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Happiness: A Very Short
Introduction OUP Oxford
Ritual is part of what it means to be
human. Like sports, music, and drama,
ritual defines and enriches culture,
putting those who practice it in touch
with sources of value and meaning
larger than themselves. Ritual is
unavoidable, yet it holds a place in
modern life that is decidedly
ambiguous. What is ritual? What does
it do? Is it useful? What are the various
kinds of ritual? Is ritual tradition bound
and conservative or innovative and
transformational? Alongside description
of a number of specific rites, this Very
Short Introduction explores ritual from
both theoretical and historical
perspectives. Barry Stephenson
focuses on the places where ritual
touches everyday life: in politics and
power; moments of transformation in
the life cycle; as performance and
embodiment. He also discusses the
boundaries of ritual, and how and why
certain behaviors have been studied as
ritual while others have not.
Stephenson shows how ritual is an
important vehicle for group and identity
formation; how it generates and
transmits beliefs and values; how it can
be used to exploit and oppress; and
how it has served as a touchstone for
thinking about cultural origins and
historical change. Encompassing the
breadth and depth of modern ritual
studies, Barry Stephenson's Very Short
Introduction also develops a narrative
of ritual's place in social and cultural
life. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the

perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Symmetry: A Very Short Introduction Oxford
University Press
Though Wittgenstein wrote on the same subjects that
dominate the work of other analytic philosophers -
the nature of logic, the limits of language, the analysis
of meaning - he did so in a peculiarly poetic style that
separates his work sharply from that of his peers and
makes the question of how to read him particularly
pertinent. At the root of Wittgenstein's thought, Ray
Monk argues, is a determination to resist the
scientism characteristic of our age, a determination
to insist on the integrity and the autonomy of non-
scientific forms of understanding. The kind of
understanding we seek in philosophy, Wittgenstein
tried to make clear, is similar to the kind we might
seek of a person, a piece of music, or, indeed, a
poem. Extracts are taken from Tractatus Logico-
Philosophicus and from a range of writings,
including Philosophical Investigations, The Blue and
Brown Books and Last Writings on the Philosophy
of Psychology.

Russell: A Very Short
Introduction Polity
Kant is arguably the most
influential modern
philosopher, but also one of
the most difficult. Roger
Scruton tackles his
exceptionally complex subject
with a strong hand, exploring
the background to Kant's work
and showing why the Critique
of Pure Reason has proved so
enduring. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-
sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction
Wittgenstein: A Very Short Introduction
A. C. Grayling's accessible introduction to

Wittgenstein's work describes both his early and
later philosophy, the differences and connections
between them, and gives a fresh assessment of
Wittgenstein's continuing influence on
contemporary thought.
Scepticism Oxford University Press
Michael Allen Fox considers the
complex meaning of home. He
discusses what dwelling is, and the
variety of dwellings people live in. He
also looks at the politics of home,
homelessness, refugeeism, and
migration; the importance of place to
our psyche; and the future of the
concept of home.

Identity: A Very Short Introduction
Oxford University Press
Providing an accessible introduction
to the central work, the 'Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus' and later
'Philosophical Investigations',
'Introducing Wittgenstein' is the
ideal first primer on this master of
enigmatic logic.
Oxford University Press, USA
In the 1800s mathematicians
introduced a formal theory of
symmetry: group theory. Now a
branch of abstract algebra, this
subject first arose in the theory of
equations. Symmetry is an
immensely important concept in
mathematics and throughout the
sciences, and its applications range
across the entire subject.
Symmetry governs the structure of
crystals, innumerable types of
pattern formation, how systems
change their state as parameters
vary; and fundamental physics is
governed by symmetries in the
laws of nature. It is highly visual,
with applications that include animal
markings, locomotion, evolutionary
biology, elastic buckling, waves, the
shape of the Earth, and the form of
galaxies. In this Very Short
Introduction, Ian Stewart
demonstrates its deep implications,
and shows how it plays a major role
in the current search to unify
relativity and quantum theory.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from
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Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly
readable.
Continental Philosophy: A Very Short
Introduction Oxford University Press
Throughout history, humanity has borne
witness to the political and moral
challenges that arise when people place
national identity above allegiance to geo-
political states or international
communities. This book discusses the
concept of nations and nationalism from
social, philosophical, geological,
theological and anthropological
perspectives. It examines the subject
through conflicts past and present,
including recent conflicts in the Balkans
and the Middle East, rather than
exclusively focusing on theory. Above all,
this fascinating and comprehensive work
clearly shows how feelings of nationalism
are an inescapable part of being human.

