed
t he M ssi ssi ppi

Ri ver, revealed a
seany nurder in the
Jefferson famly,
and altered the
course of the War
of 1812. On
Decenmber 15, 1811,
two of Thomas
Jefferson's nephews
nmurdered a slave in
col d bl ood and put
his body parts into
aroaring fire. The
evi dence woul d have
been destroyed but
for a rare act of
God—er, as sone
bel i eved, of the

| ndi an chi ef
Tecunseh. That sane
day, the
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M ssi ssippi River's
first steanboat,

pil oted by N chol as
Roosevel t, powered
itself toward New
Oleans on its

mai den voyage. The
sky grew hazy and
red, and jolts of
electricity flashed
in the air. A
prophecy by
Tecunseh was about
to be fulfilled. He
had war ned
reluctant warri or-
tribes that he
woul d stanp his
feet and bring down
t heir houses. Sure
enough, between
December 16, 1811,
and | ate April

1812, a
catastrophic series
of earthquakes
shook t he

M ssi ssi ppi River

August, 31 2024

When The Mississippi Ran Backwards Empire Intrigue Murder And New Madrid Earthquakes Jay Feldman



Valley. O the nore destroyed,

t han 2,000 trenors
t hat
the | and during

this tine, three

woul d have neasured M ssi ssi ppi

nearly or greater

than 8.0 on the not-backwards.

an
ei ghteen-m | e-1 ong

runbl ed across by five-mle-w de

| ake was created,
and even the

Ri ver
tenporarily ran
The

yet - devi sed Ri chter quakes uncovered

Scale. Centered in
what is now the
boot heel region of
M ssouri, the New
Madri d eart hquakes
were felt as far
away as Canada;
York; New Ol eans;
Washi ngt on,

the M ssouri River.
Amllion and a
hal f square mles
were affected as

New new republi c.

DC, and M ssi ssi pp
the western part of Backwards,

Jefferson's
nephews' cruelty
and changed t he
course of the War
of 1812 as well as
the future of the
In
When t he

Ran
Jay

Fel dman expertly
weaves together the
story of the sl ave
mur der, the

the earth's surface steanboat,

remai ned in a state Tecunseh,

of constant notion
for nearly four
nont hs. Towns were
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and the
war, and brings a
forgotten period
back to vivid life.
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Tecunseh's w dely
bel i eved prophecy,
seem ngly
fulfilled, hastened
an unprecedent ed
al I i ance anong
sout hern and
northern tri bes,
who j oi ned the
British in a

di sastrous fight
agai nst the U S.

governnent. By the
end of the war, the
continental United

States was secure
agai nst Britain,
France, and Spai n;

t he I ndi ans had

| ost many |ives and
much | and; and
Jefferson's nephews
wer e exposed as

mur derers. The

st eanboat, which
survived the

eart hquake, was
sunk. When the
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M ssi ssi ppi Ran
Backwar ds sheds
light on this now
obscure yet pivotal
peri od between the
Revol uti onary and
Cvil wars,
uncovering the
era's dramatic
geophysi cal ,
political, and
mlitary upheaval s.
Fel dman paints a
vivid picture of
how t hese power f ul
eart hquakes nmade an
| npact on every
aspect of frontier
i fe—and why
simlar

cat astrophi ¢ quakes
are guaranteed to
recur. When the

M ssi ssi ppi Ran
Backwards is
popul ar hi story at

Its best.
When the M ssi ssi ppi
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Ran Backwards Sinmon andDetailing how limted

Schust er

In the winter of
1811-12, a series of

| arge earthquakes in
the New Madrid seismc
zone-often incorrectly
descri bed as the

bi ggest ever to hit
the United States-
shook the M dwest.
Today the federal

gover nnent ranks the
hazard in the M dwest
as high as
California's and is
pressuring comunities
to undertake expensive
preparations for

di saster. Disaster
Deferred revisits

t hese earthquakes,

| egends surroundi ng
them and the
predi cti ons of doom
followng in their
wake. Seth Stein
clearly explains the
t echni ques

sei snol ogi sts use to
study M dwestern
gquakes and estimate
t hei r danger.

t he
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scientific know edge,
bur eaucratic
instincts, and the
nmedia's | ove of a good
story have exagger at ed
t hese hazards, Stein
calmy debunks the
hype surroundi ng such
predi ctions and

encour ages the
formul ati on of nore
sensi ble, less costly

policy.

Enpire of the
Summer Mbon | con
Books

A riveting and
unsettling history
of the assault on
civil rights and

| i berties in
Anerica—from Wrl d
War | to the War on
Terror—by the
accl ai ned aut hor
When t he

M ssi ssi ppi Ran
Backwards. In this
anmbi tious and w de-

of
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rangi ng account,
Jay Fel dman t akes
us fromthe run-up
to Wrld War | and
Its anti-German
hysteria to the
Sept enber 11
attacks and
Arizona' s current
anti-inmmgration
novenent. What we
see is a striking
pattern of el ected
officials and
private citizens
al i ke using the
Aneri can people’s
fears and
prejudices to

I solate mnorities
(ethnic, racial,
political,
religious, or
sexual ), silence
di ssent, and stem
the growth of civil
rights and

| i berties. Rather
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than treating this

history as a series
of discrete
nonents, Fel dman
consi ders the
entire progranmatic
sweep on a scale no
one has yet
approached. In

doi ng so, he gives
us a potent
rem nder of how,

even in Anerica,
denocracy and ci vil
| i berties are never
guar ant eed.
Jefferson's Nephews
Uni versity of

M ssouri Press

"On August 13, 1969,
two nen picked up
Tina Mari e Andrews,
a twel ve-year-old
girl, in downtown
McConmb, M ssi ssi ppi,
acity wwth a
notorious history of
raci al violence. The
men t ook Andrews and
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a friend just outsidecrine,

town to an oil field,
where they shot her.
Andrews' friend
escaped and | ater
identified the two
killers as M:Conb
police officers. A
grand jury indicted
both for the nurder,
but no one was ever
convi cted of the
crime: one officer
was acquitted; the

ot her had charges
agai nst hi m dr opped.
QO her than in
contenporary | ocal
newspaper cover age,
the story of Andrews'
mur der has not been
told. Indeed, to this
day, many people in
the comunity
hesitate to speak of

the matter. Trent
Brown's 'Murder in
McConb' is the first

conpr ehensi ve
exam nation of the
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the | engt hy

I nvestigation into
it, and the two
extended trials that
foll owed. Brown al so
expl ores the public
sham ng of the
state's main W tness
- a fifteen-year-old
unwed not her - and

t he subsequent
desecration of the
victims grave. His
study deftly
reconstructs various
accounts of the

nmur der, expl ai ns why
the juries reached
the verdicts they
di d, and explores the
br oader forces that
shaped the community
in which Tina Andrews
lived and di ed. One
of the features that
di sti ngui shes Brown's
wor k from ot her
accounts of civil
rights era viol ence
is the fact that the
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mur der of Tina civil rights

Andrews was not a novenent "

racially notivated Di saster Deferred
killing. Everyone Li veri ght

involved in this Publ i shi ng

story was white. Best Book Award ¢
However, Tina Andrews Mbr mon Hi story
and her friend Billie

Associ ation A

Jo Lanbert, the ) )
brilliant young

state's main w tness, hi st ) ¢
were 'girls of ill | stori an excavat es

repute,' as one of t he bri ef Iiffa of a
the defense attorneys! OSt Mrmon city,

put it. To sone uncovering a

peopl e i n McConb, “grand,

t hey were trashy under appr eci at ed
chil dren of saga in Anmerican
undi sti ngui shed hi story” (\Vall
famlies who got Street Journal). In

little nore than they i ngdom of Nauvoo
deserved. In the end, Benj amin E. Park

Brown suggests that q

. rawvs on new

Ti na Andrews had the ) y
avai | abl e sources

great msfortune to

be murdered in a townt© re.—create the
where | ocal people f oundi ng. and

were eager to support destruction of the

| aw and order and Mornon city of
stability after the Nauvoo. On the

chal | enges of the banks of the
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M ssi ssippi in
I[1linois, the early
Mornons built a
religi ous utopia,
establishing their
own arny and
witing their own
constitution. For