Ritual: A Very Short Introduction
Oxford University Press
Briefly traces the life of the Vienna-
born philosopher, examines his
major works, and discusses the
fundamental concepts of his
philosophy
Heidegger: A Very Short
Introduction OUP Oxford
Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) is
one of the most famous and
important philosophers of the
twentieth century. In this account
of his life and work A.C. Grayling
introduces both his technical
contributions to logic and
philosophy, and his wide-ranging
views on education, politics, war,
and sexual morality. Russell is
credited with being one of the
prime movers of Analytic
Philosophy, and with having played
a part in the revolution in social
attitudes witnessed throughout the
twentieth-century world. This
introduction gives a clear survey of
Russell's achievements across their
whole range. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis,

perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Derrida: A Very Short Introduction OUP
Oxford
Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp,
Inspiring Philosophy of physics is
concerned with the deepest theories of
modern physics - notably quantum
theory, our theories of space, time and
symmetry, and thermal physics - and
their strange, even bizarre conceptual
implications. A deeper understanding of
these theories helps both physics,
through pointing the way to new theories
and new applications, and philosophy,
through seeing how our worldview has to
change in the light of what we learn from
physics. This Very Short Introduction
explores the core topics in philosophy of
physics through three key themes. The
first - the nature of space, time, and
motion - begins by considering the
philosophical puzzles that led Isaac
Newton to propose the existence of
absolute space, and then discusses how
those puzzles change - but do not
disappear - in the context of the
revolutions in our understanding of space
and time that came first from special, and
then from general, relativity. The second
- the emergence of irreversible behavior
in statistical mechanics - considers how
the microscopic laws of physics, which
know of no distinction between past and
future, can be compatible with the melting
of ice, the cooling of coffee, the passing
of youth, and all the other ways in which
the large-scale world distinguishes past
from future. The last section discusses
quantum theory - the foundation of most
of modern physics, yet mysterious to this
day. It explains just why quantum theory
is so difficult to make sense of, how we
might nonetheless attempt to do it, and
why the question has been highly
relevant to the development of physics,
and continues to be so. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.

Wittgenstein: A Very Short
Introduction Oxford University
Press, USA
Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951)
was an extraordinarily original
philospher, whose influence on
twentieth-century thinking goes
well beyond philosophy itself. In
this book, which aims to make
Wittgenstein's thought accessible to
the general non-specialist reader,
A. C. Grayling explains the nature
and impact of Wittgenstein's views.

He describes both his early and
later philosophy, the differences
and connections between them, and
gives a fresh assessment of
Wittgenstein's continuing influence
on contemporary thought. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
The Meaning of Life Totem Books
The philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche
(1844-1900) was almost wholly
neglected during his sane life, which
came to an abrupt end in 1889. Since
then he has been appropriated as an icon
by an astonishingly diverse spectrum of
people, whose interpretations of his
thought range from the highly irrational
to the firmly analytical. Thus Spoke
Zarathustra introduced the 'superman'
and The Twilight of the Idols developed
the 'Will to Power' concept; these term,
together with 'Sklavenmoral' and
'Herrenmoral', became confused with the
rise of nationalism in Germany.
Idiosyncratic and aphoristic, Nietzsche is
always bracing and provocative, and
temptingly easy to dip into. Michael
Tanner's readable introduction to the
philosopher's life and work examines the
numerous ambiguities inherent in his
writings. It also explodes the many
misconceptions fostered in the hundred
years since Nietzsche wrote,
prophetically: 'Do not, above all, confound
me with what I am not!' ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.