t hose of fenses and
ot her s—+ncl udi ng
the introduction of
pol ygany, which was
bitterly opposed by
Emma Smith, the
iron-willed first

wi fe of Joseph

Sm t h—the
surroundi ng

popul ation
violently ejected

t he Mor nons,
sendi ng them on
their flight to

Ut ah. Thr oughout
hi s absor bi ng
chronicle, Park
shows how t he

Mor nons of Nauvoo

Page 14/27

were representative

era, and
SO

Mor non
nto the

of their
I n doi ng
el evat es
hi story i
Aneri can
mai nst r eam

Vi cksburg LSU Press
From Decenber 1811
to February 1812,
massi ve eart hquakes
shook the m ddl e

M ssi ssi ppi Val | ey,
col | apsi ng hones,
snappi ng | arge
trees mdtrunk,
briefly but
dramatically
reversing the fl ow
of the continent’s
m ghtiest river.

For decades, people
puzzl ed over the
causes of the
gquakes, but by the
time the nation
began to recover
fromthe Gvil War,

and
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the New Madrid
eart hquakes had
been essentially

forgotten. In The
Lost History of the
New Madri d

Ear t hquakes,
Conevery Bol ton

Val enci us renenbers
this maj or

envi ronment al

di saster,
denonstrati ng how
events that have
been | ong
forgotten,
deni ed and
ridiculed as tall
tales, were in fact
enor nousl y

| nportant at the
time of their
occurrence, and
continue to affect
us today. Val enci us
weaves toget her
scientific and

hi stori cal evidence

even
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to denonstrate the
vast role the New
Madri d eart hquakes
pl ayed in the
United States in
the early

ni neteenth century,
shapi ng the

settl enent patterns
of early western
Cher okees and ot her
| ndi ans,

hei ght eni ng t he
credibility of
Tecunseh and
Tenskwat awa f or
their I ndian League
in the War of 1812,
giving force to
frontier religious
revival, and

spr eadi ng
scientific inquiry.
Moving into the
present, Val enci us
expl ores the

i ntertw ned reasons
—envi ronnent al ,
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scientific, social,
and econom c—why
sonet hi ng as
consequenti al as
maj or eart hquakes
can be | ost from
publ i c know edge,
offering a
cautionary tale in
a world struggling
to respond to

gl obal climate
change am d

wi despread wi || fu
deni al . Engagi ngly
witten and

anbi tiously

resear ched—both in
the scientific
literature and the
writings of the

ti me—Fhe Lost

Hi story of the New
Madri d Earthquakes
will be an

| nportant resource
i n environnent al

hi story, geol ogy,
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and sei snol ogy, as
wel | as history of
sci ence and
nmedi ci ne and early
Anerican and Native
Anerican history.
Counti ng Backwar ds:
A Doctor's Notes on
Anest hesia LSU
Press

A Pulitzer Prize-

W nni ng history of
the m streat nent of
bl ack Americans. In
this 'precise and
el oguent work' -
described inits
Pulitzer Prize
citation - Dougl as
A. Bl acknon brings
to |ight one of the
nost shanef ul
chapters in
Anmerican history -
an ' Age of

Neosl avery' that
thrived in the
aftermath of the

as
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Cvil War through from neosl avery,
t he dawn of World and the insidious

War 11. Using a | egacy of racism
vast record of t hat reverberates
ori gi nal docunents today.

and personal The Lost Hi story of
narratives, t he New Madrid

Bl acknon uneart hs Eart hguakes Uni versity
of Chi cago Press

the lost stories of o 4o Team zebrais a

sl aves and their smal | top secret
descendant s who or gani zati on funded by
journeyed into Congress as a
freedom after the fictitious research
Emanci pati on group, it is designed

p | ti d to subvert and destroy
roclanmation an i nternational drug

then back into the cartels responsible

shadow of for degradi ng Anerican
I nvol untary l'ives. One senator is
servitude aware of its

exi stence. The story
f ocuses on the
assassi nati on of an

thereafter. By
turns novi ng,

sobering and i nformant and his

shocking, this Zebra contact, and the

unpr ecedent ed deat h of the senator's

account reveal s son, which is believed

these stories, the to be at the hands of
a cartel.

conpani es t hat

) Redenpti on U of
profited the nost
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Nebr aska Press
From Par al ynpi ¢ ski

racer and YouTube
star Josh
Sundqui st, cones an

al ways-funny (and
sonet i mes- anwkwar d)
menoi r about

t eenage

m sadvent ures. \Wen
| was twenty-five
years old, it cane
to ny attention
that | had never
had a girlfriend.

At the tinme, | was
actual ly under the
| npression that |
was in a

rel ationship, so
this bit of news
canme as sonet hing
of a shock. Wy was
Josh still single?
To find out, he
tracked down each
of the girls he had

m ddl e school and
asked them strai ght
up: What went
wrong? The results
of Josh's sem -
scientific

| nvestigation are
in this book. From
a disastrous Putt-
Putt date involving
a backward
prosthetic foot, to
his introduction to
CFD (d ose Fast

Danci ng), and a
m sgui ded "grand
gesture" at a Mss

Aneri ca pageant,
this story is about
| ooking for | ove—er
at least a
girlfriend—n al

t he wong pl aces.
Poi gnant ,

rel atabl e, and
totally hilarious,
this menoir is for

tried to date since anyone who has ever
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wonder ed,
sonet hi ng wrong
wth ne?" (Spoiler
Al ert: the answer
IS no.)

We Shoul d Hang Qut
Soneti ne Anchor

The untold story of

t he nassacre of a
Sout hern town’s
freednen and a white

| awyer’s battle to
bring the killers to
justice: “Riveting.”
—The New York Tines
Book Revi ew Fol | owi ng
the Gvil War, Colfax,
Loui si ana, was a town,
i ke many, where
African Ameri cans and
whi tes m ngl ed
uneasily. But on Apri

13, 1873, a small arny
of white
ex—Conf eder at e
sol di ers, enraged

after attenpts by
freednen to assert
their new rights,
killed nore than sixty
African Americans who
had occupied a
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"I s there courthouse. Wth skil

and tenacity, the
Washi ngton Post’s
Charl es Lane
transforns this nearly
forgotten incident
into a riveting

hi stori cal saga.
Seeking justice for
the slain, one brave
US attorney, Janes
Beckwi th, risked his
life and career to

i nvestigate and puni sh
t he perpetrators—but
they all went free.
What foll owed was a
series of courtroom
dramas that cul m nated
at the Suprene Court,
where the justices’
verdi ct conpromnm sed
the victories of the
Cvil Wwar and |eft
Sout hern bl acks at the
mercy of violent
whites for

generations. The Day
Freedom Died is an

el ectrifying piece of
hi storical detective
work that captures a
gallery of characters
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frompresidents to

t ownspeopl e, and re-
creates the bl oody
days of
Reconstructi on,
t he often-brutal
struggle for equality
nmoved fromthe
battlefield into
communities across the
nati on. “Thoroughly
readabl e, carefully
docunent ed.”
—Publ i shers Wekly
(starred review
“Fascinating.” —New
Ol eans Ti nes- Pi cayune
“An el ectrifying piece
of historical
reporting.” —fucson
Citizen

Quakel and Macmi |l an +
ORM

The bel oved New Yor k
Ti mes bestsel ling
author reflects on
home, famly,
friendshi ps and
witing in this deeply
personal collection of
essays. "The el egance
of Patchett’s prose is
seductive and

when
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inviting: wth Patchett
as a guide, readers
will really get to
grips with the power
of struggl es,

failures, and triunphs
ali ke." —Publisher's
Weekly “Any story that
starts will also end.”
As a witer, Ann