Wittgenstein Hachette UK
Happiness is an everyday term in our
lives, and most of us strive to be
happy. But defining happiness can be
difficult. In this Very Short
Introduction, Dan Haybron considers
the true nature of happiness. By
examining what it is, assessing its
importance in our lives, and how we
can (and should) pursue it, he
considers the current thinking on
happiness, from psychology to
philosophy. Illustrating the diverse
routes to happiness, Haybron reflects
on contemporary ideas about the
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pursuit of a good life and considers the
influence of social context on our
satisfaction and well-being. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Wittgenstein: A Very Short
Introduction OUP Oxford
Introduction; 1 The information
revolution; 2 The language of
information; 3 Mathematical
information; 4 Semantic information; 5
Physical information; 6 Biological
information; 7 Economic information;
8 The ethics of information;
Conclusion; References.
Analytic Philosophy Oxford University
Press
Martin Heidegger (1889-1976) is
probably the most divisive philosopher of
the twentieth century. Considered by
some to be the greatest charlatan ever to
claim the title of 'philosopher', by some
as an apologist for Nazism, he was also
an acknowledged leader and central
figure to many philosophers. Michael
Inwood's lucid introduction to
Heidegger's thought focuses on his most
important work, 'Being and Time', and its
major themes of existence in the world,
inauthenticity, guilt, destiny, truth, and
the nature of time. These themes are
then reassessed in the light of
Heidegger's later work, together with the
extent of his philosophical importance
and influence. This is an invaluable guide
to the complex and voluminous thought of
a major twentieth-century existentialist
philosopher. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

Wittgenstein OUP Oxford
Thomas Aquinas, one of the most
famous and highly thought of
Christian thinkers, was a
controversial figure who was
exposed and engaged in conflict.
This Very Short Introduction looks
at Aquinas in a historical context,
and explores the Church and
culture into which Aquinas was
born. It also ask why Aquinas
matters now.

Sociolinguistics: A Very Short
Introduction OUP Oxford
Duty or Pleasure? This was the
legendary choice which faced
Hercules and which pre-eminent
philosopher A.C. Grayling uses as
the starting point of this masterful
book. He shows us how much more
people can understand about
themselves and their world by
reflecting on today's moral
challenges. Above all, he explores
the idea that certain demands and
certain pleasures are necessary,
not just because of their intrinsic
merits but because of what they do
for each other. With exceptional
clarity and unrivalled prose,
Grayling addresses the everyday
ethical choices which confront us
all.
Nietzsche: A Very Short
Introduction Oxford Paperbacks
Summary: Philosopher Stephen
Law explains why
humanism--though a rejection of
religion--nevertheless provides
both a moral basis and a meaning
for our lives.-publisher description.
Home Oxford University Press, USA
The follow-up to THE MEANING OF
THINGS which continues A.C.
Grayling's philosophical journey
through life The most important
question we can ask ourselves is:
what kind of life is the best? This is
the same as asking: How does one
give meaning to one's life? How can
one justify one's existence and make
it worthwhile? How does one make
experience valuable, and keep
growing and learning in the process -
and through this learning acquire a
degree of understanding of oneself
and the world? A civilised society is
one which never ceases debating with
itself about what human life should
best be. Some would, with justice, say
that if we want ours to be such a
society we must all contribute to that
discussion. This book is, with
appropriate diffidence, such a
contribution. It consists of a collection
of Grayling's regular 'Last Word'
columns in the Guardian. This time
topics include Suicide, Deceit, Luxury,
Profit, Marriage, Meat-eating, Liberty,
Slavery, Protest, Guns and War.
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