Pat chett knows what

t he outconme of her
fiction will be. Life,
however, often takes
turns we do not see
com ng. Patchett
ponders this truth in
these wi se essays that
afford a fresh and
intimate | ook into her
m nd and heart. At the
center of These

Preci ous Days is the
title essay, a
surprising and noving
medi tation on an
unexpected friendship
that explores “what it
nmeans to be seen, to
find sonmeone with whom
you can be your best
and nost conplete

sel f.” When Patchett
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chose an early galley worlds anew, and

of actor and producer
Tom Hanks’ short story
collection to read one
ni ght before bed, she
had no idea that this
singl e choi ce woul d be
life changing. It
woul d i ntroduce her to
a remar kabl e
woman—foni s brilliant
assi stant Sooki —waith
whom she would form a
pr of ound bond t hat

hel d nonunent al
consequences for them
both. Aliterary

al chem st, Patchett

pl unbs t he dept hs of
her experiences to
create gol d: engaging
and novi ng pi eces that
are both self-portrait
and | andscape, each

vi brant with enotion
and rich in insight.
Turning her witer’s
eye on her own
experiences, she
transforns the private
into the universal
providing us all a way
to |l ook at our own
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rem nds how fl eeting
and enigmatic |ife can
be. Fromthe

enchant nents of Kate
DiCamillo’ s children’s
books (aut hor of The
Beatryce Prophecy) to
yout hf ul menori es of
Paris; the cherished
life gifts given by
her three fathers to

t he unexpect ed

i nfl uence of Charles
Schul tz’s Snoopy; the
expansi ve vi sion of
Eudora Wlty to the

i nportance of

knitting, Patchett
connects |life and art
as she illum nates
what matters npost.

Infused with the
author’s grace, wt,
and warnth, the pieces
in These Precious Days
resonate deep in the
soul , | eaving an

i ndel i bl e mar k—and
denonstrate why Ann
Patchett is one of the
nost cel ebr at ed
witers of our tine.
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Only in St. Louis! over |l apping orbits of

Oxford University regi onal, national
Pr ess and i nternational
The arrival of the mar ket s, steanboats

first steanboat, The not only benefited
New Orl eans, in early slavehol ders and
1812 touched off an northern industries
econom c revolution in but also affected
the South. In states cotton production.

west of the Thi s technol ogy

Appal achi an Mountains, literally put people
t he operation of into notion, and

st eanboat s qui ckly travel ers devel oped an
grew into a boom ng array of uni que

busi ness that woul d cul tural practices,

| ead to new cul tural from ganbling to boat
practices and a races. Gudnestad al so
stronger sectional asserts that the
identity. In i ntersection of these
St eanboat s and t he riverboats and the

Ri se of the Cotton envi ronment reveal s
Ki ngdom Robert much about secti onal

Gudnestad exam nes the identity in antebellum
w de-ranging influence Anerica. As federal

of steanmboats on the funds backed railroad
sout hern econony. From construction instead
carrying cash crops to of efforts to clear

mar ket to contributing waterways for

to slave productivity, steanboats,

i ncreasing the sout herners | ooked to
flexibility of |abor, coordinate their own
and connecti ng econom ¢ devel opnent,
sout herners to free of nationa
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interests. Steanboats
and the Rise of the
Cotton Kingdom offers
new i nsights into the
remar kabl e and
significant history of
transportation and
commerce in the prewar
Sout h.

The Great Del uge
Tri unph Books

“An engagi ng and

i 1lum nating

expl oration of the
I nvi si bl e nedi cal
specialty that is
anest hesi a. ...
Counti ng Backwar ds
pul | s back the veil
on the very act of
being alive.”
—bPanielle Ori, M,
PhD, aut hor of What
Patients Say, Wat
Doctors Hear For
many of the 40
mllion Americans

the source of great

fear and
fascination. In
Counti ng Backwar ds,
pedi atric
anest hesi ol ogi st
Dr. Henry Jay
Przybyl o delivers
an unforgettable
account of the
procedure’s daily
dramas and

f undanent al
nysteries. Przybylo
has adm ni st er ed
anest hesi a nore

t han 30, 000 tines
over his thirty-
year career: on
newbor n babi es,
scream ng toddl ers,
sul | en teenagers,
even a gorilla.
Filled wwth intense
nmonent s of near-

di saster, life-

who under go |t.eaph savi ng successes,
year, anesthesia is and sinple grace,
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Count i ng Backwar ds
Is for anyone
curious about what
happens after we

| ose consci ousness.
Ki ngdom of Nauvoo:
The Rise and Fall
a Religious Enpire
on the Anerican
Frontier U of

Nebr aska Press

The dramatic story
of fugitive slaves
and the anti sl avery
activists who defied
the law to hel p them
reach freedom WMore
t han any ot her

schol ar, Eric Foner
has i nfl uenced our
under st andi ng of
Anerica's history.
Now, maki ng

brilliant use of
extraordi nary

evi dence, the
Pulitzer

Pri ze—wi nni ng

hi stori an once again
reconfigures the

of
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nati onal saga of
American sl avery and
freedom A deeply
entrenched
institution, slavery
lived on legally and
commercially even in
the northern states

t hat had abolished it
after the Anerican
Revol uti on. Sl aves
could be found in the
streets of New York
wel | after abolition,
traveling with owners
doi ng business with
the city's major
banks, nerchants, and
manuf act urers. New
York was al so hone to
the North’s | argest
free black comunity,
maki ng it a magnet
for fugitive slaves
seeki ng refuge. Sl ave
catchers and gangs of
ki dnappers roaned the
city, seizing free

bl acks, often

chil dren, and sendi ng
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them south to

sl avery. To protect
fugitives and fight
ki dnappi ngs, the
city's free bl acks
worked with white
abolitionists to

secrecy by hostile

| aws, courts, and
politicians, the
city’s underground-
rail road agents

hel ped nore than
3,000 fugitive sl aves

organi ze the New York reach freedom between

Vigil ance Conmittee
in 1835.
vigilance conm ttees
proliferated

t hroughout the North
and began

col l aborating to

di spatch fugitive

sl aves fromthe upper
Sout h, Washi ngt on,
and Bal ti nor e,

t hrough Phi | adel phi a
and New York, to
Al bany, Syracuse,
Canada. These

net wor ks of
anti sl avery

resi stance, centered
on New York City,
becanme known as the
under ground rail road.
Forced to operate in
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In the 1840s now,

1830 and 1860. Until
their stories
have renai ned | argely
unknown, their
significance little
under st ood. Bui |l di ng
on fresh

evi dence—ncl udi ng a
detail ed record of

sl ave escapes
secretly kept by
Sydney Howard QGay,
one of the key

and organi zers in New

Yor k—Foner el evates

t he under ground
railroad from

fol klore to sweepi ng
hi story. The story is
inspiring—full of
menor abl e characters
maki ng their first
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appear ance on the

hi st ori cal stage—and
signi fi cant—+he
controversy over
fugitive slaves
inflamed the
sectional crisis of
the 1850s. It
eventual ly took a
civil war to destroy
American sl avery, but
here at last is the
story of the
courageous effort to
fight slavery by

was only the first
stage of a shocking
triple tragedy. On

t he heel s of one of
the three strongest
hurri canes ever to
make | andfall in the
United States cane

t he storm surge

fl oodi ng, which
subrmerged a hal f -
million
honmes— ol | owed by the
human tragedy of
gover nnent

"practi cal m smanagenment, whi ch
abolition," person byproved as cruel as
person, famly by t he natural disaster
famly. itself. In The G eat
M nn of the Del uge, bestselling
M ssi ssi ppi  Har per aut hor Dougl as

Col lins Brinkley finds the

In the span of five
vi ol ent hours on
August 29, 2005,
Hurri cane Katri na
destroyed major Qulf
Coast cities and
flattened 150 mles
of coastline. But it
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true heroes of this
unparal | el ed
catastrophe, and lets
t he survivors tel
their own stories,
masterly all ow ng
themto record the

ni ght mare that was
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Katri na.
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